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ECGE4001 - Portfolio of Study Skills Assessment Tasks
Part 1
In Iceland and similar countries, they believe it is really important that children are playing outdoors during their childhood. Some people have written about government papers which says that outdoors is beneficial for children. In the curriculum guidelines, they put a big emphasis on outdoors as a learning environment and a place for developing children to reap the rewards of the natural world. It is an environment where you can participate in exercise and maintain a healthy life (Norodahl & Johannesson, 2013).
Oladottir (2008) emphasises that outdoor play in schools for children aged one too six is frequent whereas children aged six too sixteen only endure this during playtime in Iceland. Oladottir (2008) says that not much is known about how teachers help children learn in the outdoors, although this can vary depending on the teacher and school. There is evidence which leads to believe teachers in Iceland are using outdoors more than recent years. In the capital city of Reyjkavik, seventy percent of schools say that outdoor education is used frequently. 
Part 2a
This essay will focus on forest schools. The forest school network believes that a forest school ‘is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem though hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment’ (Murray & O’Brien, 2006). People are worried that children in school lack opportunities to visit woodlands and other green areas due to parents being concerned for their children’s safety and would much prefer them to be indoors (Murray & O’Brien, 2006). There is further research that states if children are not encouraged to go outdoors whilst they are young, they will not do so as much in later life, therefore will miss out on physical and emotional benefits of nature (Thompson, Aspinall, Bell, et al., 2004). Learning outdoors is very different to learning in an indoor environment and the welsh government encourage teachers to experience a forest school in their own schools now, especially in foundation phase. 
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Part 2b
If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of plagiarism Why is it important that students avoid this? 
It is important too avoid plagiarism due to possibility of receiving unfair practice and face the action of failing the module which is being studied or even failing the year, to plagiarise a piece of work is to submit an essay and pass off work claiming it is yours when in fact it is not.
You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this True or False? Explain your answer.
This is false as every bit of information that is used in an essay must be referenced which has been taken from a source such as websites, journals and articles etc.
Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. Explain, with reasons, whether you believe this statement is true or false.
The statement above debating whether Wikipedia is a good place to gather information is false. Wikipedia is regarded as an un-reliable source as information displayed on this site can be adjusted by any person and not an expert in that topic of research, therefore Wikipedia is not to be used to gather information as it is not reliable.
Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation.
A very long quotation (longer than 3 lines) should be presented with quotation marks, as an indented separate paragraph. Depending on the flow of the essay the author’s surname goes at the start of the quote and the year and page number should be in brackets next to the author’s surname, year and page number goes at the very end of the quote in brackets.
Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study.
To begin research for an academic assignment there needs to be trustworthy and acceptable sources to gather information, of many possible sources too chose from, many people rely on journals, books, e-books, websites, reports and newspapers, these are just some of the acceptable sources too gather research from to conduct an academic assignment.
Part 3
Critical Response to an Article in The Welsh Journal of Education ‘The Underachievement Debate in Wales’
Emma Smith 2002

This essay is going to look at ‘The Underachievement Debate in Wales’ written by Emma Smith in 2005. The main aim of the article is to identify if Wales is underachieving in education. There has been an ongoing debate in Wales as to whether Wales is underachieving in terms of education when it is compared to that of England. It has been claimed that Wales has been ‘schooled to fail’ as far back as the 1980’s (Reynolds et al., 1981). 
The articles states that Wales is underachieving in education compared to England, however the author states that comparing Wales and England is unfair due to the difference in population and economy. She suggests it would be better to compare Wales’ education results to the North East of England as it has a similar background, population and economy. The article also states that boys are underachieving compared to girls in English, Maths and Welsh at ages seven to sixteen in Wales.
The author uses a wide range of statistics and graphs to support her findings and to help the reader to understand clearly. During this article the author makes a conscious effort to make the reader believe that Wales is not being ‘schooled to fail’ (the author’s hypothesis). The author uses a lot of appendices which is rather overwhelming. Although she discusses some of them, she doesn’t go into depth and follow up her research on them. 

The article is written in a formal academic style. Although it is very well written, it could have been broken up into sections with more subheadings e.g. economic advantages and disadvantages; the current curricula; Welsh students being the most tested in the world, which would have made it easier to read. It was also rather hard to read due to the structure and long paragraphs. The author uses objective language as she doesn’t exaggerate or show bias. The author uses literature and statistics to support her findings. 

Smith (2005) states that there is a clear problem that Britain is underachieving in national standardized tests (Reynolds & Farrell, 1996). The underachievement debate is a central issue in education today. The author notes that there is a big problem within schools, students and the national curriculum system. However, Britain as a whole is deemed to be underachieving, the author notes that Wales in particular has received a lot of criticism due to its underachievement in tests. 

The author states that the main reasons behind this is due to the difference in Wales and England’s population. She states that it is unfair to compare Wales and England as there is a fifty-seven million difference in population. She notes that comparisons have to be made and are often done on purely economic grounds. Welsh performance is similar to its closest English peer – the North East (Smith, 2005).

She notes that students who come from the poorest homes tend to perform worse in school, compared with their peers from more economically advantaged backgrounds (Smith, 2005). Therefore, those who come from a more privileged background are thought to perform better than those who come from poorer backgrounds. England’s economy is a lot stronger than Wales’. It’s therefore understandable that England has an enhanced chance of performing better than Wales. Numerous areas in Wales are less economically developed than England, meaning it would be unfair to compare the two, suggesting it would be fairer to compare Wales to that of the North East of England instead.

The text relies on evidence from various authors and sources. It heavily relies on GCSE and GNVQ data. The text also relied on population, economic and income data from the Office for National Statistics. The author was able to compare and contrast these and make a connection between attainment and average housing income.

The evidence is very reliable as it comes from well known sources. The argument is consistent as she uses a wide range of literature and evidence to support her findings. Although there are a lot of statistics used, she doesn’t explain the statistics very well in depth. 
Overall the hypothesis is competent as it is constantly supported throughout this well written article. For example, the author justifies how Wales shouldn’t be compared to England in terms of underachievement due to differences in population and economy. This article is very well respected as it was published in ‘The Welsh Journal of Education’, which is a well recognised peer reviewed journal across Wales. Overall this article is very appropriate, however it could have been structured with better subheadings and smaller paragraphs. The introduction and conclusion were extremely long, and the main body of the article had little substance in places.
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