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As representatives of Cilicia, my group found it necessary to split up jobs and roles to make our participation within the module more streamlined. It was decided that my character would be the Head Priestess of Cilicia, in charge of the Religion and festivals of the region. As Cilicia was known as a region that coexisted with piracy, it was decided that my character would be native to the area, so that discussions with the pirates would become smoother due to having a native Cilican representative within the court.
My character’s name is Nikeso, the oldest daughter to a family of Apollo worshipers. Her family claimed to have settled in Cilicia long ago, following a Prophet of Apollo known as Mopsus.[footnoteRef:1] As the first daughter to be born of her generation, she was gifted to the Priestesses of Apollo at a young age, as is tradition within her family. Within the order, she rose to prominence due to her piety to the gods and her charisma with the populace, rising to the rank of High Priestess. [1:  Parke, H.W. 1985, p.116] 

In my mind’s eye, I envision Nikeso as having long black hair that is tied back by a headband, and olive-green eyes. I imagine her to have tanned skin, which contrasts with the white of her kalasiris and robe.[footnoteRef:2] A large issue when it comes to ancient garments is that though there is knowledge of what the style that might have been like, there is only secondary evidence as to their colour. This is even more sparse with female attire, especially priestesses. It is known that there were strict sanctuary laws for clothing, and white was a common colour for many temples and sanctuaries.[footnoteRef:3] The inspiration for Nikeso’s garb comes from inscriptions detailing the dress code for women within the Andanian Mysteries, which required all participants to be dressed in white.[footnoteRef:4] As a Priestess, Nikeso would have also have had within her possession a sceptre and keys, as a sceptre was also a symbol of priestly status and the key, which was usually the key to the temple, appears to have been trusted to the priestesses.[footnoteRef:5] [2:  Connelly, J. B. 2007, p.91]  [3:  Ibid, p.90]  [4:  Ibid, p.91]  [5:  Ibid, p.93] 

Within the module, my character will be responsible for managing religion within Cilicia, including festivals and the establishment of cults. She is also tasked with the overseeing of the city Ninicia, located within the mountains of Rough Cilicia. I decided that Nikeso would be a priestess to Apollo for a couple of reasons. Firstly, the capital of the Nome of Cilicia, Tarsus, held Apollo as their chief god. Apollo is shown to be important to the Cilician people, as his prophet, Mopsus, is worshipped within the Cilician Plain.[footnoteRef:6] Within rough Cilicia, there also appears to be evidence that Apollo was treated as an oracle[footnoteRef:7], much like how he is treated at Delphi. The role of Apollo as the principal deity within Cilicia could cause some issue, as Apollo was the ancestral god of the Seleucids, which in the current period was not in control of Cilicia. This may cause issue with the Ptolemies, as they may wish for the establishment of a cult dedicated to either one of their gods and to the royal family.  [6:  Parke, H.W. 1985, p.196]  [7:  ibid] 

Nikeso’s roles, as a priestess to Apollo, would have included either deciphering oracles sent by the gods, or even acting as the Pythia, the priestess who directly received the divine answers.[footnoteRef:8] This position could potentially be hereditary, as there is evidence in other temples within Asia Minor that families would take the position of oracle.[footnoteRef:9] She would have also had a role in the guidance of the younger priestesses and girls taking part in sacred practices.[footnoteRef:10] She would have also taken part in the sacred processions carrying the sacred utensils of the temple. In the Hellenistic world, the role of leading the processions and carrying the utensils would have fallen to the women, with some temples permitting only the Priestesses to touch the ritual implements.[footnoteRef:11] Nikeso would also have had a role in leading prayers and pouring libations to the gods, and potentially have a role in sacrifices, though this is a highly debated topic within the conversation of Ancient Priestesses.[footnoteRef:12] [8:  Larson, J. 2007. p.94]  [9:  Parke, H.W. 1985]  [10:  Connelly, J. B. 2007. ]  [11:  Ibid, p.167]  [12:  Ibid, p.180, Osborne, R. 1993. p.394] 

As a part of the court to the Nome of Cilicia, my main role will be conducting festivals for the people at the behest of my Nomarch. The festivals would be held in honour of the gods and would be used to help with relations within the region. As stated before, It was decided that I would act as a representative towards the pirates, gaining their trust and recruiting them to our side. From there, I will work closely with my group members in figuring out what will be required of them.
The goals for my group were all decided together and split up according to relevance, and as such my goal for the module is to establish a cult in Cilicia. This cult would be intended to please the citizens and potentially the Ptolemies depending on how the cult is based. My section of the petition toward Ptolemy IV would include a request for financial support on this endeavour. However, depending on how the sessions go, this may potentially change.
Cilicia during the time that the sessions will be set will be in a very interesting position. Our location means that the Seleucids will probably target us, and the Ptolemies will use our location as a foothold into the rest of Asia Minor. It is our collective job and aim to remain as neutral as possible, and to avoid ourselves from being conquered by either the Seleucids or Pergamon.
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