HPRS5008 / HPRS6008
From Maccabees to Masada: Jews, Christians and Romans (167 BCE - 74 CE)


Worksheet for Friday 26th May 
It might be helpful to have these questions in front of you while watching the lecture. 

1) What are the main differences that Prof. Daniel Schwartz puts forward between 1 & 2 Maccabees?
Maccabees 1 is more based off of the bible whereas Maccabees 2 takes more inspiration from Classical Greek literature. This can be in the comparison between Maccabees 2 Antiochus and Xerxes in Herodotus. Maccabees 2 also mirrors a scene from Sophocles Antigone.
The main difference in the opinion of Schwartz is that in Maccabees 1 Jewish blood being spilled was part of the problem. In Maccabees 2 however, the spilling of the blood is the solution to the problem.

2) How significant is it that 1 and 2 Maccabees were written in different locations? It might be helpful here to think in terms of diaspora and Judea.
From the style in which the two books were written it is suggested that Maccabees 1 was written in Judea whereas Maccabees 2 was written in the diaspora, most likely Alexandria in Egypt.

This is significant for several reasons. The first is that Maccabees 2 does not focus on the temple cult. This is because as Jews in diaspora could not visit the temple, so they believed that God lived in heaven and not the temple, therefore they had direct access to god through prayer whether they visited the temple or not.

Another significant factor is that in Maccabees 2 the author does not appear to have a problem with being ruled by a non-Jewish sovereign. This is because as they were living in the diaspora and not Judea, they were used to their leader not being Jewish. They were also on very good terms with their neighbours. 

It could be suggested that the author of Maccabees 2 did not have a problem with Antiochus because he was a gentile but because he was defiling the Jewish temple and religion.

3) What is the difference in the way 1 & 2 Maccabees depict martyrdom and resurrection?
In Maccabees 1 when people die for their religion there is no martyrdom. In Maccabees 1 there are no martyrs, the only result in dying is death. Maccabees 2 however is full of martyrs particularly the story of the mother and her seven sons. Matyrs in Maccabees 2 are seen as heroes. They died for their faith and inspired the Maccabees to fight against Antiochus.

In Maccabees 1 Jewish people being killed was part of the problem but in Maccabees 2 it is part of the solution. This could be because it reminds people what the Maccabees where fighting for. 
There is also the idea if resurrection shown in Maccabees 2 which is completely absent in Maccabees 1. 

Personal Conclusions from lecture
From listening to Schwartz’s lecture Maccabees 2 seems to be more interested in individual people than Maccabees 1. Maccabees 1 dwells on places and things, whereas Maccabees 2 dwells more on individual people. The books are the same length but the second book covers a much shorter time frame. This may have been because the author of Maccabees 2 gave more detailed descriptions of people and their actions.
The last noticeable difference to me between the two books in his lecture in the absence of God in Maccabees 1. God is very important in peoples faith Christian or Jewish and he is needed most in times of trouble to give people hope. But he does not appear in Maccabees 1, his absence makes the book seem much more down to earth and real. The events described in the book did really happen so this is understandable but even the mentioning of God being on the side of the Maccabees and Judeans would have given them some hope. This may have been why in the King James version that Schwartz mentioned in his lecture that God was added.
As well as this Schwartz noted that Maccabees 2 including a lot of praying. This could be useful in reminding the reader that God was on the side of the Maccabees and that he supported them.
