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AIM(S) 
 
· To enable students to explore the various techniques developed to identify, record and analyse the archaeological remains of ships and boats. 
 
· To explore the development of boat and ship building traditions in the Mediterranean from the Pre-dynastic Egyptian period to the late Medieval period. 
 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate: 
 
· an in-depth knowledge of developments in shipbuilding traditions in the Mediterranean from Pre-dynastic to late Medieval periods; 
 
· a detailed knowledge of techniques employed in the prospection, excavation and documentation of remains of ships and boats located in and around the Mediterranean; 
 
· the ability to contextualise major ship and boat finds within their cultural and landscape contexts; 
 
· the ability to critically evaluate the archaeological remains of boats and ships through reference to previous nautical discoveries. 
 
 
INDICATIVE CONTENT 
 
Through a series of lectures, students will be introduced to the development of boats, ships, seafaring and maritime trade in the Mediterranean world. Topics covered include the following broad themes: 
 
Ships and Seafaring in the Bronze Age Mediterranean 
Ships and Seafaring in the Archaic and Classical Periods 
Roman Ships and Seafaring 
Early Medieval Ships and Seafaring in the Byzantine Mediterranean 
Lectures will focus on key sites and topics like Predynastic and Dynastic Egyptian Ships and Seafaring, Khufu’s Boat and the Dashur Boats, Bronze Age Shipwrecks/Cape Gelidonya Shipwreck, the Uluburun Shipwreck, the Bon Porte, Giglio, Ma’agan Michael, Porticello, Tektas shipwrecks, the Kyrenia Shipwreck, Early Mediterranean Warships, Roman Merchantmen/Madrague de Giens Shipwreck, Anchors and Roman Harbours, Maritime Trade and Transport (Amphoras), Byzantine Seafaring, the Yassiada Shipwrecks, and the Serce Limani shipwreck. Students will be encouraged to consider these discoveries within the context of archaeological study of contemporary society rather than as a separate discipline. Ethical and management issues will be explored through seminars addressing topical debates within the sphere of nautical archaeology  
 
LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY 
 
Lectures will introduce the students to the concepts, principles, and practices of the topics studied for the module. Case studies may be used to provide examples and will be used to develop further understanding of what has been learned. 
 
Tutorials and seminars are used to support the discussion and critical evaluation of what has been learned, normally in a smaller group size than a lecture.  
 
Guided independent study allows students to further their independent learning skills with appropriate support provided by the module tutor(s) (e.g. preparation for lectures and seminars, follow-up work, background reading, revision, completion of assessment tasks). 
 
The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is: 
 
	Activity type 
	Hours 
	Percentage 

	Scheduled learning 
	30 
	15% 

	Independent learning 
	170 
	85% 

	Placement learning 
	 
	 

	TOTAL 
	200 
	100% 


 
ASSESSMENT 
 
Assessment Component 1 – 50% 
 
2500 word assignment 
 
Assessment Component 2 – 50% 
 
Two hour examination 
 
Exemplar: Consider the role of model building and replica testing in our understanding of the function of the Kyrenia ship. 
 
Assessment Summary 
	Activity type 
	Percentage 

	Written exam 
	50% 

	Coursework 
	50% 

	Practical 
	 

	TOTAL 
	100% 


 
EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (ESD) 
 
	Does the module contribute to ESD? 
	Yes 

	
	 


If yes please provide brief details (no more than 100 words): 
 
This module is designed in line with 2 of the 5 pedagogic approaches to sustainable development identified by UNESCO: 
· Critical and Creative thinking  
· Systemic thinking 
  
The module seeks to helps the student develop the fundamental skills of research and visual inquiry. This forms part of the sustainable assessment/sustainable teaching agenda which sees the assessment process as developing skills that can be used beyond the end of the programme of study and also the skills the individuals need to know in terms of working, learning and thriving in a future which is as yet unknown.  
  
The module reflects upon broadly defined issues of sustainability, with historical study exploring social, ethical, cultural and economic issues. 
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