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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 

	NAME: Greg Powell

	STUDENT ID No.: 1920583

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 
How effective are the strategies that South Wales Police use to tackle county lines?

INTRODUCTION:

County lines occurs when large scale drug networks within cities expand their network into smaller, more rural areas whereby there is a less saturated market. The leaders of these groups often exploit vulnerable people to deal and store drugs on their behalf. There is a telephone line that runs the network, hence the name ‘county lines’. The major driving force for county lines is the financial gains being made by drug dealers in the large cities. The financial gain is because there is less competition where the drugs are now being distributed, therefore there is less threat from the competition of rival dealers (Spicer, 2019).

County lines networks are often centred around class A drug supply, including heroine and crack cocaine (NCA, 2019). Class A drugs have such a detrimental impact on the health of the users, which often leads to a reduced lifespan and a poorer quality of life. With the increase of county lines, class A drugs are more commonly used and are readily accessible to members of the public. Strict policies need to be enforced to reduce the quantity of drugs available on the market and discourage drug dealers from large cities from infiltrating smaller rural areas.
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County lines targets vulnerable and impressionable people, this can include children, drug users, and those suffering from pre-existing mental health conditions. Children are frequently used to deal drugs for the county lines operation, commonly receiving money in return. Drug users are exploited to store and/or deal the drugs, in return they will receive drugs for their own personal use as payment. Other vulnerable people can be ‘cuckooed’ and their homes are used as a hub for local drug dealers to store and deal their drugs from (Ministry of Justice, 2019). ‘Cuckooing’ refers to when county line drug dealers invade a vulnerable individual’s home without being invited or wanted at their address (Spicer, Moyle and Coomber, 2019). 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

1. I will identify the different policing strategies currently in place for preventing county lines.

2. I will determine if the current implemented policing strategies around county lines and drugs supply are effectively reducing the issue.

3. I will assess the areas in which improvements could be made to the already existing strategies in South Wales Police.


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Ministry of Justice (2019) is a government document which details how county lines exploits vulnerable individuals, exploring why certain individuals are targeted and how this can have such a detrimental impact on their lives. This information is important to give context of how county lines effects such a wide variety of people and how this can be impacted by the policing of county lines.

NCA (2019) is a government publication giving essential statistics on county lines drug supply. This document gives details of the types of drugs being supplied and the percentage of drugs which are obtained through county lines. This publication also gives information regarding the types of individuals who are targeted and abused during the county lines drug supply process.

Spicer’s (2019) literature review starts considering the types of policing which is already ongoing to try and tackle county lines. This is important as it considered the effectiveness of the policies that are already in place. 

Spicer, Moyle, and Coomber’s (2019) literature review explores the process of ‘cuckooing’, specifically focusing on how this can have a negative impact on vulnerable individual.

Further research will be conducted into the policies that South Wales Police currently use to tackle county lines, however authorisation will need to be given in order to receive access. The questionnaire that I will create and send off will give information on the effectiveness of the policies already in place. The results from the questionnaire, alongside the details of current South Wales Police policies will be amalgamated for me to identify any possible areas for improvement. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

When investigating the effectiveness of the pre-existing strategies used by South Wales Police for tackling county lines, I will be using a questionnaire to gather information and opinions from police officers involved in large scale drugs supply investigations. The reason the participants will be police officers who are involved in county lines is because they have personal involvement with those who fall victim to county lines exploitation. I am going to ask a series of questions based around South Wales Police’s policy regarding County Lines and their outlook on the positives of strategies in place and areas for improvement. The questionnaire will be conducted on a Google document form. This allows for police officers to participate anonymously. The questionnaire will be password-protected to ensure that the data is stored safely and unable to be accessed by anyone other than myself and the participants. At the start of the questionnaire there will be a statement about how this information will be used, detailing the aim of this research, and explaining how if they are happy to participate and for their data to be used then they should complete and send back the questionnaire. This confirms the participant’s informed consent. It will also detail here that all answers will remain anonymous and that they do not need to participate, allowing them the right to withdraw. I am going to use both open and closed questions in this questionnaire. Open questions will allow me to gain qualitative data involving personal opinions and feelings towards the strategies in place by South Wales Police. Closed questions will allow me to gain quantitative data, this will give objective numerical data which can be analysed to identify patterns between the different participants. The combination of qualitative and quantitative data will hopefully be successful in giving rich detail about personal experience, whilst also being informative about the number of times people have had them experiences, and how common them experiences are. A questionnaire is the most practical way that I can gain a wide variety of data from officers and staff with experience in the field. The anonymity of the questionnaire will hopefully appeal to a wider sample and in turn should allow for more information to be gathered.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

My sample will consist of roughly 30 participants who are all over 18 years old. These will be a range of police officers and staff who are currently employed by South Wales Police. I will look to ask those most in contact with individuals involved in county lines drugs supply, such as those in intelligence based / organised crime units. This choice of sample is essential because these individuals experience the policing of county lines on a daily basis, they are familiar with drug trends and the exploitation methods that are used.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

Anonymity

Anonymity will be ensured as the questionnaire will not ask participants to provide any personal details which they can be identified from, such as their name or date of birth. 

Confidentiality

The questionnaires will be password protected to ensure that there will be no data breaches and the information can only be reached by me, so confidentiality will be enforced. The data will only be able to be accessed by myself.

Right to Withdraw

Participants have the right to withdraw, not answer the questionnaire or omit any questions that they are not comfortable answering; this will be explained to the participants in a descriptive paragraph before completion of the questionnaire. The participants are under no obligation to take part in the questionnaire and are not receiving any payment or any form of persuasion to take part.

Fully informed consent

Fully informed consent will be gained by explaining to participants what is being asked from the questionnaire, explaining how the information will be used and that I will be the only one to access the raw data. Participants will be informed that if they complete and send back the completed questionnaire then that will be taken as consent, this will be explained in a paragraph before completing the questionnaire. This paragraph will detail that my research is looking into the strategies used by South Wales Police in relation to county lines. This will explain how participants will remain anonymous, they are under no obligation to complete the questionnaire and they can omit any questions that they do not feel comfortable answering. There will be a statement confirming that if they send me the completed questionnaire then that will be considered fully informed consent.



	TIME SCALE:

Having a strict timescale to comply with is essential for this project to be completed to a high standard. To ensure that progression is being made at an appropriate rate, it is important to develop a time management schedule which allows for the progression to be monitored in a successful way.
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Fig.1 - Drugs supplied by branded lines, NCLCC
December 2018




