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“Can outdoor adventurous activities be used to help young offenders with being a better person in society?

Introduction.
This topic has been chosen by the researcher to give this proposal the working title “Can outdoor adventurous activities be used to help young offenders with being a better person in society? The title shows what the researcher wants to discover and is it can be done to their hopes.  
Outdoor adventure has seen an increase in popularity recently in some ways so it can be quite current. But there is also a high rate in which young offenders happen or attempt to re-offend. What this research will look to see is if we are able to use outdoor adventure to help rehabilitee these young offenders and show them that there is a better way they can contribute to society. Once this information has been collected the researcher will be able to see whether the idea of this proposal was a good choice of if it wold fail due to some ethics reasons. And to see if any secondary data gathered in this research is able to show the same results as the data which has been gathered and analysed first-hand and in papers done before.
The area to be covered by this dissertation proposal relates primarily to whether or not young offenders can be re-habilitated using outdoor adventure and are able to provide a better service to society after a certain number of weeks.
Shown below are the points that form the basis to the research undertaken.
What is the current system in place for rehabilitating young offenders? 
What are the statistics for which young offenders do reoffend?
How well is the outdoor adventurous activity section shown to the public?
Is it shown that outdoor adventure helps young people and shows them new skills?
Can outdoor adventure be used to help the young offenders, and will it stop them reoffending?
If the results are somewhat successful are, we able to use this method worldwide and for a longer time.
The research will look at around fifty organisations in the outdoor sector to get first-hand data, relating to their experiences of young people and the skills they can gain. It is intended to view the various results and the benefits offered to both customers and the organisation, the primary focus being on the young people’s experiences.   


Literature Review

I propose to gather information for my dissertation by using published research, which will be of both primary and secondary research documents. Primary research is where data is collected first-hand, and secondary research is using information which has already been published (Saunders, Lewis and Thornhill, 2012). 

My plan is to initially investigate young offenders and the methods used to rehabilitate them and the compare them to outdoor adventure activity results and finally see if it is possible to use these results and hopefully try to achieve the same results with the young offenders. As an example, an existing source of theories including the organisation called venture trust. They help those who have fallen on hard times and try to get them involved in adventure and provide a better opportunity. This organisation in its own words shown here:

“Venture trust has led the way on intensive personal development for people, at any stage in their life, struggling with issues such as long-term unemployment, recovery from addiction, homelessness, isolation, involvement in the criminal justice system.”.


Following on from the background surrounding this venture trust, I will be looking closely into the concepts and models surrounding their program system and how effective the results are. As well as if it would vary due to a different country or teaching style. The aim of this is to provide the current environment that encompasses the whole organisation and to give possible insight into why the people of this trust are able to do this kind of work too. What in their staff is able to provide this service? As well as to use this information as a reference for the basis for how people feel about the rehabilitation of young offenders and more importantly, how society will react to this kind of program going global if results are successful. I am unsure as to whether there are existing peer reviewed journals referring to the topic in specific details about outdoor adventure and young offenders, but information is also attainable through books and newspaper articles if there are any as this topic can be an ethical debate.  

I believe that this literature and background investigation into this topic is out there and I could add it into the proposal but I feel it will be better explained during the full dissertation where I am able to into further detail not only because it will provide both the necessary options available to the young people and confirmation of what little research has been completed so far, but also to confirm the direction that I wish my research to take.  This will also give me a clear path to what information that I wish to obtain from the interviewees provided that I am able to conduct the interviews, and from this provide an important insight into the thoughts and feelings of rehabilitation of young offenders using outdoor adventure.
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Methodology is an important part of the dissertation process because otherwise it would not be able to be a proper dissertation and would be discredited, along with the use of the relevant tools such as spss. These are the factors that will form the structure of the dissertation. It is intended to use both primary and secondary sources.  The primary data will be quantitative and collected by the researcher using questionnaires as well as an interview to see if the answers change then there will be a trial period in which young offenders are engaged with outdoor adventure and if the y happen to reoffend or become part of society. Research will be conducted into the best way of designing a questionnaire with the aim of getting the best quality data that is possible due to ethical standards. This will allow the researcher to follow a structure that falls in line with the secondary information available, this will make the comparison and contrast of data more relevant. 
The secondary data has to be collected from an assortment of sources, providing that some do exist. These possible sources include books, journals, surveys and online data.  This data will be compared with the findings of the primary research to see if the reality does concur with the secondary data analysis or if it is a fail of a research project. Quantitative data, is seen as possibly the best method for this particular topic, of information for this project, as this study deals with facts and figures and is easier to compare to other results that have been or possibly to be gathered in being that the information gathered is objective and not subjective as is the case with qualitative analysis.
Quantative data analysis refers to economic, business or financial analysis that aims to understand or predict behaviour or events through the use of mathematical measurements and calculations, statistical modelling and research. And in using this method I am able to look at the numbers and statistics of pervious theory’s and results gathered.  The tools to be used to compile and compare this data will include, tally charts, spreadsheets, graphs and charts.













Ethical considerations

Due to this research proposal it has some ethical issues in terms of young offenders. Now the ethical considerations are important when commencing any research project and to ensure that I comply with the ESRC Framework for Research Ethics when completing the project, I will make sure that I firstly ensure that all interviewees will sign a consent form before the interview and they can decline to be interview if they wish. (Ethicsguidebook.ac.uk, 2016) It is the consent form that will connect all participants and will be able to confirm that most of the framework confirmation will be provided. The form will state that participation in the research is primarily voluntary, and that any information provided as part of the study will be treated as private and confidential and only released for the dissertation and all name will be counted as anonymous. 

This research project will be independent and impartial but as it is such as concerning subject for some, I may have to involve another person with the interviews consent.  and I will be able to ensure that the findings and conclusions are in some way neutral, 
But personal thoughts and feelings will be included in the data as it is a main focus on it this is the case when completing the interviews, as while the project is based upon personal thoughts and feelings. In this to be proposal the anonymity of each interviewee will be and shall be respected at all times, and any information held electronically will not be traceable back to each subject they will be held in secure files and placed in a locked server. Finally, no harm will come to any of the interviewees being that they are or potentially young offenders due to the safeguards that I will have put in place.

I am unsure at this present time as to how many people will take part in this study and I hope that I will be able to gather a range of people in the same situation, the aim its self will be compare itself to previous results or if it’s a worthwhile cause. The interviews themselves will most likely be conducted in face to face as it is easier to se the persons responses. It will mostly be open-ended but may include some questions if it becomes of track and then later connected to the trial period and re interviewed to see if anything has changed. The recordings themselves will have to be transcribed into a word document for each interview and then printed to allow an easier method of comparison. Any such data, recordings or printed versions will be deleted upon completion of the research project (Managementhelp.org, 2016). 









Planned timetable
This small section includes a potential timeline for the research study.  It will look to cover most of the project of the research area, the from the choice of title to the final presentation of the finished dissertation. The data when ready will come to include the projected start and finish dates for each task, the number of days that it will take for each task and the percentage that is to be completed.  The timetable is in the forum of a regular chart. I am unaware of the best method to use for this chart so it is set out in a simple chart in which it can be altered at any point of the proposal. 
This is but an example of what will come later: 
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When fully establish it will be filled out with months and date as well as the tasks that are to be completed.
Word count: 1840
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