Finances in Macedon under Philip II of Macedon

Dissertation plan
· Introduction- 1000
· Introduce the topic of finance and economics in ancient Macedon. 
· Touch upon the importance of Philip’s influence on the Macedonian Kingdom and how this was vital for the Macedonian expansion. 
· Note that the sources for this period are problematic and discuss ways in which epigraphic, archaeological, historical, and literary sources can be used in conjunction with each other to try and piece together a clearer view of the economy, as for this period no source can give a workable image of Macedonian finance.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Borza 1990: 8-22.] 

· Assert the main focus and argument of this essay is that Philip’s economic stimulation, and ability to manage finances contributed vastly to Macedon being able to rise so quickly to power during his reign.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Hammond 1972: 16.] 

· Define and signpost the dissertation’s argument clearly and concisely.

· Section 1: Ancient economics and historiography- 1500
· Start by addressing the source issues involved in understanding the ancient economy in terms of Macedon, and classical Greece in general.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Borza 1990: 3. ] 

· Argue that both Xenophon’s and Pseudo-Aristotle’s works on economics are important in understanding economies during this time period, and that Pseudo-Aristotle’s ideas about how a kingdom’s economy works is the best and closest depiction of the style of economy that Philip had.[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  P.Arist. [Oec.] 2.1345b.] 

· Discuss the differences of time between the works of the sources, like Diodorus, and the dangers of using evidence from Macedon under Alexander’s reign to apply to Macedon during Philip’s reign. 
· Discuss the negative view of Macedon in modern scholarship, and how this has caused the lack of research and general interest in Macedon until recently, when it has begun to become a more commonly researched region (especially with the arrival of Hammond’s extensive work compiling information on Macedon).[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Borza 1990: 4-12, 16-17.] 

· The causes of the shunning of Macedon into obscurity is partly due to the lack of direct authors, and partly due to Demosthenes’ scolding of Philip.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Borza 1990: 4-8.] 


· Section 2: Before Philip- 1000
· This section first addresses the lack of source material about Macedon under any other kings before Philip. The sources of Herodotus and others that have accounts of this time period do not go into any detail, and the archaeological evidence from Macedon has been sparse until recently.[footnoteRef:7]  [7:  Borza 1990: 15-17.] 

· Note the military structure, and the idea of the kings possessing direct ownership over the land’s natural resources (such as the timber that Perdikkas II supplies to Athens from Macedon, which he uses as a political gift).[footnoteRef:8]  [8:  Borza 1990: 153.] 

· Mention the coinage, such as that of Alexander I.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Borza 1990: 54.] 

· Highlight Alexander I’s dealings with the Greek states and his subservience to the Persians, and how the is dissimilar to the expansion and power gained in Philip’s Macedon.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Hammond 1992: 43-45.] 

· This section is to contrast against Philip’s expansion and economic investments.[footnoteRef:11]  [11:  Hammond 1972: 16.] 


· Section 3: agriculture- 500
· This section discusses the income and infrastructure generated from the agricultural holdings and products of Macedon.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Hammond 1972: 14-15.] 

· Lower Macedon had several fertile plains, and when Philip became Archon of Thessaly he also had access to the relatively sizeable agricultural assets, and excellent horses there.[footnoteRef:13]  [13:  Sealey 1976: 18.] 

· Upper Macedon was mountainous like much of Greece, and as such would have struggled to support a large population with its meagre food supply.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Hammond 1972: 15.] 

· This section is probably the least important aspect of Philip’s finances, but should be mentioned because managing the food and supplies of the kingdom is an important financial focus for the people.[footnoteRef:15]  [15:  Ashley 1998: 80.] 


· Section 4: Special products (timber)- 1500
· Macedon and neighbouring regions had an abundance of timber.[footnoteRef:16] The Strymon River valley, and Upper Macedon holds the majority of the timber, which is the best pine with which to make ships and pitch.[footnoteRef:17]  [16:  Xen. Hell. 5.2.16; Worthington 2008: 7.]  [17:  Borza 1990: 55-56; Hammond 1972: 10.] 

· The forests here are some of the best in the ancient world for timber, and Athens often sought ownership of this valuable resource.[footnoteRef:18]  [18:  Borza 1990: 55-56, 113.] 

· Being mainly a land-focussed military, Macedon had less need for timber than a naval-based power like Athens.[footnoteRef:19]  [19:  Borza 1990: 55.] 

· The examples of the Macedonian kings using timber as a resource to trade shows the centralised nature of Macedon’s resources to the royal family.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Borza 1990: 56-57.] 

· Mention the inability for Philip to trade this resource with Athens.[footnoteRef:21] [21:  Borza 1990: 201-202.] 

· Emphasise the use of timber by Amyntas III and Alexander I as a political resource.[footnoteRef:22] [22:  Borza 1990: 110, 182-183.] 


· Section 5: Special products (mines)-1500
· There are several mines in Macedon, and many mines in locations which Philip captured during his conquests, most importantly the mines near the settlement of Philippi, which Philip founded in order to exploit these mines.[footnoteRef:23] Near Mount Pangaeus the gold mines that Philip improved funded a significantly contributed to the funds of Macedon, producing an exceptional amount of gold.[footnoteRef:24]  [23:  Hammond 1972: 12-13; Worthington 2008: 7.]  [24:  Borza 1990: 54; Worthington 2008: 45.] 

· This gold belonged to the king, and Philip invested significant resources into making these mines as lucrative as possible.[footnoteRef:25]  [25:  Borza 1990: 54-55; Hammond 1972: 16.] 

· Philip Also acquired mines in Paeonia, and other mines in Thrace that directly provided the king with silver.[footnoteRef:26]  [26:  Hdt. 7.112, 5.17; Fol and Hammond 1988: 252-253.] 

· Discuss the wealth of silver and gold in this period, and the ways in which these mines contributed significantly to funding Philip’s conquests.[footnoteRef:27] [27:  Borza 1990: 50-54.] 


· Section 6: trade-1000
· Trade is an often overlooked method of income in many ancient studies, as trade was not only a constant source of income for many people living within the region, but also its rulers. Trade in the Northern Aegean was very lucrative, and Philip often sought out port cities which had access to this trade.[footnoteRef:28] The Chalcidice held many important harbours and Greek poleis that Philip claimed and used for this valuable trade.[footnoteRef:29]  [28:  Dem. 4.34; Dem. 7.14-16; Strab. Geo. 7. Frag. 33; Worthington 2008: 132-133, 74-82.]  [29:  Borza 1990: 49.] 

· Discuss trade deals that Macedon formed with Athens, which were not formalised.[footnoteRef:30] Also discuss the influence, ability and impact of a monarch on the trade of their kingdom, and how this effected the income of Macedon’s treasury, and Macedon as a whole.[footnoteRef:31] [30:  Dem. 7.12.]  [31:  Borza 1990: 110.] 

· There was no direct taxation in Macedon, discuss the reason why citing the individual kings in Upper Macedon, and the tentative control the kings had.[footnoteRef:32] [32:  Worthington 2008: 6-7.] 


· Section 7: Expenses- 2000
· A large section, expenses covers all of the issues and expenditures Philip faced with expanding and maintaining his empire. 
· There are several considerations that a king in Philip’s position needed to take into account: The paying of officials and soldiers, the upkeep of infrastructure, and the supplies necessary for campaigning.[footnoteRef:33] [33:  Ashley 1998: 80-82.] 

·  In particular to Philip, patronage of the arts and bribery can also be discussed as significant expenditures.[footnoteRef:34] [34:  Aesch. 3.149; Dem. 8.66; Diod. 16.53, 16.8; Carney 2015: 194-195.] 


· Conclusion- 1000
· Conclude that while the incomes of Macedon under Philip were exceptional, the expenses involved in Philip’s conquests, military reforms, and economic improvements were equally extraordinary and that while Philip was extremely rich, it is not inexplicable when Alexander claims he was nearly broke upon inheriting the throne.[footnoteRef:35]  [35:  Arr. Anab. 7.9; Diod. 16.3.; Plut. Alex. 15.] 

· Importantly conclude that without Philip’s attention to economics and finance, Macedon could never have grown to such a remarkable power in this period.[footnoteRef:36]  [36:  Worthington 2008: 7.] 
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