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This essay will contain an examination regarding the importance of “policing by consent” and the impact it has upon a modern-day police service. 
[bookmark: _Int_YrwsgQAI]It is noticeable that there have been several developments within the police service in recent years, which can be demonstrated through the importance of policing by consent and the impact it has upon it. The definition of “policing by consent” originates from the nine principles of policing created by Robert Peel, founder of the Metropolitan Police in 1829. It can be defined as the general consent within the public interest to police, as an alternative to the power of the state (Home Office, 2012). Although it was originally created to define the powers of police officers, it has been interpreted today to create an impartial modern-day police service. The importance of policing by consent is recognized through multiple factors a modern-day police service relies on; for example, a community's ability to report crime. As a result of an individual reporting a crime to the police, it allows the police service to record crime efficiently to produce trustworthy statistics. According to the statistics provided by Police in England and Wales, there was a 7% increase in crime recorded at the end of June 2022 in comparison to March 2020 (Office for National Statistics, 2022). However, it is believed that there are alternative information sources that can be considered more reliable than the statistics produced by government agencies. This will be discussed in more detail throughout this essay, provided with relevant evidence that supports all points made.
[bookmark: _Int_AnoyZy9M][bookmark: _Int_QauGsrA4][bookmark: _Int_e64Ir9dy]In order to examine the importance of policing by consent and the impact it has upon a modern-day police service, we must assess the contributing factors that are in place to ensure it is done correctly. As mentioned previously, the general concept of policing by consent developed through the nine principles of policing. Although the Peelian Principles consist of nine different elements, there are three focal points to this that is an important aspect of policing by consent that evidently has an impact upon a modern-day police service. Firstly, there is the objective of preventing deviant behavior that potentially may lead to crime. There are numerous ways of doing so, one effective strategy being increasing police presence in selective areas (College of Policing, 2021). It has proven to be an efficient method of preventing crime across the UK, accentuating the importance of policing by consent and the impact it has upon a modern-day police service. According to a study that demonstrates the effectiveness of increased police presence in certain areas, there was a 39% reduction of crime within target areas and 20% less calls to emergency service providers (Ariel, B., Weinborn, C. & Sherman, L.W.,2016). However, there have been many issues regarding this. By primarily focusing on one area, it increases the probability of crime elsewhere going unnoticed which will contribute to the dark figure of crime. Also, due to the budget constraints the police service face, it may be difficult to provide one area with officers on demand. 
[bookmark: _Int_UkMJpzYf][bookmark: _Int_lkcQ2wOr][bookmark: _Int_T6LSJaWh][bookmark: _Int_Vx11hfD7][bookmark: _Int_yYGSTOzV][bookmark: _Int_Fg8JoFuc][bookmark: _Int_uKi1WrIH][bookmark: _Int_4zr1vPQX][bookmark: _Int_ufkqWxtP][bookmark: _Int_0z0tPme7][bookmark: _Int_1KQJ7riX]Secondly, a key factor of the modern-day police service achievable using policing by consent is public support. A study has shown that when an officer has a positive engagement with a member of the public it should aid crime reduction, by demonstrating respect and social responsibility using policing by consent to make it more likely that they would offer support and not commit offences (College of Policing, 2013). However, there are sources that suggest the statistics recorded by the Police are not a true reflection of crime in the United Kingdom. In comparison to crime statistics produced by the Police, there were 11.3 million offences committed against 18-year old's and over which had been recorded by March 2022 (TCSEW, 2022). Therefore, it is arguable that police recorded crime is likely to be inaccurate. This is also supported by an article written for a blog, that also underlies the importance of the public reporting crime (Yongyu Zeng, Angelo Moretti and David Buil-Gil 2021). 
[bookmark: _Int_WyxJVWeg][bookmark: _Int_O4qjjYK0][bookmark: _Int_lWnWVwwQ][bookmark: _Int_1XsRP3TW][bookmark: _Int_BdCrcvZN][bookmark: _Int_mONBpfid][bookmark: _Int_L1dt9koE]In addition to this, an essential element of policing by consent is ensuring that public beliefs and values are respected within the police service. This can be done through employing officers that represent all members of the community and ensuring that employees in the modern-day police service are educated in cultural differences. A strategy has been created by the Metropolitan Police, to ensure that there is inclusion, diversity, and engagement within a modern-day police service (Metropolitan Police, 2021). The strategy objectives are set out over a five-year period, making it simple and clear to follow to guarantee that it is successful. Today this approach to policing by consent has been adapted to suit other police services across the United Kingdom, which illustrates the impact it has upon a modern-day police service. Based on official statistics, 92.7% of the British police service were white male in the month ending March of 2020 (Gov.Uk, 2021. This is an overrepresentation of one group within a community, which is unrealistic in a modern-day era. It is shown that the UK population 2011 was estimated to be 56.1 million, with 86% of it being White and the second largest percentage being Asian with a total of 7.5% (Gov.Uk, 2018). As well as this, there is an underrepresentation of women officers within a modern-day police service which may also challenge the effectiveness of policing by consent.
[bookmark: _Int_XsVCqJjx][bookmark: _Int_qZKcl5Qk][bookmark: _Int_Qar1HEeL][bookmark: _Int_Qj86O4QU][bookmark: _Int_d0BhiC2U] In some cases, people have argued that police officers have misused their policing powers by using unnecessary force and unreasonable behavior. The focus being predominantly white male officers including examples such as the death of Sarah Everard and the BLM movement following racially motivated death of George Floyd. However, one of the main community binding events that have changed the concept of policing by consent is the Brixton Riots. The riot took place on Friday the 10th of April 1981, following a series of allegations of police brutality against a black male which provoked uproar within the community. An article published on the riots brought attention to the indifferences the black community faced, institutionalized racism and the misuse of the “stop and search” law (BBC, 2021). Following this, there were measures put in place to improve effectiveness of policing by consent and ensuring it is done correctly such as Section 1 of PACE 1984. Today, police powers are defined through the Police and Criminal Evidence Act introduced in 1984. Under Section 1 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 a police officer is authorized to conduct a stop and search if there are reasonable grounds to suspect they will discover stolen or prohibited articles (Legislation.Gov.Uk, 2022). The introduction of PACE 1984 has provided a necessary change which has impacted the criminal justice system, influencing a modern-day police service and improving a constable's ability to police by consent efficiently. 
[bookmark: _Int_DilldHsC][bookmark: _Int_WanfjqH7][bookmark: _Int_QjdqxHWv][bookmark: _Int_3vzBL4Ma][bookmark: _Int_Vz6sNycO][bookmark: _Int_nyuIucNa][bookmark: _Int_GgNUITbA][bookmark: _Int_LoLuAjfY][bookmark: _Int_33FWWKdF][bookmark: _Int_FgSYo0rz][bookmark: _Int_3xVMZVdm][bookmark: _Int_LQ4Zm6mH]To conclude, I will provide a summary of the findings used to examine the importance of policing by consent and the impact it has upon a modern-day police service. A constable must make a declaration that they will serve the King by policing with “fairness, integrity, diligence, impartiality, upholding fundamental human rights and according equal respect to all people,” (Metropolitan Police, 2022). Therefore, they recognize and endeavor to serve a duty to the King and his people through policing by consent, alongside many other practices. It is evident that policing by consent is important within a modern-day police service and that it has an impact upon it. Policing adapts to changes that occurs within a community and embraces it through modern-day police service. This increases the 
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