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1. Introduction
This academic report will explore the current state of health, well-being, and sustainable development in the UK's existing health-care sectors by discussing the UN 17 sustainable development goals. The report will identify the reasons behind UK’s success in achieving the 3 sustainable development goals which are: Goal 3 Good Health & Wellbeing, Goal 4 Quality Education, and Goal 17 Partnerships.  
The 3 goals will be elaborated into detail by considering a borough in London and how these goals are being implemented. The national policies and initiatives in support of accomplishing the goals will be discussed.
The report will examine the benefits the selected borough has benefited from these 3 SDGs and their challenges in implementing them as compared to other cities or boroughs in the UK. The final part of this academic report will be conclusion and recommendations for improvement.
According to the world Health Organisation’s original definition (WHO) “Health is a state of complete physical, mental, and social well-being and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity” (WHO,1948). The WHO definition expressly relates health to happiness, and views health as a human right that requires physical and social resources to attain and sustain life (Martino, 2018).
Well-being has been defined as the experience of pleasant feelings such as happiness and satisfaction in addition to the development of one's potential, having some control over one's life, having a sense of purpose, and having meaningful relationships (Ruggeri et al., 2020). Wellbeing denotes a positive rather than a neutral condition, positioning health as a desirable goal.
Sustainable Development
The 1987 Brundtland Commission defined sustainable development as "development that meets present needs without compromising future generations' ability to meet their own" (United Nations, 2022b). The four components of sustainable development are society, environment, culture, and economics (Purvis et al., 2018). As a result, sustainability is a method of thinking about the future that balances environmental, social, and economic issues. For example, a healthy environment ensures that populations have access to food, resources, safe drinking water, and clean air, while preserving them for future generations (UNESCO, 2015).

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), also known as the ‘global goals’ was approved by The United Nations’(UN) 193 member countries in September 2015 UN,2015). The aim of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are 17 interrelated goals with 169 targets and 230 data indicators. SDGs are the successors to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), with the objective of eradicating poverty, promoting prosperity, and improving people's well-being while safeguarding the environment (UNDP,2015). Prior to that, the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) were established in 2000 as the global development agenda, consisting of eight objectives targeted at eradicating poverty between 2000 and 2015. While the MDGs were primarily aimed at poor nations and focused on poverty, the SDGs developed as universally applicable to all countries and addressed all areas of development, including social, economic, and environmental. (Morton et al., 2019). All 193 nations have pledged unequivocally to adhere to and execute the SDGs throughout its 15-year period, from 2015 to 2030. The UK is accountable for accomplishing the Goals both locally and internationally. (GOV.UK, 2019). Every UN Member State is required to examine national progress towards the SDGs and report to the UN High Level Political Forum. A Voluntary National Review is the procedure. The UK held its first Voluntary National Review in 2019 (Department for International Development, 2019).

2.The 17 Sustainable Development Goals in Brief
The 17 SDGs are briefly explained below with special emphasis on goal 3, 4, and 17:
Indicating ways in which the UK Government is assisting in the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals.
The first SDG aims to eliminate poverty in all its kinds worldwide. The UK Government is dedicated to creating a world and society that works for everybody. While working to reduce global poverty, the government is also working to reduce poverty locally through welfare reforms that help people find jobs, reduce disability employment gaps, and provide retirement security (UK AID, 2017). 
The second aims eliminate hunger, increase food security, and improve nutrition, and enhance sustainable agriculture. According to current estimates, almost 690 million people, or 8.9 percent of the world's population, are hungry which is an increase of ten million people in a year and sixty million in five years. Increasing agricultural productivity and ensuring sustainable food production are critical for mitigating hunger's perils (United Nations, 2015b). The UK Government wants to make a contribution to a strong global economy and a healthy environment that ensures security and opportunity for all. It will do so by promoting improved nutrition and inclusive agriculture growth in our partner developing countries; ensuring a sustainable supply of food for the UK market and export; and promoting healthy, balanced diets for the general population and at-risk groups (UK AID, 2017).
The fifth is to achieve gender equality by putting an end to discrimination, harmful behaviours, and violence against all girls and women around the globe.
Women's equality is a big part of the UK's aid strategy, and it's a big part of the Strategic Defence and Security Review. The Equality Act 2010, which came into effect in 2010, asserts that all development and humanitarian projects in the UK must take gender into account (GOV. UK, 2010). For example, UK helped the UN's High-Level Panel on Women's Economic Empowerment, which helps women get jobs and improve their lives (UN Women, 2017). In addition, UK hosted the Girls' Education Forum, which brought together people from all over the world to work together on gender equality issues The UK has led international efforts to fight issues like Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) and Child, Early, and Forced Marriage (ActionAid, 2021).
The goal six is to ensure that everyone has access to clean and safe drinking water by eliminating dumping, prevent pollution, and limiting the discharge of hazardous materials and chemicals. It is also critical to cut wastewater in half and enhance reuse and recycling (UN WATER, 2022).
The seventh goal is to give people access to energy that is dependable, inexpensive, contemporary, and sustainable. The UK government will help people to secure affordable, and clean energy supplies at home and around the world. The UK Government will build a 21st-century energy infrastructure which will be environmentally friendly and affordable (DFID, 2017). This will be implemented through development programmes by improving technology and increasing infrastructure to provide everyone with sustainable and contemporary energy services (GOV. UK, 2021).
The eighth goal is to encourage employment inclusive and sustainable economic growth, and decent work for everyone. The UK government wants a strong and healthy economy that works for everyone. This goal is being met through several ways, including supporting growth and sustainable economic development in many of the world's poorest countries; investing in research, innovation, and business support; and increasing employment in all parts of the UK (DFID, 2017b).
Aiming to strengthen global commitment to SDG 8.7, the UK will continue to promote global ambition in the fight against modern slavery like forced labour or human trafficking. To guarantee that there is no modern slavery in their supply chains, the UK Modern Slavery Act 2015 (GOV.UK, 2015) requires significant UK organizations to address and report that there is no modern slavery in their supply chains, and it is considered as a safeguarding concern as an abuse (ONS,2020).
The ninth goal is to foster innovation, build sustainable infrastructure, and promote stable industrialization. Economic growth and sustainable development are driven by infrastructure investment, inclusive and sustainable industrialisation, and support for technology development, research, and innovation. These factors may help nations alleviate poverty by providing jobs, promoting development, and improving physical infrastructure vital to industry and society. All three aspects of sustainable development have improved steadily in recent years. However, additional investment is required in Least - developed countries to expand infrastructure and double industry's proportion of GDP by 2030 (United Nations, 2017).
The UK Government is spending £100 billion to upgrade and modernise infrastructure for everybody, including rail infrastructure and digital infrastructure, particularly in rural regions. established UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) as a single strategic organisation with a combined budget of almost £6 billion, combining 7 Research Councils, Innovate UK, and Higher Education Funding Council for England. UKRI will be a key worldwide voice for UK research and innovation (DFID, 2017c).
The SDGs' goal ten aims to reduce inequality within and between countries. The tenth seeks to reduce inequalities and ensures inclusion within and between countries. Inequality within and across nations continues to be a source of concern. Despite some encouraging indicators toward lowering inequality in certain areas, such as decreasing relative income gap in some nations and granting lower-income countries privileged trading status, inequality still exist (United Nations, 2018c).
The eleventh goal is all about making cities that are safe, inclusive, and sustainable, and it needs good local governance and democratic institutions to help.
To do this, citizen participation techniques need to be set up that involve everyone who lives in the area to participate. Working with some of the poorest countries to help them grow, the UK government is working hard to make cities more resilient and sustainable, make public transportation available to everyone, and build more homes. It can have a big effect on people's health if the air is dirty. A new programme called Clean Air Zones policy is set up by the government to improve air quality and make sure resources are prioritised and coordinated to shape the city (DFID, 2017d; GOV .UK, 2020).
The goal number twelve is to guarantee that production and consumption patterns are sustainable and responsible. This goal is part of the economic, environmental, social, and competitive growth of cities. According to recent predictions, over one-third of all food produced equals 1.3 billion tonnes worth approximately $1 trillion – goes rotten in customers' and shopkeepers' bins, or spoils owing to inadequate shipping and harvesting methods every year. Globally, switching to energy-efficient light bulbs might save US$120 billion yearly. If the world's population reaches 9.6 billion by 2050, the natural resources necessary to maintain present lifestyles will not be sufficient (United Nations, 2018d).
The thirteenth SDG is to take steps to combat climate change and its consequences by incorporating required measures into national policies and plans and raising public awareness of the issue. Climate change is making it more likely and more intense for extreme weather events like heat waves, droughts, floods, and tropical cyclones to happen. This is making water management more difficult, reducing agricultural production and food security, increasing health risks, damaging critical infrastructure, and interrupting the delivery of basic services like water and sanitation, education, energy, and transportation (UN Environment, 2017).
The fourteenth goal is to protect and exploit marine resources in a sustainable manner. All types of marine pollution must be avoided or reduced, the effects of ocean acidification must be minimised, and some forms of fisheries subsidies must be prohibited. The ocean is at the heart of the global processes that keep the earth habitable for humans. A sustainable future requires careful management of this vital global resource. To prevent overfishing, marine pollution, and ocean acidification, marine protected zones must be efficiently administered, and restrictions implemented (United Nations, 2018e).
The fifteenth goal is to Protect, restore, and promote sustainable use of ecological systems; manage forests sustainably; prevent desertification; stop and reverse soil degradation and prevent and reverse land deterioration. Between 1990 and 2015, the world's forest cover decreased from 31.7 to 30.7 percent of the total land mass. This decline was mostly the result of forest conversion for other purposes, such as agriculture and infrastructural development. It might be accomplished by protecting mountain ecosystems and rehabilitating damaged soil and land (United Nations Statistics Division, 2019).
The sixteenth goal is to build equitable, inclusive, and peaceful communities by lowering violence and the death rates associated with it, as well as eradicating child exploitation, abuse, trafficking, and torture, and reducing bribery and corruption.  Many people are maltreated due to human right violation. Promoting the rule of law and human rights is critical to this process, as is curbing illicit weapons flows and boosting developing nations' involvement in global governance organisations (United Nations, 2018f).
2Detailed discussion of Goal 3, Goal 4 and 17
2.1.1Good Health and wellbeing
The goal 3 of the SDG 2030 agenda envisages a long-term development to promote wellbeing and ensure healthy lives for all at all ages.
Goal 3 caters for all key health concerns, including reproductive, maternal, new-born, child, and adolescent health; communicable and non-communicable illnesses; universal health coverage; and universal access to safe, effective, high-quality, and affordable medicines and vaccinations for everyone (United nations, 2015). SDG 3 aspires to alleviate unwarranted suffering caused by preventable illnesses and untimely mortality by concentrating on major objectives that improve a country's total population's health (UNICEF, 2022). Additionally, it seeks for investment in research and development, health funding, and risk reduction and management in the health sector (UNICEF, 2022). 
The UK government is ensuring to promote health and wellbeing by tackling climate change and improve air quality by decarbonising transport by encouraging other means of transport such as cycling, walking (GOV. UK, 2020; SUSTRANS, 2020). The UK has already met numerous mortality targets. As of 2015, the UK had a maternal mortality rate of 9.02 per 100,000 (the target was 70). Infant mortality was 3.6 per 1,000 live births (target was 25) in 2014, putting England and Wales joint-15th internationally. The UK government also wants to produce the safest hospitals and GP surgeries in the world (DFID, 2017).

2.1.2 Quality Education 
Education is the fourth SDG and consists of ten targets with the aim of delivering an inclusive and fair quality of education to all and creating opportunities for continuous learning for everyone and eliminating all gender disparities. Education is critical for overcoming poverty and achieving social mobility (UN,2022). About 260 million children aged 6 to 15 were out of school in 2018 nearly one fifth of the global population (UNICEF, 2021b). More than half of children and adolescents worldwide are not meeting minimum proficiency standards in reading and mathematics (UN,2022). In 2020, as the COVID-19 pandemic spread across the globe, most countries announced the temporary closure of schools. The global pandemic has far-reaching consequences that jeopardise gains made in improving global education. Never have so many children been out of school at the same time.
As the COVID-19 epidemic spread over the world in 2020, many nations declared temporary school closures, affecting more than 91% of pupils globally. The global pandemic has far-reaching consequences that might potentially ruin decades of hard-won gains in global education (United Nations, 2020). The OECD collaborates closely with UNESCO, the UN body in charge of SDG 4, and plays a major role in implementing the SDG agenda by monitoring and measuring learning outcomes and skills. SDG 4 is a global agenda that does not distinguish between developed and developing nations (Ward, 2019). The UK government is committed to achieving SDG 4 to Promote disadvantaged children's and young people's academic performance, especially by fulfilling the commitments made in response to the Timpson review of appropriate exclusion (Department for Education, 2019) to ensure that schools can help children at risk of exclusion and that they have access to high-quality education following exclusion. Proceed to lead the cross-government global girls' education campaign, Leave No Girl Behind, in conjunction with the Foreign Commonwealth Office to provide global leadership on girls' education, which is critical to success in so many nations (GOV.UK, 2022).
2.1.3 Partnerships for the Goals
The purpose of SDG  17 is to strengthen the global collaboration for long-term development and revitalize the global partnerships for sustainable development. The SDGs continue to serve as a framework for rebuilding (Hatch, 2020). As a result, governments, civic society, scientists, academics, and the commercial sector must collaborate. The agenda 2030, with its seventeen objectives, is global and calls on all nations, developed and developing, to take action to guarantee that no one is left behind. So far though, support for achieving the SDGs has been consistent but insecure, afflicted by significant and persistent obstacles. Financial resources continue to be tight, trade tensions have risen, and critical data remains unavailable. The COVID-19 epidemic has dampened the progress of previous achievements (United Nations, 2018). However, the UK government is dedicated to building and establishing long-term development ties abroad. dedicated to fulfilling the United Nations' aim of spending 0.7% of GDP on overseas development (Kataneksza, 2022). Parliament entrenched the 0.7 percent aim in UK law in 2015 (Anderson, 2015). Following the Brexit, the UK will continue to be a global leader in sustainable development and commerce. The Department for International Commercial (DIT) will work in partnership with the Department for International Development (DFID) to strengthen the UK's trade ties with developing nations (International Trade Committee, 2018). Markets to the world's poorest nations will be opened by providing possibilities for trade to those in need. DFID also works closely with the FCO and BEIS to encourage growth in the UK and the developing world via the Trade for Development Team, a joint DIT and DFID initiative. The UK adheres to the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, which was adopted at the July 2015 UN Conference on Financing for Development, and the Addis Tax Initiative (ATI), which compels UK to increase assistance for tax reform in the developing world by 2020 (DFID,2017; United Nation, 2015).
3. The Croydon Borough
Croydon is London's southernmost borough. It is the most populous London borough. Croydon was founded in 1965, was formerly a modest market town, grew into one of the most populated boroughs on the outskirts of London. In the coming years, it is expected to attract more enterprises and tourists. Croydon is full of culture; The Croydon Clocktower, inaugurated by Queen Elizabeth II, the Shirley Windmill, one of London's few remaining huge windmills, and the BRIT School, which produced artists like Adele and Amy Winehouse (Greater London Authority, 2022). Overall, Croydon postcode region has 407k people in 2020, with an average age of 38.2 years. There were 2.7k inhabitants per square kilometre. Since 2002, the population has expanded by 14.6 percent, while the average age of the population has increased by 1.3 years (Plumplot, 2018). Croydon is the second largest population in London. By 2031, there will be 434,448 people in Croydon, an increase of 12% in the next 15 years.  Croydon has the greatest population of children (0-17), adults (18-64) and seniors (65+) in London. 50.7 percent of Croydon's population all ages is BAME, this will be 55.6 percent by 2025 (Public Health Croydon, 2022). Croydon was founded in 1965 by combining Coulsdon and Purley. Upper Norwood, Norbury, South Norwood, and Sanderstead. Croydon is one of the 20 safest places in the whole city out of London's 33 towns, villages, and cities. However, is the 969th most dangerous town, city, or village in the world. Violent and sexual crimes are the two most common crimes in the city of Croydon (Crime Rate, 2022). 

4. The UK policies and initiatives identified to meet the 3 SDGs 
4.1 Health and wellbeing Initiatives /Policies
 Fight Coronavirus 
 The UK government assisting companies in recovering from Covid-19's effects, facilitating a safe return to work, and expediting the discovery and production of a vaccine. The Department for Business, Energy, and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) has the plan to support UK to succeed in this agenda. The Department has played a major role in battling the coronavirus epidemic and reaching a comprehensive trade agreement with the EU during the previous year (GOV.UK, 2018d)
Tackle climate change and improve air quality by decarbonising transport

4.2 Quality education Initiatives /Policies 

The UK government's approach for disabled students is excellent. After an evaluation, impaired students may apply for a Disabled Students Allowance (DSA). Students with disabilities in the UK are eligible for Assistive Technology. The DSA is a fund provided by the government to higher education institutions. It's used to buy screen readers, text-to-speech systems, voice recognition software, and other assistive technology. It also pays for note-takers and interpreters (GOV.UK, n.d.; Ndlovu, 2021). 
Transform and manage Defence:  This would be protecting interests in the Euro-Atlantic and shaping the global order to make sure the nation's shared spaces are safe and open societies and businesses can grow (GOV.UK, 2021). 

4.3 Partnership initiative and Policy
Expand UK’s influence in the world, including through successful application for ASEAN dialogue partner status: To meet these goals, a Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office (FCDO) was established to maximise global influence in the service of British interests and values — for collaborating with partners and allies to have a positive effect on the world Specific goals for 2021 to 2022 by strengthening functional expertise and delivery, with the adherence to functional standards, and effectively monitor the performance. Every staff will be involved in the delivery priorities with a good understanding, efficient, and transparent process. The department will also be accountable for its actions through regular reporting to the centre and parliament (GOV.UK, 2021b).

Skills Partnership for Girls the UK has developed a new global partnership with the commercial sector to aid underprivileged girls. The Prime Minister launched a £20 million partnership with 11 enterprises. The UK government will provide £9 million and businesses £11 million. Unilever Pearson, PwC, Microsoft, Accenture, and Coursera are among them. The alliance aims to assist girls acquire an education and encourage their independence, and the UK government is working with other organisations to accomplish this objective. Girls' Education Skills Partnership. The UK is leading global efforts to encourage girls' education (GOV.UK, 2022).
5. Local Policies of Croydon borough identified to meet the 3 SDGs 
The agenda 2030 target is also a priority to the London borough of Croydon and doing well to help achieve these important goals. The following are some of the SDG approaches in Croydon:
5.1Good Health and wellbeing in Croydon
Food Poverty Action Plan: Croydon borough has successfully developed and implemented a food poverty action plan, with these initiatives recognised as leading the way in addressing food poverty by "Sustain" (an alliance for better food and farming). There has been a dramatic increase in the number of emergency food banks around the nation, and food poverty is a very real and rising concern for many citizens (Corporate Plan Croydon, 2022).

Following the implementation of health and social care Act to improve the wellbeing of the people of Croydon
Sustainable development goals require people of all ages to live healthy lifestyles and promote well-being. In achieving this, public health team with the aim of getting everyone involved in improving Croydon's health and well-being (Croydon Council, 2022). 
      5.2. Quality education Policy or Initiatives
 Youth Justice Plan is for Croydon Youth Offending Service
The purpose of this strategy is to establish goals for the Youth Offending Service and Statutory partners for the fiscal year 2021/22, while reflecting on and learning from both accomplishments and areas for improvement in 2020/219 (Croydon council).
SEND Strategy by Croydon Council is a Special Educational Needs and Disabilities SEN: Croydon Borough Council SEND is a support for Students with Disabilities and Special Educational Needs.  If a child or adolescent has learning issues or a handicap, specialised care services is provided (Croydon Council, 2019c).
5.3 Partnerships 
One Croydon Alliance is an excellent example of a collaboration between statutory and voluntary sector organisations. Age UK Croydon is an equal partner. One Croydon Transformation Board, which was formed in April 2017 until now, the focus has been on developing and implementing integrated health and care services that support older adults and those
with complex needs and long-term conditions. Croydon’s partners in health, social care, and the voluntary sector are establishing a more tailored and integrated approach to health and care services for the elderly (Croydon Council, 2019b). 
The Local Strategic Partnership (LSP) of Croydon Council helps the borough to generate the Community Strategy. It brings together the numerous organisations and groups engaged in making decisions that influence the well-being of individuals who live, work, go to school, or visit Croydon. The partnership maintains a laser-like focus on the challenges that will help Croydon achieve the vision and goals outlined in the Community Strategy, enabling agencies to collaborate more effectively (Croydon Council, 2022e).

6. Reviewing the status of Croydon Borough to Meet the 3 SDGs
6.1 Quality education
The statistics on children and adolescents is based on three years of data, the most current being 2016/2017. Adult data is from the 2011 Census.
Croydon is ranked 220th out of 317 lower tier districts or 117th out of 151 higher tier authorities in this category, with an average score of 15.577. Croydon is the 12th poorest borough in London (Croydon Observatory, 2021a).
Good Health and Wellbeing
Premature death and poor quality of life are based on health deprivation and incapacity. It is based on a variety of indications across time. The recent data utilised is from 2017. Croydon's average score for this domain was -0.174, placing it 165th out of 317 lower tier authorities and 95th out of 151 higher tier authorities. Croydon is the 13th poorest borough in London (Croydon Observatory, 2021b).
According to recent data, 80 percent of Croydon people aged 16-64 are employed. Both London (79.0%) and the national rate (78.4 percent). Croydon has a 72.8 percent employment rate, compared to 73.8 percent regionally and 74.4 percent nationally (Croydon Observatory, 2021c)


7.Reccomendations
1. Strategies to support the BAME COMMUNITIES to Access health facilities, most of them mental health deteriorates without being noticed due to language barriers.
2. Education strategies and policies must be geared towards the performance of students with a lot of educational centres.
3 Criminal acts must be checked to reduce criminal rate.
4 4 Sustainability efforts should be encouraged by policy makers because agenda 2030 involves all mankind.

8 Conclusion
 To conclude, the 2030 agenda was universally adopted in September 2015 by all 193 member States of the UN. The 17 sustainable goals have been discussed and the 3 selected ones which the UK is performing better has been elaborated with the initiatives and implementations. Croydon borough of London has been identified showing the history and the status of Croydon explored with the help of the borough profile. The health and wellbeing of Croydon is on the average however records gathered suggest that Croydon education system need to be improved.
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