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Abstract
In this report I aim to focus on the more significant laws in relation to marriage and divorce while touching upon the divide within both orthodox and reform Judaism. I am not going to look at the laws of marriage from an ancient perspective[footnoteRef:1] due to the imitations of this report. [1:  By this I am referring to the ancient times, and scriptures of arranged marriages at the time of Abraham.] 

Introduction
Judaism, like many other religions, holds more than just one branch. The two main branches[footnoteRef:2] of Judaism are Orthodox, who believe you should follow the word of the Torah literally and obey every law, and reform Judaism that only follow those laws which are morally binding[footnoteRef:3]. The marriage and divorce laws within the two branches of Judaism demonstrate the differences they have.  [2:  I am aware there are more than 2 as Judaism also holds Hasidic and conservative branches.]  [3:  It was decided by the reform Jewish community which laws they do not have to follow for them to assimilate, this was called the Pittsburgh Platform in 1885.] 

Law within marriage
[image: ]Laws of dress:
In an orthodox wedding the bride is required to wear a veil over her face. This is significant to the Wedding as it is seen in multiple examples within the Torah. For example, in Genesis 24 there is the example of Rebekah and Isaac and their wedding.[footnoteRef:4] where Rebekah take a veil to cover her face before she is wed. It is also said that “Charm is false, and beauty is futile; a God-fearing woman is to be praised” (Proverbs 31:30). This also represents the significance as to why a veil is worn as it reminds the man that he is marrying a woman for her beauty within rather than the beauty he sees. Reform Jewish women are not required to wear the veil on their wedding day because of the Pittsburgh platform.[footnoteRef:5] An orthodox woman’s wedding dress must be to the ankles or below it and have a three-quarter length sleeve or long sleeve in order to cover the shoulders. This is largely significant as Orthodox women must obey the laws of being modest and dressing modestly. In reform Judaism this varies depending on what the synagogue agrees upon.[footnoteRef:6] Orthodox men will wear a morning suit as well as their Kittle. This is because “it used to be customary for the bridegroom to wear for the first time during the ceremony the Kittel”[footnoteRef:7] It would no longer be expected of Reform Jewish men to maintain this custom[footnoteRef:8]. However, this does represent the significance of why men will wear a prayer shawl in the ceremony, as it still holds strong values and symbolic meaning for Orthodox Jews today.  [4:  “So, she took her veil and covered herself.” (Genesis 24:65). Therefore, the tradition is still significant and continued in many Orthodox Jewish weddings today.]  [5:  One of the agreed upon points was that the requirements of dress no longer had to be met in order to allow them to assimilate into secular society.]  [6:  Therefore, a woman may be allowed to bear her shoulders.]  [7:  N. De Lange, an introduction to Judaism, Cambridge; Cambridge University press, page 108.]  [8:  As the Pittsburgh Platform allows the change in dress laws in order to aid assimilation into secular society.] 
Fig 1; Nelson, S. 2014, Pictures of an Ultra-orthodox Jewish wedding. https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/02/20/19-stunning-pictures-ultra-orthodox-jewish-wedding_n_4822943.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer_us=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvLnVrLw&guce_referrer_cs=YQ5oeSq4DxulUyjUdNRBtA [Accessed 01.11.2018].

Laws of Purity:
It is traditional for Orthodox Jewish women to visit the sacred bath within an orthodox synagogue called the Mikvah. They visit this in order to become spiritual cleansed and ready for marriage as a pure woman. This is significant within a Jewish wedding as it is still commonly practised today, that a bride and the groom will visit a Mikvah, on separate occasions, to both enter their marriage as pure and clean. It is required of the bride to “remove all jewellery and even nail polish before entering the bath and must fully immerse herself in the water while reciting a special prayer”[footnoteRef:9] This however has less significance within reform Judaism mainly because within the Pittsburgh Platform they removed the demand on observance of the purity laws.[footnoteRef:10] [9:   C. Westbrook, Jewish Wedding rites, 2009, < http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/rites/weddings_1.shtml>  [accessed by 03.11.2018].]  [10:  But also, because you only find Mikvahs within Orthodox synagogues as many reform synagogues do not feel they need to have them as they no longer observe strict purity laws.] 

[image: ]Objects within Marriage:
The Ketubah hold great significance within both branches of Judaism as it is to ensure the groom will be able to look after his new wife and is also used as a way of ensuring the bride will be paid her marriage settlement if the groom ever died or if they were to divorce. Traditionally Ketubah’s were required of marriage in order to tell the difference between the wife and the concubine in Israel.[footnoteRef:11] The Ketubah was also used in order to protect the wife by the husband promising to provide; food, clothing and conjugal rights.  [11:  A wife would have a Ketubah and a concubine would not. ] 
Fig 2; Caspi, M. 1991 – 2018, Huppah Giclee Ketubah, https://www.caspicards.com/buy/huppah-giclee-ketubah/ [accessed by 03.11.2018]

In all branches of Judaism, the Huppah will be present in the wedding ceremony. The Huppah is significant still today as it represents the couple’s new home they will build together. The Huppah also signifies the openness the couple will share in their relationship.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  As all sides of the Huppah are open. ] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Also, in all branches of Judaism there is a significant ring ceremony[footnoteRef:13]. Traditionally the groom would give the ring to the bride and say “By this ring you are consecrated to me”[footnoteRef:14]. It now however custom of reform Judaism that the man and women will exchange rings. This is because they believe it is significant for the bride to have an equal part to the groom.  [13:  As a physical representation of the marriage. ]  [14:  B. Zlotowitz and D. Kasakove, Jewish wedding practice, < https://reformjudaism.org/jewish-wedding-practices-surprising-origins-and-reform-innovations> [accessed by 03.11.2018] ] 

Divorce
Requirements of Divorce:
It is extremely significant within Orthodox Judaism that to have a correct divorce the Get must be signed. If the Get is not signed by the wife, then in the Orthodox community she becomes Agunah and this means she is not able to re-marry. In reform communities however, they have disregarded the tradition of receiving the Get and now accept divorce given by a civil court instead of the Bet Din. In addition, the Get a woman is required to receive her marriage settlement after divorce, as specified within the Ketubah. This is only significant within orthodox communities as they still follow the tradition of providing a Get to the wife, whereas reform have removed this requirement. 
Gender inequality in divorce:
In orthodox Judaism there are large inequalities to the roles gender play within divorce and life after divorce. For example, in the book of Deuteronomy it states:
“When a man takes a wife, and marries her, then it comes to pass that she does not find favour in his eyes, because he has found something unseemly in her, then he writes her a bill of divorce, and gives it in her hand, and sends her out of his house.” (Deuteronomy 24:1)
From this section it seems that divorce is a very male orientated tradition, this is no longer significant in Orthodox communities as both the husband or wife can go to the Jewish Courts and request a divorce bill. There is also inequality towards women if they do not sign or did not receive a Get but are still referred to as divorced. These Women become Agunah and this is significant within the divorce laws as it is still practised today in the Orthodox communities. There are also extreme cases where women are shunned from their communities if they want divorce and get exhaled by their own family members.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  H. Ewing and R. Grady, One of us, [Film] 2017 https://www.netflix.com/watch/80118101?trackId=13752289&tctx=0%2C0%2C7d8d7e41-9bda-40ab-a547-90db75284492-13889462%2C%2C [accessed by 01.11.2018].] 


Conclusion:
In conclusion, laws of Marriage and divorce that were once seen as largely significant to all Jews are now becoming increasingly less significant and, in some cases, non-existent due to the Reform advancement and need for assimilation. 
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