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1.  Introduction
This study of literature will investigate current views on the role of government policy and legislation in effectively decreasing child poverty.  Using government documents, websites and peer-reviewed academic publications, to determine if the literature supports policies efficiency in decreasing poverty.  This paper will provide a brief history of numerous policies and current strategies and policies implemented to assist children and their families, as well as statistics and approaches to ending child poverty. 

2.  Definition of child poverty
To comprehend the word ‘poverty’, it is necessary to provide a concise definition of what poverty is and how it is classified.  Poverty manifests itself in a variety of ways, such as a lack of income and economic assets to secure long-term livelihood.  Hunger, malnutrition. Poor health and a lack of basic education, cognitive development, social and behavioural development and employment status and socioeconomic position in adulthood.  This would imply that children living in poverty are more likely to leave school with less credentials, unable to realise their full potential, and hence less likely to contribute completely within society (Lai, Eric T C et al, 2019).

3.  Statistics
The Covid crisis has given insight to the reality of children going hungry and families, many of whom are working parents.  Many families are having to depend on charities such as food banks.  The pressures on family situation and children are immense, and the impact on Childrens development and life opportunities is apparent.
According to the annual child poverty statistics for the year prior to the covid pandemic, households' income is below average. 200,000 more children fell into child poverty after housing expenses in 2019-2020, more than double from the previous year.  This implies that 4.3million children 31% of all children in the UK are experiencing poverty, up from 3.6 million in 2010-2011 (CPAG, 2021).
3.1.  Key Statistics
300,000 children are pushed into child poverty due to proposed £20/week reduction to Universal Credit April 2021.
350,000 in which someone was driven to skip a meal in April 2020.
107% rise in the number of emergency food boxes to children in April 2020 than in April 2019.
Poverty affects 49% of children living in single-parent households.   Due to the lack of a second earner, low rates of maintenance payments, gender disparity in employment and income, and childcare expenditures, lone parents are at a higher risk of poverty.
Children from black and ethnic minorities are more likely to live in  poverty: 46% of children are now poverty, in comparison to 26% of children in White British households.
In the United Kingdom, work is not a guaranteed way out of poverty. 75% of children growing up in poverty reside in a family where at least one adult works.
During 1998 and 2003, decreasing child poverty was prioritized, with a complete plan and investment in children, and the number of children in poverty dropped by 600,000, with a comprehensive strategy and commitment in children.
Children in extended families are significantly more likely to be in poverty - 47% of children living in households with three or more children live in poverty (CPAG, 2020).

4.  Historical legislation
Poverty occurs within a constantly evolving social order, and it is generated and recreated to some extent by social and economic Policies that have evolved over time.  The history of child poverty policies and legislation may be traced back to the first Poor Law.  Previously of the Poor Law, the church, families or the parish offered aid relief from poverty.  Poverty and policies have continually affected the status of disadvantaged children in all elements. 
 The first Poor Law was created in the year 1388 in England, in order to help people in need due to the high rate of death from the Black Death pandemic in response to specific social conditions (langfordhistorysociety.org.uk, n.d.).
The most significant legislation enacted in pre-history was linked to the provision of assistance to the destitute throughout Europe.  The origins of the poor relief system in England may be traced back to ‘Acts of Parliament’ passed in 1951 and 1936.  The poor relief act of 1601 “The Elizabeth Poor Law” and an updated version of the extensive Poor Law of 1598.  This Act regulated charity distribution to the poor by churches, monasteries, and charitable hospitals.  The Act put a legal responsibility on local churches to provide help to parishioners who were unable to sustain themselves, supported by mandatory taxes on parishioners, and systematically administered by local government authorities (Olsen, Gregg M, 2019).
During the 19th century The Poor Law of 1934 gave authority to children during this period whose parents were deprived or poor.  In this legislation there were two primary relief systems: the workplace and the outside relief.  The committee on Poor Law considered that children should receive the same treatment as the parents.  As a result, children from the “capable body” poor should follow their parents into their workplace.  For children living in poverty this would have made it almost hard to escape the pattern of poverty since they were mature enough to handle a position within a workplace.  Clothing, food or even money, outdoor assistance was generally provided.
Due to the increased death rates of single mothers who died during child delivery, roughly 20 percent of the children in workhouses were parentless.  Although provision was provided for the children, no arrangements were made for the parentless homeless children from the street.  The children of the streets were very much left to provide for themselves, and many children turned to crime (Workhouses.org.uk, 2019).  This was depicted in a film “Oliver Twist”, which was written in the late 1830’s.  Again, this highlights the inefficiency of the Poor Law legislations (Richardson, R. 2012).
The fundamental concept of the Poor Law was to encourage independence and self-reliance, thereby reinforcing the basic values of work.  It may be argued that these concepts are still current today.

5.  Policies/Strategies
Although the United Kingdom is known to be one of the wealthiest countries in the world, child poverty is rated high.  Research has demonstrated that children in poverty are less likely to achieve high standard in school by the age of 14 and may be behind their peers.  This indicates children in poverty are more likely to leave school with less credentials, unable to fulfil their full potential, consequently this will have an impact on their contribution to society (Sutherland, H. 2006).
In 1991 the Child Support Act was introduced for financial support of children when separated.  The new act dictated that absent fathers pay their children and this was enforced rigorously than previously.  However, it could be argued that governments were keen on implementing this CSA to the advantage of the state (Millar, J.1994).
The Child Poverty Action Group (CPAG) released a report in 1996, which revealed that one in four children were discovered to be living in conditions significantly below standards, that we deem appropriate in society today.  Single parents are struggling to make ends meet on single parent benefits and may feel they are trapped in poverty.  It is well known that childcare may be expensive.  Single parents are willing to return to work, if childcare government schemes were to assist with the cost of childcare (Thane, P. and Davidson, R. 2016).
The establishment of Sure Start Centres in 1998, with the goal of improving outcomes for all children, this was a critical part of the government's plan to eradicate child poverty.  The transition to Sure Start offering childcare rather than just child and family assistance could be argued as a government tool for removing parental choice and pushing parents to work (Thane, P. and Davidson, R.2016).
In 1999, Tony Blair the Labour Priminister historic commitment to eradicate child poverty by 2020, moved the problem from side-lines to the forefront of policies designed to increase the income of low-income families, including a minimum wage, an increase in benefits, increased funding for education, health and childcare services and activation ability to improve parent's employment and income potential, the Child Poverty Act 2010 was passed in 2010. The Labour leadership was extremely hesitant to draw awareness to this record and its accomplishments.

5.1.  Child Poverty Act 2010
A big achievement in the Child Poverty Act 2010 passing to eradicate child poverty by 2020, this act committed the UK government to eradicating child poverty.  However, the success of future government plans for children on low-income will depend on ensuring that policies and strategies aimed at improving children living in poverty are addressed.  Without a strong knowledge of how child poverty and disadvantaged children experience how poverty affects their childhood and day to day lives, there is a possibility that policies in place will fail to address child poverty.  Therefore, it is vital to engage with low-income children to voice their opinions (Ridge, T. 2003).
To this effect, the Child Poverty Unit (CPU) conducted a critical review of qualitative research in a 10-year period between 1998 and 2008 involving children and parents with low-income.  The research addressed an inadequate gap in the policy of knowledge of children's living experience of poverty and influenced the CPU plans to establish a ‘2020 vision’ to explore what the future could look like if child poverty is abolished (Ridge, T. 2011).
However, Bradshaw (2011), Priachand (2012), and the centre for Analysis of Social Exclusion Review (Lupton et al, 2013) examined the Labour governments document and concluded that they had made significant progress in addressing child poverty and improving Childrens outcomes, as well as their overall strategy had been effective.  
After failing consistently between 1998-2010 child poverty began to increase.  According to the most recent data, 4.1 million children are currently living in poverty, up from 4 million the previous year (CPAG, 2017).
In 2016, the Welfare Reform Act removed, the Welfare Reform Act removed the Child Poverty Act, which included poverty objectives and a measure of poverty based on family income.  The government is no longer obligated to report to parliament on anything other than children living in workless homes and educational outcomes.  However, the government decided to make it a legal requirement to provide data of children in poverty (CPAG, 2017).

5.2.  A new approach to Child Poverty
Today child poverty is on the rise.  The recent government Child Poverty Strategy is believed by the current government to be the best route out of child poverty, it is to undertake employment.  This is an approach based on the notion that child poverty is about much more than just the lack of money.
The previous government sought to meet child poverty objectives by increasing welfare payments, but this did not improve child poverty according to the current government, all it did was increase expenditure.  Vast quantities of money were spent yet the economy remained unchanged 
The previous ministers claimed to have made progress in reducing child poverty, but for many life prospects remained the unchanged.  Current government believe underlying causes were never addressed.  For the next decade the governments approach will be to safeguard the vulnerable and reform welfare so that employment pays as a durable way out of child poverty (GOV 2011).
The governments new Child Poverty Strategy has sparked debate, particularly among the campaign to End Child Poverty. A coalition of more than 150 organisations including Childrens charities, faith groups, social justice groups, trade unions and others.
5.3.  Universal Credit
The government introduced Universal Credit.  The strategy of Universal Credit is the aim to help parents back into work and was designed to allow most families with children to have a full-time working parent, and enough income whilst employed which enables them to come out of poverty.  This implies the system will assist individuals in working their way out of poverty, and a fair system that promotes responsibility rather than a hand-out.  This strategy is also designed to target the vulnerable groups and will offer work programmes to help them into employment (GOV 2011).

6.  Conclusion/recommendation
In the United Kingdom today, there is a broad array of legal provisions aimed primarily at protecting the welfare of children, “Children living in poverty will get a better start in life”, that’s the type of opening sentence we’d want to see in a cross-governmental Child Poverty Strategy to combat child poverty.  The governments new Child Poverty Strategy has sparked controversy, particularly among the campaign to End Child Poverty, a coalition of more than 150 organisations including Childrens Charities, Child Welfare Organisations, Faith Groups, Social Justice Groups, Trade Unions, and others. 
Child poverty has an impact on a Childs capability to flourish, the impact of poverty has a detrimental effect on a Childs education and are more likely to have poor mental and physical health.  Combating child poverty must be central to government goals.  However, in recent government reviews child poverty received little attention.
Action needs to be taken, changes to the welfare system, childcare, parental leave, and education needs to be reformed, the impact of Covid and its influence must be evaluated and measured.  It is recommended the time it takes to receive the first payment of Universal Credit should be reduced to two weeks.  Access to hardship funds, benefit advances as well as welfare support should be made available as soon as possible.  Authorities should work with the assumption that applicants are truthful, providing fair warnings, instead of fines and sanctions on small errors.  Service levels should be reinstated to provide advice and assistance for applicants to comprehend and meet requirements.  The government has promised to “test and learn” therefore they must respond on evidence in the rollout of Universal Credit.
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