Weekly course work 1:
[bookmark: _GoBack]How does the author link the values with bodily behaviours in the first century? In other words, how do these values (pick one, for example) shape the way a person operates or “is operated” in the world?  The author links the bodily behaviours in the first century by giving the readers the access to modern as well as ancient source, so we can see get a clear understanding of the social values for explame purity which from what I’ve learnt before in studies into Christianity mean to be clean and pure but what I I learn from reading more from this book it that it wasn’t just about that purity was about being true and good to god.
What do these values—purity, honour, patronage and kinship—teach you (in general terms) about the culture within which Christianity will emerge? What the values teach me is that they are different from what he thinks they mean. Desliva makes this point in other works he has done which I have read. That for explame shame has a good and bad term to it where as how days shame is something we all seek to avoid. 
Which one of these social values intrigues you, makes you want to learn more, and why? Shame I one I like to go into more detail with as it’s one I found I was most focus on when reading the chapters.

Weekly course work 2:
· Lynch, Chapter One. Identify how the historical memory of Jesus has been preserved; in other words, how does this chapter answer the question: “What do we know about Jesus and how do we know it?” After reading chapter one twice what we know about Jesus from this is that he has never wrote anything to prove if he is real. They are some who thought he wrote a letter to a king.

· NT Passages: What does Jesus do and what does Jesus say (according to the authors) in these texts? Pick one of his interactions with people and describe it and analyse how the teaching might challenge Roman social values.
· John 5.1-14. I choice this passage out of all of the texts because it tells us about when Jesus gave bread to Jew who would have otherwise starved to death. Jesus and his disciples. How this teaching challenges Roman social values is that they would have helped other that couldn’t afford something as simple as bread. Roman’s that were in the upper classes who never help the poor.




· Greek and Roman Religions. Identify some of the different ritual behaviours that are mentioned in the texts (note the presence of specific activities, items or ideas that are employed to explain religious behaviour). What do you think that these texts teach us about religion in the ancient world? Can we identify something of what mattered to them? 
· What this text teaches us about religion in the ancient world is that Sacrifice was a very big part of the ancient religion because it meant to bring pace to the gods which they believe will keep them safe for e.g giving cake and wine to the gods in Rome.

· Lynch, Chapter Four: What was the Jesus Movement distinctive belief that set them apart from other sects within Judaism? The Jesus movement distinctive belief that sets them apart from other is that they believed they could return to the original life of the early Christians.

· Lynch, Chapter Four: What were some of the social values held by Jews that Jewish-Christians violated? What are the two ‘stumbling blocks’ that come between Jews, Jewish-Christians and Gentiles who were interested in converting to the Jesus Movement? Widows, Orphans and Strangers was to be treated the same as any other Jews, it didn’t matter if they were poor they would still get the help they needed, this was often sometime violated because of the social values at the time. Two stumbling blocks that came between Jews, Jewish-Christians and Gentiles who were interested in converting to the Jesus Movement, was 



Weekly course work 3:

What are the basic features of Gnostic Christianity? Genostic Christianity basic features that make up their religion are they believed that only them understood god or Christ messages and every other group had gotten it wrong.
[bookmark: _Hlk518817492][bookmark: _Hlk518817914]What are the results of Marcion of Sinope’s theological claims?  The results of Marcion of Sinope’s theological claims are that if forced other to look at and study old Testaments and to have a better understanding of it.
Why do figures like Marcion and Valentinus matter for th546e history of a movement? Ancient figures like Marcion and Valentinus matter because they help push the movement by their theological claims. We now wouldn’t have an uns

Weekly course work 4: martyrs
1.They tried convincing the Romans that their kingdom of God was coming soon and that it was a spiritual and that held no threat to the Roman Empire. This led to the Romans wanting Christians to renounce their faith and then them being tortured.
2.The Romans would not stand for Christianity and turned to torture which led to the deaths of many Christian people, which means that in early Christianity a higher number of their believers died for not abandoning their faith in Christianity.
3.Not from what I can tell but it closely challenges what is said in the Bible about early Christian history to some extent.
4.These martyrs who died showed other Christians that they were just dying for God and that helped others to keep believing.
5.Pliny's Letter teaches about the Romans’ approach to religious movements were that it was filled with violence and occasionally murder or torture. It also shows how the Roman controlled belief systems for each of the people so that they followed the gods that the Senate and Emperor wanted them to, by making an example out of anyone who believed in any gods they didn't see as their gods.
6.Pliny's question for the Roman Emperor Trigon was what he should do about his ignorance towards Christian people who have once been Christian but who had denounced it.


Weekly coursework 5: The Apologists
· One way they countered negative views was by teaching and educating Greek and Roman societies what they saw as acceptable about Christianity.  
· Origin’s way was to divide columns of text of the Testament into either Greek to Hebrew or Hebrew to Greek.
· Origin wanted to look at the Old Testament to get Jewish and Christians to agree that each religious form of literature was correct, for example the Bible and the story of baby Jesus being born and how it is told in Jewish texts.
· One of his motives is to keep peace between other religions. His other motive includes wanting to translate the Old Testament into Jewish and Greek languages.
· Something that surprised me about Origin was that as he went about his work with biblical passages he was also teaching himself.
· For me, finding merit in his argument was not that easy so I would say partially there is some but, in my opinion, there isn't.
· What Justin does is that he explains Christianity in a way that compares them to the Greek gods and Roman gods, and in this way, he is telling them his God is better because they don't need to sacrifice people, and not serve or be slaves to these gods that are ever demanding. They are free people and this Christ and God are there to look after them and not demand things from them, only ask them to follow simple rules.

Weekly course work 6: Gender
1. Stark's argument for how women contributed to their early Christianity is that documents from the time didn't focus on anything other than how there were more women than men, and that women got left out of early texts.
2. The body supports a role of women in Christianity by they were there to be baby makers, and they just belonged to the husbands, fathers or any other males in their lives. They contributed to Christianity by raising the children in the faith and by marrying pagans who could be turned to their religion of Christianity.
3. The source of her ‘superpower’ more which enables her to would take the action that she does is that she believes in Paul and his teachings of Christianity, to the point where she wants to be like him to help and teach others about Christianity and in ways be the voice for women in the faith of Christianity.
4. Stark helps you read the acts of Thecla by telling you the roles of women outside Christianity as well as in Christianity. And it helps you understand the impact that Thecla made from her actions.
5. One thing that Stalk’s reading did not address was how the role of women in and out of Christianity and their indifferent statuses affected how they were perceived.

Weekly course work 7: Ritual and Worship
· 1.What I wasn't aware about when reading these chapters was how architecture for churches was so limited, and it was thanks to Constantine that this was changed. The church Constantine started it still one of the biggest to date but the new churches can hold 3000 people. This shows that Christianity had been accepted.
· 2.After reading the biblical passages about particular rituals and behaviours like drinking wine that was thought to be Christ’s blood, eating together as family and friends, these are just two examples. These are also connected Justin when he is talking and defending Christianity.
· 3.This tale sets the idea of after death having new life. Modern day examples of a dispute over a sacred space, not having enough room to park a car and the deeper issues this is people choose not wanting to share space that is their theirs and their fear of giving up control over something they own.
· 4.I have a few questions about rituals and worship, my main one being is what if there is a need to change faith as a woman, for example if you get married to say Jewish man, do you have to do change your faith for him?

Weekly course work 8: Christian Empire & Imperial Christianity

· 1.The final persecutions, which came about because Emperor Nero wanted to exterminate Christianity, was to sacrifice them to their God or just simply as a scapegoat to get rid of them. It failed because of Constantine helping Christians and building a new paradise for them that was named after himself.
· 2.Proof is provided for Constantine having been chosen to foster and grow the Christian church by the fact he had a vision from God and the showed him what he could do to help others
· 3.Eusebius shows Constantine as a man who came out of nowhere after having his vision from God and becoming a Christian, whereas Zosimos tells what he's done and what his achievements were in life and how it was looked upon by everyone. The one-way Roman society values are evident in the text is when they speak of the other gods, for example Apollo who in Roman society was still worshipped heavily.
· 4.The reasons why bishops of Rome came to prominence was because of pressure - they claimed the position in the governance of the church which made them better than any other bishops that were important.
· 5.My question is as follows: had Constantine always had this strong faith in God or did he only ever truly believe in him after having his dream or vision from God? Had Constantine grown up with parents who had strong faith in Christianity? 

Weekly course work 9:
· Lynch, Chapter 16, “The Ascetic Movement.” 
· According to Lynch, how did the rise of asceticism and the institution of monasticism influence the basic idea of what it meant to be (a) a Christian and (b) a Christian leader? 
· According to Lynch the rise of asceticism and institution of monasticism influence the basic idea of what it meant to be a christen by the idea of that to follow this movement meant they had to follow spiritual life so they could be close to god.
· Handouts on Moodle: 
· The Pachomiam Rules. Identify two passages that reflect the concerns that individuals living in community faced.
· (14) If any one of them forgets anything and hesitates in speaking. he shall undergo punishment for his negligence and forgetfulness.
· (55) When someone's close relative dies, he shall not be allowed to attend the funeral unless the father of the monastery orders it.

· The Life of Pelagia. How did monastic life provide an opportunity for “liberation” for men and—most especially—for women?
· Monastic life provides an opportunity for “liberation” for men and women by because it made gender no matter anymore. They were just people following the life god wanted them too.
· Theodoret’s Religious History. Identify how asceticism enables a holy person to function in society; in other words, what does it “liberate” them to do?
· It liberate them in living a peaceful life because they are no longer help back by things we are like getting a house having a family.

