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Introduction 

This dissertation has been decided to be based on the topic that is police powers. This topic has been chosen due to the fact that there are controversies and sub-topics that can be discussed. The topics surrounding police powers can be interesting to critically evaluate due to the nature that being the fact that every action a police officer takes uses a power of authority. There are many facts and figures that can be shown during this dissertation that contribute to the arguments that the public have known to have specifically with police powers. This dissertation will range from definitive facts such as legislation, history and general statistics but also include opinions gathered from members of the public as it is important to compare the differences specifically the public can have regarding the topic. This topic is worth basing the dissertation on because there are many different aspects to police powers and the question that will be discussed narrows down the topic to find the crucial points of discussion. 
A specific question has to be critically evaluated during this dissertation in order to understand the topic in more detail, the question that will be focused on will be whether the police have too much or too little power. This question is seen to be beneficial in understanding police powers as it is a question that involves information that can be found from numerous types of sources. It is a question that members of the public can share opinions on and a question that includes definitive facts and also historical events that contribute to critically evaluating police powers. This question can allow this dissertation to include different aspects of the police powers and ultimately give arguments for and against the question at hand. This dissertation will include extensive information regarding different kinds of police powers, ‘Stop and search is a particularly controversial police power’ (Brown, 2021) and topics surrounding controversy can also be beneficial to discuss. The difference between the police having too much or too little power is very distinguishable as they can be seen as two different extremes when it comes to policing. One half can be acts that the police do not need to do, as well as the power used is unnecessary in certain circumstances rather than circumstances where the police are unable to act accordingly due to the powers available to them. This type of information is more beneficial after the event has happened due to the ability to review and evaluate what the police did or could have done, this is what argues the question this dissertation will be discussing. 
To best understand the topics surrounding police powers, it is beneficial to set aims and objectives as a plan towards critically evaluating police powers. The main aim for this dissertation would be to critically evaluate a number of sub-topics as a path to greater understanding police powers, which will later give valuable information to answering the research question at hand. 
The first objective would be to ultimately explain in clear detail the origins behind police powers, this objective will shape the topic to better understand the question as it gives the opportunity to compare and contrast what police powers were and how they have evolved over time. It is important to discuss this due to the fact that historical events can cause governments to increase or decrease police powers as a result of past positive and negative impacts of the past events. It is also important within most contexts that relate specifically to police powers to discuss the history behind the topic to better evaluate what has worked against what has not and how that has impacted decisions to give the police more powers or less which directly links with this research question. This dissertation will also include the history of the police force as a whole to give more depth to how police powers evolved with the growing forces, general history will include facts such as ‘by 1851 there were around 13,000 police in England and Wales’ (UK Parliament, n.d.).
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-8637/CBP-8637.pdf
https://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/transformingsociety/laworder/policeprisons/overview/metropolitanpolice/
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