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[bookmark: _GoBack]This essay will explore the origins of feminism concentrating on the first wave of feminism, The Suffragettes. Consideration will be given to how feminism has changed from the 1800’s through the first wave with comparison to the contemporary world. This essay will also explore how equality was battled for mentioning the Macro level, globally, to the Micro level, the family. This essay will explore and give examples through the early 19th century of the sociological theories which relate to feminism and give examples of how these theories have enforced change within polices and legislation. Such theories that will be explored will include Radical and Liberal feminism.  Gender will also be discussed within this essay as feminism is a conflict theory where the fight for equality for one gender with another is particularly relevant. According to Connell and Pearse’s the definition of gender, within a sociological theory, is
‘the structure of social relations that centres on the reproductive arena, and the set of practices that bring reproductive distinctions between bodies into social processes’ (Connell and Pearse 2014;11)

Feminism can be defined as ‘A social movement, combining theory with political practice, which seeks to achieve equality between men and women’ (Oxford dictionary of Sociology P.G 245). This is the simplest way to define feminism but, according to Alison Jagger, feminists could agree the following working definition which ‘identifies feminism with the various social movements dedicated to ending the subordination of women’ (Jaggar, 1994, p 2). 
Equality is the basic desire, want, need of the feminist movement. The British author and educator, Mary Wollstonecraft, was part of the first wave of the feminist movement. Her creation ‘A Vindication of the Rights of Women’, published in 1792, gave her views on equality. A self-educated woman with outspoken views, for the time, was a good example of early feminism, in regard to her fight for educational equality for girls and women.  Wollstonecraft’s theory was that women should have entitlement to education dependant on their societal position however she does not argue equality between men and women. (Wollstonecraft, M 1792) 


In the late 1800’s women were gaining public acknowledgement of their rights for equality and in 1848 an act for the effectual protection of the property of married women was passed in New York, America, The New York’s Married Women’s Act 1848.  It states property owned by the woman at the time of her marriage remains her property, rents and profits of, will not become part of her husband’s estate. It also states that she will ‘…. Not be liable for the debts of her husband heretofore contracted’. (Sec 2 New York’s Married Women’s property Act 1948) This gave the women of this time equality with their property. The Married Women’s Property Act had been revised in 1870, in Britain. This British act only gave the woman possession of their own earnings and investments, possession of property came into act in 1880 (Chapter 75 45 and 46 Married Woman’s property Act 1880). This Act was revised in 1898 C 22, 1907 C 18 and 1948 C 62.  This Act has had to morph and evolve over time to incorporate the needs of women over the decades. This act is still valid today. Due to this act women have now regained control over their assets before and during marriage with the main principle of feminism, seeking equality, has partially been met, in todays standards, but in the 18th century this was recognised as a major mile stone of the feminism movement. Therefore, this demonstrates the Feminist Movement started to emerge on a Macro level, globally. 
Another step of the First Phase of Feminism, starting with the Macro level, is “National Women’s Day”, celebrating women’s achievements through society. This was first celebrated in the United States of American in 1909 on the 28th of February. The U.S.A used this day to honour women, who the year before, had been on strike for the garment workers in New York city. Their protest was against the poor workers conditions in the factories. The knock-on effect of this recognition for Women then led to 1910, when the Socialist International meeting in Copenhagen also supported the feminist movement of rights, in support of universal suffrage for women. The conference, with attendance of 17 countries and exceeding 100 women, unanimously approved and recognised the National Women’s Day. Inclusive in the 100 women in attendance were the first three women elected to the Finnish Parliament. As a direct result of the Copenhagen initiative, National Women’s Day evolved to include women from all over the wold morphing into International Women’s day, which was now being celebrated on the 19th March in Austria, Denmark, Germany and Switzerland. Exceeding 1 Million women attended marches on this day to fight for the right to vote, hold public office and demanded women’s rights to work, vocational training and an end to discrimination on a Macro level. International day is now celebrated globally on the 9th of March. (Internationalwomensday.com) 
It would seem to be a combination of Socialist, Liberal and Radical feminist within the assortment of feminists that forged the way for International Women’s day, which could be described as a union of ideologies within the demand for equality in society. According to Jaggar and Rothenburg state that ‘feminist theories ultimately are tools designed for a purpose- the purpose of understanding women’s subordination in order to end it (Jaggar and Rothenburg, 1993, p,xvii).
The women’s suffrage movement, which began in Britain in the 1830’s was the formation of women groups to abolish the suffrage they met within society, the simple demand for the equality to vote, with the first Women’s suffrage petition presented to parliament in 1832 by Mary Smith. The first women’s suffrage committee was formed in London in 1866. (Education Services, Parliament no date). Anne Knight, a middle class Liberal and Quaker, was the founder of the first women’s suffrage society in Sheffield, Women’s Social and Political Union in 1851, but a nationwide suffrage society did not form until 1865, due to the promise of a second Reform Bill. During this time, in 1849, Elizabeth Reid founded Bedford College, an institution that would offer advanced education for women. Women were now gaining public acknowledgement for their intellectual abilities (Purvis. J Women’s History Britain, 1995, p.278). 
Pankhurst, alongside her daughters, sat on The Board of Poor Law Guardians, Registrar of Births and Deaths which gave both herself and daughters an insight into the inequality of the rights of women; 
“I found that the law was being very harshly administered …… They were guardians not of the poor, but of the rates and as I soon discovered, not very astute guardians even of money” (Midge Mackenzie, Shoulder to Shoulder: A documentary, 1975) 
She also stated: 
“It was becoming clear to my mind that men regarded women as a servant class in the community and that women were going to remain in that servant class until they lifted themselves out of it. I asked myself many times …..What was to be done” ( Midge Mackenzie, Shoulder to Shoulder: A documentary, 1975) 

The Board of Poor Law and Guardians was directly created due to the Poor Law Amendment act of 1834. (Living Heritage ND)
  
Johari’s window is one way to describe how Pankhurst and her daughters were creating societal change throughout Britain. It brought self-awareness to Mrs Pankhurst of the discriminatory treatment of the poor as well as the women in this time. Due to her time on the board she was about to create the ‘Open arena’ to show the ‘Blind spot’ of the treatment given to women and show the people in society the ‘Unknown’ treatment of these women and the ‘Façade’ that the work house was the best place for poor women and to then complete the Johari’s Window bring it back to an ‘Open arena’. (Luft 1969)
[bookmark: _Hlk2606061]In 1905 The Women’s Social and Political Union (WSPU) in Manchester was formed by Pankhurst with her daughters, Sylvia and Christabel and by 1907 the WSPU had 47 branches increasing to 70 by August 1907. (Pankhurst S.1931) Separate societies were formed: Women’s freedom League in 1909, and Diana Souhami states ‘but the key feature of each society saw getting the vote as key to changing manmade laws, reforming the restraints and injustices of women’s lives’ (Souhami D 1986).
The Conciliation Bill, a private members bill advocating votes for women, was introduced in 1907 and 1908 but did not succeed resulting in a lack of progression. (Souhami D 1986) The WSPU had changed their origins of the Liberal movement to a militant, radical, movement due to the lack of their partitioning of parliament and the government. For example, chaining themselves to the railings outside parliament to the extreme extent of putting acid through post boxes. The Conciliation committee drafted a bill on the Women’s Suffrage movement and whilst this was in debate the WSPU had agreed to a truce whilst this Bill was being considered. During this most poignant time Pankhurst had been arrested, due to her demonstrations, but had been released due to her poor health on hunger strike. These actions lead to The Reform Bill being heard in The House of Commons but kept being thrown out as it was concluded that originality of the original bill had been altered. 
In 1913 an attempted arson on Lloyd Georges’s country house meant that Pankhurst was found guilty and sentenced to three years on a charge for ‘inciting to commit a felony’. Pankhurst went on hunger strike, was released and as soon as her health had increased, she was then incarcerated without the use of a trial. This accrued due to the government introducing ‘The Cat and Mouse Act 1913’(Souhami D 1986),purely aimed at the Suffragettes as a punishment of their blatant embarrassments to the British government.  In 1913 Emily Davison was killed when she flung herself under the King’s horse in on Derby Day.( Souhami D 1986) This was a major wave in the Feminist movement as it meant that the Suffragettes were on the front pages of the news papers and the whole world had its eye securely set on Britain. The suffragettes grew in strength all over the world, not just in Britain. But then the 1st World War.  
It was agreed that the Suffragettes were to call a cease to their demands, militant behaviour and to help with the war effort. All able men were sent to France to war whilst the women were to help in the factories, farms and keep Britain great. This was a pivotal moment in history for the Feminist movement. Women were now working in positions that, were before, only held by men. Women now had the recognition for their physical labour and the support they have given to the war back home in Britain. 
In 1916 a register, based on war service, was proposed but The National Women’s Suffrage Societies decided to write to the prime minster drawing attention to the war efforts of the women of Britain, their role that was played whilst the men fought abroad. Women were now placed in two different categories, women who helped with the war effort and the militant women who still fought for their right to vote. These women were punished and incarcerated. 
In 1917 with Lloyd George now prime minster a proposal, being drafted, for married women of the age of 30 to get the vote, this would mean that six out of the eleven million women of Britain would get the vote. (Souhami D 1986)
‘An age limit of thirty was imposed upon women, not because it was in any way logical or reasonable, but simply and solely to produce a constituency in which men were not out numbered by the women’ (Husted I, 1922) 

The Bill survived the vote in The House of Lords and received Royal Assent on the 9th of February 1918 (Souhami D 1986). The years that followed the great war were hard for women with over 750,000 men killed and women were now sent back to their old lives. 
The Sex Discrimination Removal Act 1919 (Souhami D 1986) opening the doors to women into legal professions including accountancy, with Lady Astor becoming the first female MP in 1922(Souhami D 1986). Equality for women was now gaining weight in society with many changes within the Micro, nuclear family, setting as the Law of Property Act 1922 meant that married women and their daughters now had the same rights as their fathers and husbands. The Matrimonial Causes Act 1923 came to be with equality for women and so they could divorce on the same grounds as a man. In 1928 Mr Stanley Baldwin lifted the age restriction now allowing women the equal rights as men to vote.

In conclusion 
The Suffragettes movement first emerged as a Liberal movement but due to the societal inequality, the power that was held by the male dominant society, their plight was merely given consideration, as women were seen as mere bored housewives. The feminist movement was only taken seriously once the Suffragettes changed to an organised group of militants, a Radical movement. They forged a way through society for women’s right not just to vote but also to gain equality within a patriarchal society. They changed the ideologies of a woman and enforced recognition for women’s intelligence as well as physicality. 
In the Suffragettes era, spanning almost four decades, the changes within policies and legislation meant that women were now able to gain a seat in the House of Commons which forged the path for the first female British Prime Minster, Thatcher, in 1979 and the current Prime Minister Theresa May. Women have more of a political role to play in modern society due to the policies and legislation that were fought for in the early 19th century with 206 female MP’s in The House of Commons in January 2018, which was still only 26% of MP’s. 
Women have now also gained some equality within the Business sector with 32 Limited companies reaching 33% of female board members in January 2018. (Vinnicombe S, Doldor E & Sealy R (2018)
As is evident Feminism has come a long way since the era of The Suffragettes, but it could be argued that more still needs to be done in terms of equal rights for women in contemporary society. The gender pay gap is still the most argued inequality within the British workforce with men’s salaries being 40.4% higher than women, holding the same roles. (Elsevier,2019)
As for education, women now have the ability to attend, on equal educational terms, to any University in Britain and to study any desired pathway. This would not have been possible if women, such as Marry Wollstonecraft, had not fought for the societal educational equality of women. UCAS reported that 100,000 more women applied to Universities in Britain in July 2018 than men. (Kershaw A 2018). This then shows that women have now gained educational equality in the contemporary world. 
Also, this essay has demonstrated how early feminism was Cultural feminism as the women of the time, such as Pankhurst and Wollstonecraft, did not want to undermine the justice of that time, but were both oppressed within their own social class. In this century women have more freedom from societal roles due to the pathway that was forged by the feminist movement. 
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