Task 3 – Source Evaluation Template 
Student Details
Name and student ID: Stacey Hopkins 2543014
Topic chosen: The use of social media to promote business
Title of source: Datareportal: provides up to date statistics and reports about internet and social media around the world
Author(s): Simon Kemp
Year published: 2026
How did you find this source? Google

Why did you choose this source?

I chose this source because social media is an important and more current way to promote businesses. Dataporta provides up to date information about social media users, platforms and digital advertising. This source gives very useful evidence on how many people use social media and why it is important for businesses. This information is also relevant to my chosen topic and explains how businesses can use social media to communicate and reach customers.

Is this an academic source?
This is not an academic article but is a professional and credible source of information. It was published in 2026 to is very current information. Simon Kemp has produced the global digital reports for 15 years. This gives him great experience in this field.

When was it published? Is it recent enough? Why?
The report was published in 2026, so it is a recent source. This is important because social media changes very quickly, with new platforms, trends and ways of advertising all the time. Using recent information means the statistics and information are going to show how social media is currently being used by businesses and their customers.




Author Credibility

Who is the author? What are their qualifications or expertise?  

Simon Kemp the author, is credible due to him being the principle and CEO of Kepios and has a load of experience in digital marketing and up to date with social media trends. He has worked with major companies which makes him experienced and knowledgeable. His experience in digital marketing makes him a suitable person to provide information about this topic.


Reliability
I believe this source is reliable because it uses data and research about social media and digital trends. Datareportal provides reports using information from different recognised sources, which helps support the information that's presented, the report is often updated, and the 2026 report provides current information about social media use. However, I would still compare with other reliable sources before using it as evidence in my assignment.

Usefulness of the source
This source is useful for my assignment because it provides current information and statistics about social media use. This helps me understand why social media is important for businesses when promoting their products and services. The information can be used as evidence to support my points about how businesses use social media to reach customers and increase awareness of their brand.  I also think the source is useful because it directly relates to my chosen topic.



Reflection and Conclusion
After looking over this source, I have learnt it important to check over a source carefully before using it in an assignment.
I have learned to look at who wrote the information, when it was published, where the information comes from and if it is relevant to my topic.
I also learned the source can look professional but needs to be checked for reliability.
Going further i will compare information from different sources before deciding to use it as evidence.
Overall, I think Datareportal is a useful source for my chosen topic because it provides up to date information about social media and digital trends. Evaluating the source has helped me understand and improved my research skills.
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