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 Good afternoon, my name is Amy Lindsey-Jones and my student number is 1803335. In this recording I will be discussing what a Child Protection Conference is. At the end I will be doing a short self-reflection about what I have learnt during this module. 
The Child Protection Conference will be focusing on a 3 year old child called Oscar and his sister Gracie aged 1 year. There has been no concern about the family up until a few months ago. The family live in a flying start catchment area. Oscar attends a local school and his behaviour over the last month has altered significantly. Staff at the setting have noticed that Oscar’s hygiene has been deteriorating for a significant amount of time. The day that the referral went in an unknown male dropped Oscar of at the setting who had a strong smell of alcohol on him. During the day Oscar was very withdrawn. By multiple agencies working together it was found out that the male is known to the police for GBH and has served time in prison for 2 years. The male is thought to be mum’s new partner. 
During the Child Protection Conference Oscar and Gracie’s Mum has been invited to attend however she is unable to attend due to taking Gracie to her one-year injections and an appointment at the doctors. Gracie’s Dad has also been invited however he is unable to attend due to work commitments. 

What is a child protection conference?
Cardiff and Vale of Glamorgan Regional Safeguarding Children Board (2020) state that a Child Protection Conference is a meeting that is held if there is a concern or safeguarding issue with a child. According to Working Together to Safeguard Children (2018) a Child Protection Conference is held to ensure that a child is safe and is protected from any harm as well as to ensure the best interest of the child is being promoted. A Child Protection Conference involves professionals who are involved in the child’s life coming together to discuss and decide the best course of action that will help to safeguard the child (NSPCC, 2020). According to East Riding Safeguarding Children Partnership (2020) there are certain professionals who attend every Child Protection Conference these include the independent chair, social worker, Police and the child’s GP. Depending on the age of the child the health visitor, teacher or head teacher could also be present at the Child Protection Conference (East Riding Safeguarding Children Partnership, 2020). Cardiff and Vale of Glamorgan Regional Safeguarding Children Board (2020) also agree with East Riding Safeguarding Children Partnership about what professionals attend the Child Protection Conference they also state that depending on the situation the child’s parents or carers will attend, as well as a child’s advocate, and any professional who is involved in the child’s life.  
At the end of a Child Protection Conference the professionals will decide whether or not the child will be placed on the Child Protection Register, the child will then not be removed from the Child Protection Register until their situation has improved (Cardiff and Vale of Glamorgan Regional Safeguarding Children Board, 2020). If the child is not placed on a Child Protection Register the child will be placed on a Child in Need Plan (Kingston Council, 2020). 
A Child Protection Register is developed by all of the professionals who were present at the Child Protection Conference (Kingston Council, 2020). If a child is placed on the at child Protection Register, it will be under 1 of 4 sections depending on the one the child is experiencing or the one the child is most likely to suffer from. These include physical harm, emotional harm, sexual harm or neglect (Kingston Council, 2020). 
A Child in Need Plan is a plan that a child will go on when the professionals in the Child Protection Conference feel that the child do not need to go on a Child Protection Register but need to have a plan in place (Kingston Council, 2020). The Child in Need Plan falls under section 17 of the Children Act 1989. The plan needs to be achievable and realistic with child focused outcomes that have been designed to promote and safeguard the welfare of the child (Norfolk County Council, 2020). A child in Need Plan should only last for 12 months should be reviewed every 3 months (Norfolk County Council, 2020). 
In Wales a Child Protection Conference needs to be held within 15 working days from the start of the assessment (NSPCC, 2020).  According to Children Act 1989 a Child Protection Conference will be held after an investigation under section 47 from the Children Act 1989, this is called a child protection investigation. 

I will now focus on the role of the head teacher. 
Good morning, my name is Amy Lindsey-Jones and I am the head teacher at the setting that Oscar attends. Oscar has been attending the setting for 7 months now. Oscar is 3 years old. Oscar is a happy and bubbly child who enjoys playing with the toy cars and trucks, however over the last few months Oscar behaviour has altered significantly, and he has become more withdrawn. We are aware that Oscar’s father is not in the picture and has no access and that mum is only allowed to pick him up however on the day that the referral was made Oscar was dropped off by a male who is unknown to the setting. The male smelled strongly of alcohol and during the day Oscar was withdrawn more than normal.
Oscar is still in nappies and is not yet potty trained. Over the last few months there are some days where when Oscar enters the setting in the morning his nappy is unchanged, and his clothes are wet. Oscar does not bring in any spare clothes or nappies despite asking mum for these items to be brought in multiple times. Spare clothes from the setting are then put on Oscar however we have noticed that these do not get returned. despite staff talking to mum and letters being sent home asking for the clothes to be brought back in. 
Over the past few weeks Oscar has been coming in wearing dirty and smelly clothes on a now daily basis however there are several items of clothing that are sizes to big and are falling down on him. Staff have also noticed that Oscar is not wearing clothes that are suitable for the season for example wearing shorts in cold weather this is resulting in him becoming cold during the day when he goes out to play. Oscar is also not bringing in a coat at all, this has resulting in him borrowing a coat to wear during playtime so that he is able to play outside with the rest of the children. 
In the morning Oscar is always hungry and is guzzling water when he has it often having 3 or 4 glasses at a time. Oscar is having hot meals during lunch. When he started Mum always paid and made sure that he had enough credit for 2 weeks at a time. However lately mum is not paying until she is asked by the cooks. 
As in a school we always have problems with headlice however we have noticed with Oscar that his are going untreated. We have sent out letters to all parents reminding them to regularly treat their children’s hair within the guidance of NHS Wales however Oscars do not seem to be going away. 
During a P.E. lesson a member of staff noticed that Oscar had bruising on his wrists and under his arms. It was also noticed that recently he has been very lethargic during the day especially during P.E. and after play time. 
When changing Oscars nappy staff noticed what look like hand marks on his thigh. This goes against the Smacking Ban 2020 as it bans all physical violence as punishment to children under the age of 18 (Wales Online, 2020). 
When Oscar started school, we noticed that he was having breathing difficulties during P.E. this was then referred to the Health Visitor as well as a rash on his skin. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) (2019) article 3 states that all organisations should work together to achieve the best for every child. By the school and Health Visitor working together I feel that we have met this article 
Overall, I feel like Oscars basic needs are not being met. Maslow (1943) states that for children to reach self-actualization first their basic needs to be met.

With regards to the scenario I feel that both Oscar and Gracie would benefit from being placed on the Child Protection Register under neglect. The outcomes from the Child Protection Conference could include Oscar going to breakfast club to ensure that he is having breakfast in the mornings before school. It would also benefit the family from having free school meals this would then mean that there would be extra money for mum to purchase more clothes for the children. By Oscar attending a breakfast club and having free school meal it would mean that article 24 of the UNCRC (2019) is being met as he is having nutritious food at the breakfast club and for lunch. 
I also feel that it would be beneficial for the family to have help from a family support worker to help mum out with the routines regarding the children. 

Self-reflection 
I will now move on to the self-reflection. 
Before this module I had previously done safeguarding training for my job as a learning support worker for vulnerable adults. 
By undertaking this module I feel that I have further expanded my knowledge about safeguarding. Before this module I did not know about the Waterhouse report or the All Wales Child Protection Procedures 2008. I also did not know how to report a safeguarding issue to the relevant board. By undertaking this module it will impact on my future practice when it comes to safeguarding the children and adults in my care. It has also helped me to become a better practitioner. 
Thank you for listening to my recording. 
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