Audiology - Developing my career
My interest in Audiology began whilst I was working within the ENT outpatient’s department, within the Cardiff and Vale NHS Trust. I got to see firsthand the impact hearing difficulties can have on patients and how it affects their daily lives.  I got to see patients experiencing a range of ear and hearing conditions. I became interested in the management of hearing loss and the support offered to patients by the audiologists. 
This experience within ENT was the starting point for me to develop a career in Audiology. In 2022 I transferred to the audiology department and began Training within Swansea University.  My daily role within the department consists of carrying out hearing tests, covering busy ENT clinics. Fitting hearing aids. Reassessments, where patients are booked for Hearing tests and re programming of hearing aids.  We also have a walk-in repair service which we get scheduled to cover. Twice a month I am out on Domiciliary visits, this can be for hearing tests or hearing aid repairs.
Working in audiology is very rewarding and you can see the positive impact the work has on patients.  Being able to help someone communicate effectively and improve their quality of life is very special, seeing a patients face light up or a patient becoming emotional because they are so happy gives me purpose and motivates me to want to be better within my role. Audiologists build relationships with every patient.  Everyone is individual and has different needs. Which is an important part of the role, as the patient feels comfortable and trusts in the work you are doing is to help better their daily lives. 
Furthering my career in audiology would enable me to develop my existing knowledge and clinical skills and gain a deeper understanding of the assessment and management of hearing disorders. I recognise that audiology is a developing profession with advances in research, technology and clinical practice that influences the way patients are assessed and supported. Having the opportunity to study further would allow me to build on my existing experience, increase my confidence and develop the skills required to progress professionally. 
There are many areas within audiology that I have not yet dealt with. Such as the Tinnitus team, Vestibular and Cochlear Implant and Bone anchored hearing aids.  This is what motivates me to pursue further education as I would like the opportunity to develop my ability to provide effective, compassionate and patient centred care. My goal is to be part of the Cochlear implant team as this fascinates me how it bypasses the damaged parts of the inner ear and sends electric sound signals directly to the hearing nerve.

I believe continued academic professional development is essential within audiology, as advances in technology and research continue to influence the way hearing loss is assessed and managed. I am looking forward to developing my career within Audiology as I find my role very rewarding as it has immediate life changing impact on patients lives.


