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Dissertation Synopsis
“Reimagining the Role of Stadiums as Community Infrastructure”
Introduction 
This dissertation will investigate the development of stadium architecture as a symbol of community identity and a piece of integrated urban infrastructure. Traditionally designed as spaces of jus for the one purpose, the modern stadiums are starting to aim to serve a wider community and commercial purpose. From spaces the public can use on a day to day bases, to a being used for commercial uses and social collaborative spaces hubs. This study will explore the ways in which sports architecture can develop in to a activate urban space and provide long-term value beyond match days.


Main Body of Proposal
Methodology 
Architectural analysis of stadiums, focusing on design, spatial strategies, and urban context.
Literature review of books and websites, planning documents, and architectural criticism.
Interviews with architects, planners and local Community.
Site visits and photos to see how stadiums function day to day and when there’s no major event.
Aims and Objectives
To explore how stadiums shape and reflect local identity.
To assess how contemporary stadiums fit within the surrounding areas.
To evaluate the architectural strategies used to encourage or hinder community integration.
To propose principles for designing future sports facilities as inclusive, community spaces.
Literature Review
Looking into how Gordon Cullen breaks down cities.
Looking at how Matt Carmona breaks down city design and making spaces feel like home
Case study analysis from architectural journals (e.g. Architectural Review)
Literature on sports sociology and civic identity, focusing on football cultures in the UK
Reports on stadium-led urban regeneration, including post-Olympic and post-World Cup scenarios
Limitations
Access to detailed architectural plans may be limited for certain case studies.
The scope will focus primarily on UK and European stadiums to remain manageable.
Ethical Considerations
If interviews are conducted, participants will be informed about the purpose of the research and consent will be obtained. Anonymity will be respected where requested. Photographic documentation of public spaces will avoid photographing individuals without consent.
Time Frame
	Month
	Task

	June
	Finalise topic and begin literature review

	July–August
	Conduct case study research; begin writing main chapters

	September
	Complete interviews / site visits; continue writing

	October
	Final draft writing and edits

	November
	Proofreading and submission prep


Conclusion 
This dissertation will give a deeper understanding of the relationship between sports architecture, identity, and urban life. By analysing how stadiums can change into more inclusive and multifunctional public spaces, to propose how architects might design for both emotional significance and long-term public value in future sporting infrastructure.


