
Introduction 
   Exploring the role of Gender and Identity  in 19th Century Literature.

In the 19th century, gender examination united the two basic parts of the character development and experience, age and sexual orientation to consider how each could possibly be educated. Both sex and classes of aging encourages comparative questioning, about their own social development, and the task of nature or biological control. Imaginatively and recorded actions with social objectives that tried to limit their tendency and degree, uncover much about the progressive ways that both sexual orientation and age affected on their life and subjectivity over the century.
Inside the sequestered family unit individuals are allotted specific jobs all together for it work correctly. The sexual division of work accomplishes these closures. By recognizing the two separate jobs and roles for the people inside the family, this structure balances out relatives allowing the family to carry out the tasks.

Gender is also much about men. As society is turning in on itself… as god become a more personal god, people don’t really in the notion of reason because of the problems encountered with the French Revolution…they don’t really believe in nature or class framework… We have a sense of the uncanny being introduced into the Victorian Nuclear family… we have an uncanny double (the same gender). Victorians were clearly worried about this. When we have strong confines, this encourages impropriety. The focus as a result, is on the nuclear family and the wife. The wife is a good self-scarifying woman. She is the angel of the house. Everything is linked around the nuclear family through the functioning of law. Nuclear family can be described as husband/father mother/wife and children. Almost all the discussions have revolved around three questions. To start with, one is the nuclear family including everything that has been found in each known human culture. The second, is the gathering of the nuclear type of family, this sort of family can only carry out the important elements of the family if they are raising to the next genesis of two single fathers or two single mothers, or single parents.  
The power of the woman is seen as her ability to destroy, not her ability to do. Augustus Egg, Past and Present 1858.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The Strange Case of Jekyll and Hyde, Female Degeneration The Fallen Woman 1858, Week four, Slide 7.] 


Degeneration affects many of these books, especially those of the higher class. If we see the invasion of foreign peoples into England, this is seen to bring about a kind of depravation. There is a fear of contamination from other countries. It is interesting to see the words used to describe degeneration i.e. ‘ape like’. Degeneration is also connected to the physical form, and how it is going backwards in evoloution.

Jekyll and Hyde is quite unlike a normal bildungsroman novel. Bildungsroman is a mixture of two words with building means “education”[footnoteRef:2] and the roman is “novel”[footnoteRef:3]-it is a short story. While a novel follows an individual through time and gives a brush of someone’s life. A short story does not. A short story gives you a moment. This is a popular influential form. [2:  https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/bildungsroman 
]  [3:  https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/bildungsroman ] 


I am going to compare two examples of fiction written for a popular audience. “Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland” written by Lewis Carroll for children dealing with a girl child and Jekyll and Hyde a sensational short story written by R.L. Stevenson, which deals with middle-aged professional men.
There is only one female character in Jekyll and Hyde. In Stevenson’s novel, he describes “a community of monks”[footnoteRef:4] as there are only men mentioned. The degeneration we see is not the foreigners or the lower classes…it is inside the professional class itself. In the group of privileged middle-class men, we get sense that they are entitled to exploit the lower-class working people. [4: Janice Doane and Devon Hodges ‘Disturbances of Sexual Identity: The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr/s Hyde’ 
 A Forum on Fiction, Vol. 23, No. 1 (Autumn, 1989), pp. 63-74 
 http://www.jstor.org/stable/1345579 
] 

[bookmark: _Hlk369335]Jekyll and Hyde looks at challenges of masculinity whereas Alice is looking at femininity. With Alice, she is in another world surrounded by things she doesn’t understand. Whereas with Jekyll and Hyde, Hyde emerges because of the kind of society they are in.

[bookmark: _Hlk195857]“The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll & Mr Hyde” was written by author Robert Louis Stevenson in 1886. It is a fiction story. Stevenson’s writes this novel as a short story and only mentions one female in the novel. This only one female is a maid. A witness to Sir Danvers Carew murder. “romantically given,” who “never had felt more at peace with all men.” [footnoteRef:5]  this is what Stevenson described the maid. The maid goes on to describe the dead victim “beautiful gentleman” and she was “pleased to watch it.”[footnoteRef:6] This is the only piece that they have mentioned about the female in the novel. At the point when a story contains both female and male characters there is a quick proposal of romance. [5:  American Institute of Architects. “Primer on Project Delivery” American Institute of Architects & The Associated General Contractors of American, 2004. 
]  [6:  American Institute of Architects. “Primer on Project Delivery” American Institute of Architects & The Associated General Contractors of American, 2004. ] 
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