Welsh Task Self Reflection

The activity I chose to carry out was designed to be starter task that recaps multiplying and dividing by 10 and 100. This task was also used to develop the learner’s literacy skills in welsh.
To start this task off I instructed all pupils in welsh to write todays date and title. Some of the learners did not understand this command and were confused on what to do. I noticed this and repeated the instruction again while pointing towards the date and title on the board. This helped the learners link together what I was saying with what I wanted them to do. I believe this was a good way to start the activity, as the instruction to write todays date and title is something that will stay the same every lesson. The learners will grow more confident in recognising simple commands like this if they are used frequently. This also has the benefit of revisiting or introducing the different dates of the year in welsh to the learner. To improve upon this going forward I should consider putting the full date in welsh in the format of day / date / month. This will allow me to further expose the learners to more welsh that they can frequently use, allowing the learner to revise days of the week and numbers up to 30.
After the date and title had been written down, I instructed pupils to carry out the starter task that was displayed on the board. Again, some learners were confused by this, but in order to clarify what I wanted them to do, I again repeated the instructions while pointing towards the task on the board. The learners quickly caught on with what was expected of them and proceeded to get on with this task. The instruction of completing the task on the board is something that will be used frequently within the classroom. Because of this, repeatedly implementing this into my planning, will allow me to further expose the learners to more welsh. Once the activity had been competed, I selected individuals to answer the different questions out loud. I did this by calling the learners name, then selecting the question from the board in welsh. This required the learner to be able to pick out what question I wanted them to answer from what I was saying. This was done fairly easily, but I am unsure if the learners actually understood the welsh, or if they just went through the motions of answering the questions in sequence, as they appeared on the board. In either case there are advantages. If the learners understood the welsh, then this is great practice for them. If they did not understand the welsh, then this still allows me to again further expose the learners to simple welsh that they can pick up. To improve upon this task for next time I could look to introduce more complex welsh. This activity mostly consisted of me selecting the question number and the learner giving the numerical answer in English. Because of this, I believe adding simple comments about the work as we go through the task could be implemented. I did this to a small extent by using praise words for correct answers, however this could be taken to the next level. By doing so, I would further increase the amount of welsh that the learner is exposed to, increasing the chance that they will pick this dialogue up.
Overall, I would like to conclude the points for improvement that I have taken from this activity. Firstly, when using visuals on the board to aid what I want the learner to do, I should use more text-based welsh. In my example, I chose to put the date in full format in welsh when asking learners to put the date down. However, the idea of using more welsh on the board that pupils can pick up on, can be used in a much wider context throughout future lessons. To add to this, more incidental welsh can be put into my lessons in the form of comments about the work or learners answers. This could be easily implemented even by pre planning the use of welsh within my lesson plans. Further adding simple instructions that can by used regularly within lessons, will enable learners to quickly pick up on what these commands mean. Phrases like ‘gwaith dosbarth’ or ‘tacluso’ can be used almost every lesson, learners will quickly add these phrases to their dialogue if used regularly.
