Case study:
The case study picked is 3.
Bhscp (no date) says some signs to watch out for with sexual abuse with children is showing some signs of explicit behaviour that is not normal for their age, bed wetting, pain itching bruising discharge in the private area, difficulty walking or sitting down due to the uncomfortableness, feeling scared to be alone with a certain adult. The signs that some sort of abuse is happening lucy is using the toilet more frequently and the painfulness of going to toilet. The fact lucy is stood crying naked bottom down also has discharge and she disclosed daddy told her not to say anything was their secret. NSPCC (no date) says signs of sexual abuse may contain bleeding, discharge pain /soreness in the area along with some different changes to their behaviour. Notes would have  been made as of any first symptoms shown and anything lucy says would be recorded exactly the words she said and how she said it would be going to toilet more and was painful although dad said she was being silly, it may be a water infection and if they ignored it could turn to medical neglect it would also be noted down you spoke to dad and didn’t seem to take to serious then following on to the next day more happened so would take further information that has happened daily and making sure write what the child says not changing any words as the NSPCC (No date) listen carefully to that child be patient and try not to react as this may make them stop disclosing to you. With what has just happened the child must be the centre of this so make sure they are safe and go straight to the manager / safeguarding leader with what has just happened and tell everything the police should be called as soon as possible as the child should not be going back home with them. The nhs.uk (2023) says children often do not talk about sexual abuse because they think it is their fault or they have been convinced by their abuser that it is normal or a "special secret" if suspected sexual abuse is going on its better not to delay. It’s also important not to ask to many questions to that child as they will be scared enough disclosing what they have. When reporting make sure tell everything that has happened explain what was seen and said. Virtual college (no date says it’s important to always remember the four Rs of safeguarding when working with children the first step is  recognising first must be able to know the signs this applies to any area of abuse not just sexual the next step is recording this is taking the notes the child has disclosed to you the time it happened  what was going on the time of disclosure and if anyone else was around when being told information the next step is reporting think does it have to be done immediately does the information need sharing and if yes say it as it happened the final step is refer think is that child in immediate danger if so ring the police social workers anyone that needs to be informed if not in immediate danger then follow the settings policies and procedures that protocol on what needs to be done according to the situation. This practice guide is not intended for use in cases of mutually consenting, non-exploitative sexual activity between children aged 13-16 years old. Children under the age of 13 years are unable to legally give consent to sexual activity. Therefore, any alleged sexual activity concerning a child under 13 years and another child must be considered in line with the Wales Safeguarding Procedures and with reference to this practice guide.
When it comes to reporting abuse when working with children according to safeguarding Wales (2021) There is a statutory Duty to Report Children at Risk on relevant partners under Section 130 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014. All practitioners must be alert to the possibility of the child being at risk of harm regardless of the setting they are living in, whether in foster care, adoptive placements or a children’s home. Children in placements or those who are adopted will have relationships that may include foster carers, adoptive parents, birth parents, siblings or other birth relatives. These relationships and any contact may be positive and welcomed or undesired and deemed a risk. Children’s past experience of abuse and neglect may leave them at risk of having emotional, behavioural and mental health difficulties, which may continue to make them vulnerable. Information sharing is central to good safeguarding practice. Practitioners must share information in accordance with data protection legislation. Data protection legislation allows for the sharing of information and should not be automatically used as a reason for not doing so. One of the specific circumstances which provides for information sharing is in order to prevent abuse or serious harm to others. When information is not shared in a timely and effective way, decisions about how to respond may be ill informed and this can lead to poor safeguarding practice and leave children at risk of harm. It is so important as soon as you have all the information to report to the settings designated safeguarding person with all notes taken and concerns so that can be reported as soon as possible in case that child is in danger. Cardiff and vale regional safeguarding board (no date) says all children are entitled to protection regardless of race, ethnicity, religion or economical background. If conflict occurs due to a child’s background the child must always be a priority. This is backed up by the children’s rights uncrc article two (1991) the rights that has been set out in the uncrc apply to every child no mater race, gender, language and uncrc article 3 (1991) says the best interests of the child in all decisions and actions that concern the child is the primary concern. Any concerns that is not life threatening or child is not in immediate danger then the practitioner should contact the multi-agency safeguarding hub (mash) with the concerns noted or even for some advice where to go next if the manager is not fully confident or the person reporting and the designated safeguarding person should fill in a multi-agency report referral form (marf) Non-Emergency: If you believe that a child is at risk of significant harm but they are not in immediate danger you must complete a Multi-Agency Request Form (MARF) as soon as possible and within a maximum of 24 hours. Once a report has been made a social worker should be in contact with the people who made it withing the 24 of the form being received with updates on what has happened since the report being made what is going to happen next. If you feel the child is in immediate risk or danger the practitioner will call social services in the are directly without filling a form or contact the police and they will inform social workers and if the police feel necessary they will come to the setting as soon as possible so that child does not go back home to where the suspected abuse is happening or going on they would then speak to the people who live in that home for questioning and speak to the child and get there story on what happened the child will more than likely be taken to hospital for some necessary checks children who have been raped or sexually assaulted cannot access a forensic medical examination quickly enough after the traumatic event they have experienced, due to shortages of suitably qualified and experienced medical staff, and often have to travel long distances due to them being children they have to be specially trained. They may be sent to a sexual assault referral clinic (SARCS) Consideration should always be given to the need for a medical examination of each child, about whom there are concerns. It is important that practitioners do not ignore or dismiss suspicions about an adult or child who may be abusing, neglecting or causing harm to a child. Every practitioner has a responsibility to safeguard children and that includes protection from abuse by a professional, paid carer or volunteer as well as parents or other children. Therefore, the duty to report any concerns about suspected abuse applies in these situations. This duty also covers situations when abuse is only suspected. Professionals are expected to report to the relevant local authority social services department if a child is at risk of harm or has already been abused.
Safeguarding children in the nursery setting is the responsibility of everyone in the setting not just the designated safeguarding person.  Nursery settings should be following The Children Act 1989 and its extension in 2004 focuses on the welfare of children, stating that they must have an environment that enables them to be happy, healthy and safe in order for this to be possible children need to be safeguarded against abuse or possible risk and the local authorities should work in partnership with the setting professionals and any other multi agencies that need to be involved to promote the wellbeing of all the children. Another legislation they should be following is the children and families act (2015) which focuses on the vulnerable children who are in the care system or children with additional needs or disabilities to make sure they have a voice, and they are not at risk of harm as some maybe nonverbal and people are known to take advantage if them. Working together to safeguard children (2018)  Working Together to Safeguard Children 2018 sets out that local authorities, childcare and early years and childcare settings, NHS, social services, police, probation service workers and individuals should work together to promote the welfare of children. The guidance also provides information about the types and signs of abuse as well as the impact of abuse on children. Working Together to Safeguard Children 2018 also outlines the processes to be followed when there are concerns about a child's welfare. If these are not being met children are at risk of danger or harm even possible abuse so if as a setting everyone is on the right track and know and follow the legislations and the children are always priority at all times the children should be meeting and thriving in your setting.  
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