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[bookmark: _Toc185959176]Introduction                 
Community and neighbourhood policing is considered to be an efficient opportunity to establish law enforcement and collaboration with neighbouring communities. Enacting this practice is critically involved with maintaining collaborative practices with surrounding communities and individuals living in nearby areas. This report will present a profound demonstration of the core concepts and practices relating to neighbourhood and community policies in England and Wales. In the UK, neighbourhood policing has emerged as an exclusive strategic practice supporting the involvement of different aspects, including training, resolution of various problems, community engagement and police and law enforcement. Increased focus on law enforcement and community engagement is effective in bringing opportunities relating to community-based engagement. Potential challenges can emerge relating to neighbourhood and community policing, which will be demonstrated in the context of England and Wales. This report will be categorised into three main sections, while the main body will include diverse aspects that are directly engaged with the study phenomenon. 
[bookmark: _Toc185959177]Objectives 
The main objectives of this report include:
1. To explore and investigate the complications and challenges associated with policing in England and Wales,
2. To investigate the perceptions, issues and other options that are relevant to policing in these neighbourhoods,
3. To acquire appropriate solutions to existing complications associated with policing.
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[bookmark: _Toc185959179]The current context of policing in England and Wales and opportunities of the Barber (2022) and Casey (2016 and 2023) reviews
Neighbourhood policing has emerged as a significant policing strategy in the UK, offering critical progress towards maintaining various aspects associated with the prevention of crime and disorder. As of 2023-24, the number of crimes has been recorded to be nearly 6.66 million in England and Wales (Clark, 2024). Over the years, policing in various locations across the UK has witnessed drastic implications. For example, in early 2000, the Queens Park estate foresaw challenges relating to policing (Innes et al. 2020). The fear of insecurity and crime rate was relatively higher in these areas, while local police encountered the prevalent problems with crime and drugs. As observed, the condition in Wales was slightly different than in these locations; however, there are severe issues relating to individuals engaged with the police department in Wales. The limited enforcement power regarding PCSO has been identified to be critically challenging for increased complications associated with policing in Wales. 
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Figure 1: Number of police recorded crimes in Wales and England 
(Source: Clark, 2024)
The Barber (2022) and Casey (2016 and 2023) reviews have stated analytical insights that are highly relevant for establishing a modern policing service, especially in England and Wales. This review has not only emphasised challenges relating to policing activities and initiatives in England and Wales but has also proposed promising recommendations to eliminate these implications. The formulation and implementation of a Cross-departmental Crime Prevention Strategy have been highlighted to be highly effective in preventing diverse types of crimes (Barber, 2022). Besides a Crime Prevention Strategy, a vast range of other relevant practices have also been recommended, which include the establishment of a Crime Prevention Agency, enforcement of associated duties, and creating public awareness regarding crime prevention alongside ensuring the maintenance of crime prevention duties and responsibilities in private organisations. Despite the presence of different jurisdictions in the UK, England and Wales are the major jurisdictions with the highest crime rates, accounting for 89.7 per 1000 individuals (Statista Research Department, 2024). 
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Figure 2: Differentiation of crime rates as per jurisdiction 
(Source: Statista Research Department, 2024)
In England and Wales, government officials have encountered a challenging situation regarding the maintenance of policing due to the pressure of a target-driven policing approach taken by the government. Reportedly, a force has been put on by the government to decrease the crime rate by 20% (Theguardian, 2021). The prevalence of violent crimes, different offences and homicide has increased rapidly, which has created constraints for government officials, police chiefs and other individuals engaged with law engagement. In 2024, the number of hate crimes recorded by police in England and Wales accounted for 140,561, 5% less than the previous year (Gov, 2024). Furthermore, it has been decided that there is a drastic need for approximately 20,000 new officers in England and Wales. However, in 2010, the budget for policing was cut, which has impacted the new recruitment of officers for establishing law enforcement in these locations. Therefore, the current context of policing comprises severe issues relating to budget restriction, which is obviously highly challenging for policing activities in these areas. 
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Policing by consent has been optimised to be another critical aspect in this context. In the UK, a unique practice is observed, which involves gaining consensual support from individuals while informing the police for any purpose. Besides this, policing by consent also involves considering police officers as general citizens in uniform. As revealed by Stephens Griffin (2021), undercover policing is observed to bring tremendous implications on the lives of individuals surrounding the policing interventions, especially environmentalists. In another statistics, the crime rates in England and Wales is nearly 110.5 per 1000 individuals (Clark, 2024).
[image: ]
Figure 3: Crime rates in the UK by police area 
(Source: Clark, 2024)
As observed, policing by consent is an innovative approach that contributes to the improvement of the internal relationships between police and the general public. The importance of police culture has been amplified through the development of knowledge despite challenging complexities (Cockcroft, 2020). Indeed, policing by consent comes with options for opting to identify the possibility of anti-social behaviour, which may include drug practices, harassment, violence, keeping firearms and various other interventions through interacting with local individuals. The presence of internal conflicts and deficiency in management has created disruptive issues. 
[bookmark: _Toc185959181]Appropriateness of neighbourhood policing
Neighbourhood policies maintain a critical involvement in establishing community engagement while establishing law enforcement and prevention of serious crime. There are severe issues between private and public policing in the UK, which are observed to affect public police (Button, 2023). Besides this, public police are observed to maintain involvement with some of the most persistent controversial provisions of crime, which is quite low for private policing. There are various neighbourhood policing teams in England and Wales, which are also known as NPTs and are responsible for managing law enforcement in specified localities. Leveraging AI technologies has become quite common in the modern era, which has taken a significant opportunity through encouraging the police force (McDaniel and Pease, 2021). The key contribution associated with neighbourhood policing is highlighted as monitoring and preventing crime occurrences in specified localities. Indeed, maintaining a supportive connection between policing activities within private and public held a critical engagement with the regulations of private security. However, despite these complications, neighbourhood policing has emerged to be critical in England and Wales.
The importance of neighbourhood policing is dependent on various factors which are mainly involved with various aspects, such as increasing community accessibility, engaging in a partnership to resolve local problems, tackling anti-social behaviour and problems and interacting with local individuals. Partnership policing is also observed pervading the prevention of crime relating to communities. In addition to that, increased focus on community policing has created a disruptive impact on police agencies along with contributing to increased obligations (Fleming, 2006). These aspects have put police in a state of turmoil due to the increased need for interacting with people in communities and implementing common approaches to prevent anti-social behaviour. Maintaining partnerships has been prioritised as a mandatory principle for police in the UK, which provides support in the management of law enforcement in the UK. 
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The presence of a diverse range of challenges relating to policing is highly persistent and challenging. Also, these challenges include the presence of racism among police as police are claimed to be “institutionally racist”. Racism has emerged as a disruptive challenge in the UK, resulting in the “Black Lives Matter” movement (Joseph–Salisbury et al. 2020). collective failure relating to the handling of law enforcement regardless of the ethnicity and racial identity of individuals can contribute to the prevalence of racism among police. In the past years, a range of complaints have been raised against metropolitan police claiming their racism and misogyny against certain groups of people. The Casey report has stated that nearly 12% of women have experienced harassment or attacks in their workplace (Dodd, 2023). Despite the maintenance of various types of practices relating to establishing exclusive interaction and engagement between the public and police, the persistent presence of institutional racism has affected this collaboration. 
The rising racism among police and private institutions has emerged as a critical challenge in England. Besides prioritising the persistent effects of racism, prospecting the presence of hatred and negligence toward racism has also been identified to be challenging. Different contemporary events have possessed devastating implications on policing in Great Britain, which include the pandemic outbreak (Nolan et al. 2020). However, these events have been maintained with strict interventions and policing to ensure compliance with law enforcement. However, the claims of police being institutionally racist have been proven with various recent incidents relating to metropolitan police. Increased bullying and harassment of women and men of colour have been quite common, indicating the issues with institutional racism among police, which can be a drastic hindrance to progress towards community policing. 
[bookmark: _Toc185959183]Potential solutions via community engagement and multi-agency 
Community engagement has emerged as a highly responsive practice for policing, while multi-agency working can be helpful for the management of comprehensive optimisation and prevention of crime rates in the UK. Prospecting the role of community engagement and multi-agency working will be incredibly beneficial for the evaluation of potential solutions for the challenges of policing. The UK government is accustomed to the management of establishing multi-agency work practices to provide support for preventing crime. Recently, partnered activities of Fire and Rescue Services, Care Quality Commissions and His Majesty’s Inspectorate of Probation have helped prevent youth violence (Gov, 2024). It is one of the incidents in which the UK government’s decision to utilise multi-agency working has supported the establishment of law enforcement. A huge responsibility is put upon different agencies working for social service, policing and law enforcement.
Establishing partnerships between police forces of different localities and other agencies has been proven to be highly effective in the case of providing support to law enforcement. In many locations, policing is considered to be responsive to various anti-social activities and industrialisation (Walcott, 2021). Besides this, community engagement is vital in the case of neighbourhood policing due to the responsibility of collaborative efforts. Increased participation of individuals is observed to be highly supportive of crime prevention through neighbourhood policing. The attainment of useful information based on the requirement of policing is considered to be one of the critical areas relevant to maintaining law enforcement in the UK, with a particular reference to England and Wales. Thereafter, multi-agency partnerships and community engagement are identified to be highly beneficial for solving the challenges that are commonly witnessed by police in these areas. 
Therefore, in the future, community and neighbourhood policing will get access to higher responsibility regarding the management of youth violence, which can be controlled. During the pandemic outbreak, procedural justice has been prioritised for policing in the UK (Farrow, 2020). Besides this, efficient management of internal communication practices is expected to contribute to the management and importance of law enforcement in the UK. 
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[bookmark: _Toc185959185]Summary 
Based on the overall description, neighbourhood policing has been identified as having a core importance in England and Wales. Keeping the core focus on partnership and neighbourhood policing has created an incredible opportunity for the improvement of diverse growth areas. The Barber (2022) and Casey (2016 and 2023) reviews have been acknowledged, creating a distinguished knowledge of the possible remarks for improving policing interventions and activities. Establishing different crime prevention measures through a Crime Prevention Strategy is identified to be beneficial, however, policing by consent has been identified to bring potential issues for the general public. 
Other than that, neighbourhood policing holds significant support for the management of excruciating law enforcement in different localities. The main intention is to emphasise the importance of neighbourhood policing, which has created an exclusive opportunity to intervene in various types of crimes and anti-social activities. However, the claims relating to institutional racism among police have been identified to be a hindrance for the progress of community engagement as a wide range of complaints have been raised against police, especially in metropolitan areas. Lastly, multi-agency working and community engagement are identified to be some of the most rational interventions that will be extremely helpful for bringing solutions to policing challenges in the UK. 
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