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Discuss the Historical development Of UK Contemporary Logistics From 1950 to Date
Introduction
In this assignment I will be writing a review of how UK contemporary logistics has developed from 1950 to the current date. Since the 1950s, Contemporary logistics have come a long way in the UK. Increasing demand both domestically and internationally provided a catalyst to the development of basic logistics and in many ways was the kick off point for logistics. As Europe participated in trade between countries, better infrastructure and transport was needed to deliverer goods from country to country. Transport was provided in the shape of cargo ships and as the demand grew the ships became larger to meet this new demand. Therefore there was need for better organisation and planning, this was where logistics would establish itself as an industry and became such an important part of global trade and everyday life. (https://cdn.intechopen.com/pdfs-wm/38265.pdf)
Logistics during 1950
Before the 1950s, logistics was a term used by armed forces for organising the movement of weapons, troops and supplies etc. However during the 1950s, logistics would be adopted by private and public sector organisations when the world diverted its attention from World War 2 and onto restoring global trade whilst harnessing new technology born out of the war. As demand for items grew, infrastructure such as better road networks and cargo docks, with deeper waters for larger ships, were needed to facilitate the demand for such trade. The first step taken was improving the road networks and the now M6 system was a big part of this when the first stretch bypass was laid in Preston in 1958 which is now part of the current M6 system. (Made In Preston) With better road networks, the transportation of goods would become easier and more efficient and encourage further growth of the industry; however companies still distributed their products themselves rather than employing third party logistic companies like todays giants DHL and Eddie Stobart. The establishment of such companies would later become significant to development of contemporary logistics. (Scielo)
During the 1950s, sea freight started growing and many companies emerged as sea freight companies, one of these companies was F.S Mckenzie who were established in 1951 offering overland freight forwarding solutions for 1950s Britain. As demand for freight and logistics grew so did the company, offering more comprehensive logistics services until the latter end of the 20th century when the company entered the global arena. (F.S. MACKENZIE)
Logistics during 1960
During the 1960s, people started to recognise that the logistics had to change to become more efficient and effective. Logisticians recognised this due to the growth and demand for international trade and realised they needed to become more efficient through the means of better facilities and methods of transport like better cargo ports and better air freight services. With better facilities and methods of logistics they could cater for the demand for more trade. Companies also started to realise if they organised their shipping and distribution methods better they could become more profitable and have better productivity across the business. (Scielo)
Another landmark in the 60s was when the first seven bridge was opened, this created a trade route between England and Wales which benefitted and continues to benefit both regions well. The bridge was opened in 1966. (The First Seven Bridge)
During the 1960s many railway lines were closed due to the overall cost the lines were costing the government. Richard Beeching, chairman of British Railway, at the time oversaw the closure of 6000 miles of rail. (Sky News)
Logistics During 1970s
During the 1970s many companies opted to use depots to handle their distribution and would stock them sufficiently in order to cope with demand. These depots were reliant on a stock control method called ‘Just In Time’, this is where a company will produce stock to cater for demand and would make them as the orders come in rather than overstocking their depots just in case they had a lot of demand for them they had the stock ready. The ‘Just in Time’ stock control method was also heavily reliant on the assembly line which made producing stock quicker and more efficient making it easy to supply stock in a short timeframe. (BBC)
Logistics During 1980s
During the 1980s third party logistics operators were finally beginning to be used more frequently due to the growth and demand of the logistics industry. Companies like Eddie Stobart led the charge in the distribution industry using lorries to transport goods around the UK. (Scielo)
One of the biggest developments of the 1980s was the completion of the M25 motorway system which in its entirety covers most of London. The motorway is 117 miles long. (Surrey Live)
Another big development was made in the computer industry in the 1980s when Alan Sugar brought out the first compact and everyday useable computer and listed it on the London Stock Exchange during the late 80s. Amstrad had the most shares of the Portable Computer market in the United Kjngdom. Portable computers would then go on to change the face of business and with time logistics. (Computing History)


Logistics During 1990s
During the 1990s, one of the largest developments in the logistical industry was the opening of the channel tunnel in 1994. This is one of the main trade routes between Great Britain and European countries. This provides Great Britain with better opportunities to do trade with EU mainland countries. (BT)
Another technical enhancement made in the 90s was the introduction of the network of networks known today as the Internet. It then went on to take a more recognizable outlook when the computer scientist Tim Berness-Lee invented the World Wide Web opening up a vast array of opportunities when it comes to everyday business. The internet offers opportunities in advertising, such as giving companies the opportunity to create a website and advertise their products for sale. However companies didn’t jump on this opportunity in the 90s as they opted for traditional methods over a new un tested system like the internet. Today the internet is used regularly and has progressed so much we use it to purchase clothes and other products at the click of a button. In the 90s businesses didn’t see the huge potential that was about to be released. (Intenet Society )
Logistics during the 2000s
During the 2000s technology was improving by the day with technical enhancements in the field of computing and the World Wide Web. Companies and businesses started to take more opportunities when it came to the advertising side of the web and creating web pages people could actually order from. This changed the face of logistics as people could order at the click of a button and have their desired product delivered to their door in a matter of days without having to leave the house or go shopping. This then created a lot of demand in terms of products coming in overseas due to eBay and the likes where people could order products from all over the world. This created the need for better organization and better logistical services, progressing the industry even further. (Quora)
Logistics from 2010 to date
In the years leading from 2010 to the current date the world has come a long way logistically now the groundwork had been done. Technology keeps improving year by year and since the year of 2010 the smartphone has been invented and can play a huge role when it comes to modern day logistics. Before the smartphone people would use a Computer to surf the internet and order products and that wasn’t a convenient system as to have access to the internet you would have to be at home. However now you have access to the internet everywhere you go and through means of social media and other applications everyone is able to stay in touch easily throughout the day. This means in terms of logistics, people can order anything at any time. For example when it comes to purchasing clothes, people can scroll on clothing sites, pick out their items, place them in an online bag and then go to the online checkout and purchase them. Because of the enhancements in logistics people can now get next day delivery also if they order their items before midnight, the clothes will then turn up at your door the following day. This is due to faster depot sorting times and faster delivery methods when it comes to travel. The use of depots all around the country means company Lorries are never all that far away in Britain, creating shorter delivery times. (Mobile Industry Review)
Transportation methods have improved massively in terms of bigger ships that can carry more freight, bigger planes that can carry more freight and better road networks for lorries and other delivery methods. There are more planes flying cargo, more ships carrying freight and more lorries on the road. However as Logistics have developed the whole world has developed also in terms of population and number of vehicles on the road meaning more congestion which is can be a problem when it comes to lorries having to make short delivery times however the use of more depots around the country for a single company can ease this problem. (intechopen)
Distribution methods have become so efficient that there is no room for error and this can cause a lot of pressure. For example, earlier this year in 2018 KFC changed their third party distributor and halved their depot size to cut cost, this went drastically wrong when the depots could not cope with demand and left KFC stores around the country out of chicken, this cost the company millions of pounds a day in sales alone and is a real testament to how important logistics and distribution are today. (Supply Chain)
Conclusion
In conclusion, contemporary logistics has come a very long way since 1950 and has come from being a terms only used by the military to a system used every day to transport todays goods all around the world. The technological developments made by the internet changed the face of logistics and created the new world we live in today where we can get anything we want at the click of a button. Road, Sea, Air and rail transportation services have been utilised to their full potential and keep the world ticking when it comes to the delivery of goods. All in all without logistics where would we be today?
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