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Document Report

The piece of primary material this report will be covering is a personal letter inside a World War One scrapbook made by a wife of a serviceman from Cardigan. This scrapbook and letter can be accessed through the Ceredigion county archives in Aberystwyth[footnoteRef:1] or online through the archive’s website. It was created by his wife as a personal memoir [1:  Unknown, ‘Daniel Harton Davies’, ‘Ceredigion Archives’, N/A >http://www.archifdy-ceredigion.org.uk/galadx375.php?lang=en <, Accessed on 04/11/19.] 

This letter is from a Sgt. Major Daniel Harton Davis from Cardigan to his wife Edyth Anna Davis, they married in 1915. For context, Daniel was captured and sent to a German war camp sometime in February 1918[footnoteRef:2]. His wife Edyth had received a letter from the War office stating that her husband has been reported missing from action on the 16th of February 1918[footnoteRef:3]. Those events lead up to the point at which this letter was sent to Edyth from a Danish military camp in December 1918[footnoteRef:4].       [2:  Daniel H. Davies, ‘Postcard informing his wife he is a prisoner of War in Germany’, ‘Ceredigion Archives’, 21/03/1918 > http://www.archifdy-ceredigion.org.uk/llun.php?src=adx.375.24a.jpg&teitl=ADX%2F375%2F24&testun=Postcard+from+Sgt.+Daniel+Harton+Davies+to+his+wife+in+Cardigan+informing+her+that+he+is+well%2C+but+a+Prisoner+of+War+in+Germany.+21+March+1918 <, Accessed on 04/11/19.]  [3:  Unknown, ‘Official notice reporting Daniel is missing from service’, ‘Ceredigion Archives’, 16/02/1918, > http://www.archifdy-ceredigion.org.uk/llun.php?src=adx.375.23a.jpg&teitl=ADX%2F375%2F23&testun=Official+notification+form+sent+to+Mrs+G.+Davies%2C+The+Eagle%2C+Castle+Street%2C+Cardigan%2C+stating+that+her+husband%2C+D.+H.+Davies+has+been+reported+missing+in+action.+16+Feburary+1918 <, Accessed on 04/11/19.]  [4:  Daniel H. Davies, ‘Letter from Danish military camp informing his wife of his safety page 1’, ‘Ceredigion Archives’, 2/12/1918, > http://www.archifdy-ceredigion.org.uk/llun.php?src=adx.375.27a.jpg&teitl=ADX%2F375%2F27+page+1&testun=Letter+from+Sgt.+D.+H.+Davies%2C+to+his+wife+Edyth%2C+sent+from+a+Danish+military+camp.+The+letter+is+to+inform+his+wife+he+is+on+his+way+home%2C+and+includes+his+joy+at+having+some+eggs.+2+December+1918 <, Accessed on 04/11/19.] 

Daniel N. Davies who was a Policeman before the war broke out[footnoteRef:5], his father was also a policeman[footnoteRef:6]. The letter itself is a personal heartfelt letter to his wife Edyth back in Cardigan from a Danish military camp, of which he was staying at after being rescued from a German war camp[footnoteRef:7]. The letter was written to assure his wife that he was rescued and that he was now safe, this was probably the first letter his wife had received since a postcard from March stated he was in a German war camp this conclusion can be reached as there are no other personal documents or letters in the original scrapbook between March and this December when he wrote the letter. Daniel also states that he would be coming home before Christmas and that he and other men rescued from the camp were settling in well to the camp[footnoteRef:8]. The intended audience of the letter and scrapbook in general was probably just family and close friend’s however it came into the archives after someone bought it at a car boot sale in the North of England. The person who bought it believed it belonged in the archive’s, so they donated it. While the intended audience was close friends and family it is now a relic preserved online forever to tell the story of someone from Wales who was captured during [image: ADX/375/15]World War One.  [5:  Unknown, ‘ Police doing well at the front’, ‘Ceredigion Archives’, N/A, > http://www.archifdy-ceredigion.org.uk/llun.php?src=adx.375.21e.jpg&teitl=ADX%2F375%2F21%2F5&testun=Newspaper+cutting+mentioning+members+of+the+Police+Force+%28fighting+in+the+war%2C+and+Daniel+Harton+Davies+who+was+a+policeman%27s+son+and+joined+the+police+force+himself.+He+eventually+attained+the+rank+of+Police+Inspector <, Accessed on 04/11/19.]  [6:  Unknown, ‘ Police doing well at the front’, ‘Ceredigion Archives’, N/A, > http://www.archifdy-ceredigion.org.uk/llun.php?src=adx.375.21e.jpg&teitl=ADX%2F375%2F21%2F5&testun=Newspaper+cutting+mentioning+members+of+the+Police+Force+%28fighting+in+the+war%2C+and+Daniel+Harton+Davies+who+was+a+policeman%27s+son+and+joined+the+police+force+himself.+He+eventually+attained+the+rank+of+Police+Inspector <, Accessed on 04/11/19.]  [7:  Daniel H. Davies, ‘Postcard informing his wife he is a prisoner of War in Germany’, ‘Ceredigion Archives’, 21/03/1918 > http://www.archifdy-ceredigion.org.uk/llun.php?src=adx.375.24a.jpg&teitl=ADX%2F375%2F24&testun=Postcard+from+Sgt.+Daniel+Harton+Davies+to+his+wife+in+Cardigan+informing+her+that+he+is+well%2C+but+a+Prisoner+of+War+in+Germany.+21+March+1918 <, Accessed on 04/11/19.]  [8:  Daniel H. Davies, ‘Letter from Danish military camp informing his wife of his safety page 1’, ‘Ceredigion Archives’, 2/12/1918, > http://www.archifdy-ceredigion.org.uk/llun.php?src=adx.375.27a.jpg&teitl=ADX%2F375%2F27+page+1&testun=Letter+from+Sgt.+D.+H.+Davies%2C+to+his+wife+Edyth%2C+sent+from+a+Danish+military+camp.+The+letter+is+to+inform+his+wife+he+is+on+his+way+home%2C+and+includes+his+joy+at+having+some+eggs.+2+December+1918 <, Accessed on 04/11/19.] 
Postcard showing Major Harton Davies (bottom left) and 6 other soldiers in a German prisoners of war camp. 

Daniel wrote this letter from a Danish military camp on the 2nd of December while he was waiting to be taken back home to Cardigan to be reunited with his wife and son David[footnoteRef:9]. This document differs from the rest of the documents within the scrapbook, in that it has a lot more of emotion and love in it, probably because he has not been able to write to his wife in a long time. It is also the only personal letter within the entire scrapbook, suggestions are that other letters of the same personal significance were not saved in the scrapbook and are either missing or are within the family. The rest of the documents, postcards and photos within the scrapbook include photos of Daniel in a German prisoner of war camp[footnoteRef:10], and of the Peace Proclamation in Cardigan 1919[footnoteRef:11]. Some of the postcards include photos of the German war camp that Daniel was held. As this letter may have been the only real personal one in the entire scrapbook, it is difficult to make a comparison with the other documents available, as there is nothing else quite like. However, one could possibly compare it to other personal letters by other soldiers from the first World War, but again the comparison would not be clear as no two Soldiers had the same experience within the war. The only similarity that could be made is that they both fought in the same war, and not necessarily in the same place or at the same time. When it comes to personal documents such as these letters to their loved ones, the letters often tend to be a one of a kind, primarily because no two people have had the exact same life, emotions and experiences. [9:  Daniel H. Davies, ‘Letter from Danish military camp informing his wife of his safety page 3’, ‘Ceredigion Archives’, 2/12/1918, > http://www.archifdy-ceredigion.org.uk/llun.php?src=adx.375.27c.jpg&teitl=ADX%2F375%2F27+page+3&testun=<, Accessed on 04/11/19.]  [10:  Unknown, ‘Photo of Daniel and other soldiers in a German war camp’,’ Ceredigion Archives’, 1918, > http://www.archifdy-ceredigion.org.uk/llun.php?src=adx.375.15a.jpg&teitl=ADX%2F375%2F15&testun=Postcard+showing+Major+Harton+Davies+%28bottom+left%29+and+six+other+soldiers+in+a+German+prisoner+of+war+camp.<, Accessed on 04/11/19.]  [11:  Unknown, ‘Peace proclamation Ceredigion’, ‘Ceredigion Archives’, 1919, > http://www.archifdy-ceredigion.org.uk/llun.php?src=adx.375.12a.jpg&teitl=ADX%2F375%2F12&testun=Photograph+labelled+%EF%BF%BDPeace+proclamation%2C+Cardigan%2C+1919%EF%BF%BD <, Accessed on 04/11/19.] 

Within the letter, Daniel talks about how he is thankful for being rescued and that he and the other men rescued are enjoying relaxing and settling in to life outside the war camp. He talks about how overjoyed he is to be out of the camp, and the excitement over having some eggs. Daniel talks about what happened when he arrived in Copenhagen and how he had an amazing reception from the other soldiers to be arriving back in safe territory[footnoteRef:12]. Daniel talks about how elated he was to be back somewhere safe and mentions how he is afraid that he will wake up and find that his rescue was a dream. He then talks about how he wanted to write a long emotional letter to his ‘dearest Edyth’ but he is too overwhelmed and ‘full of joy’ to do so, and therefore will tell her all about it when he comes home within the next two weeks[footnoteRef:13]. Daniel ends the letter telling Edyth to give his love to their son and to not let him always get his own way. Daniel ends the letter telling Edyth not to write back and that he will write to her again when he knows for sure when he will be coming back home.  [12:  Daniel H. Davies, ‘Letter from Danish military camp informing his wife of his safety page 2’, ‘Ceredigion Archives’, 2/12/1918, > http://www.archifdy-ceredigion.org.uk/llun.php?src=adx.375.27b.jpg&teitl=ADX%2F375%2F27+page+2&testun= <, Accessed on 04/11/19.]  [13:  Daniel H. Davies, ‘Letter from Danish military camp informing his wife of his safety page 3’, ‘Ceredigion Archives’, 2/12/1918, > http://www.archifdy-ceredigion.org.uk/llun.php?src=adx.375.27c.jpg&teitl=ADX%2F375%2F27+page+3&testun=<, Accessed on 04/11/19.] 

After the letter there are a couple telegrams in the scrapbook from Daniel telling Edyth where abouts he is on his travels back home and how long he thinks he would be. The final telegram is from Scotland on the 14th of December 1918[footnoteRef:14] and Daniel simply states that he will be home in 4 days. The telegrams are short and brief as most telegrams were but his use of these telegrams show his clear excitement to be coming home to his wife and 3 month old son he was yet to meet[footnoteRef:15]. [14:  Daniel H. Davies, ‘Telegram to Daniel’s wife’, ‘Ceredigion Archives’, 14/12/1918, > http://www.archifdy-ceredigion.org.uk/llun.php?src=adx.375.26a.jpg&teitl=ADX%2F375%2F26&testun=Telegram+to+Mrs+Davies+from+Sgt.+D.+H.+Davies%2C+sent+from+Leith%2C+saying+%EF%BF%BDarrived+Scotland+home+four+days%EF%BF%BD.+14+December+1918 <, Accessed on 04/11/19.]  [15:  Unknown, ‘From Dänholm to Leith via Denmark’, ‘The Danish Scheme’, N/A, > http://www.thedanishscheme.co.uk/Articles/Danholm%20Appendix%20A.pdf <, Accessed on 06/11/19.] 
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Journal Article Review

‘Motherhood, Memorials and Anti-Militarism: Bashka Paeff’s ‘Sacrifices of War’ 

This specific journal article is inside a journal called ‘Women’s Art Journal’. However, this specifically it looks at a World War One memorial made by Russian born sculptor Bashka Paeff[footnoteRef:16] for the state of Maine in the United States. Whilst the journal is not usually a go-to when discussing the first World War it included this thought-provoking article written in 2008 by Jennifer Wingate. She discussed the representation of mothers in war memorials and how Bashka Paeff’s sculpture goes against the standard pro-war rhetoric that most memorials including mothers do. Jennifer is a professor of the fine arts in St. Francis college Brooklyn NY, where she teaches art history of the Civil war and World War One[footnoteRef:17]. This article, due to the nature of the journal it is featured in, is probably written for art historians or people with a general interest in first World War memorials, and the viewpoint on war that they give off to their audience. The journal is academic as it mentions things of historical significance and brings a modern-feminist perspective on how mothers were and still are represented in war time propaganda.  [16:  Jennifer Wingate, ‘Memorials, and Anti-Militarism: Bashka Paeff’s “Sacrifices of War”’, ‘Woman’s Art Journal’, Vol. 29 No. 2, 2008, Pg. 31.]  [17:  N/A, ‘Jennifer Wingate Bio’, ‘Public Art Dialogue’, 2015, > https://publicartdialogue.org/newsletter/winter-2015/jennifer-wingate-bio <, [Accessed on 09/11/19].] 

This article discusses how mothers have been represented in war time memorials, and how sculptor Bashka Paeff went against the traditional point of view to show, as she puts it the ‘horrors of war’[footnoteRef:18]. The article starts off by discussing how in the visual culture of the First World War mothers are presented as ‘patriotic features who stood stoically while her sons marched off to war’[footnoteRef:19]. This can be seen in in everything from ‘war memorials to sheet music’[footnoteRef:20]. The bereaved mother mourning the country’s heroes became a serious figure in war propaganda and memoriam and one that is still heavily featured to this day. Through the power of social media what may not initially look like propaganda is being used to push certain ideas and ‘morals’ onto people though simple videos, these videos are often described as women ‘liberating’ themselves from ‘oppressive regimes’ but instead it is [image: Image result for bashka paeff sacrifices of war]forcing an anti-middle eastern ideology down your throat much like old school war memorials would force a pro-militarisation ideology upon people[footnoteRef:21].  [18:  Jennifer Wingate, ‘Memorials, and Anti-Militarism: Bashka Paeff’s “Sacrifices of War”’, ‘Woman’s Art Journal’, Vol. 29 No. 2, 2008, Pg. 35.]  [19:  Jennifer Wingate, ‘Memorials, and Anti-Militarism: Bashka Paeff’s “Sacrifices of War”’, ‘Woman’s Art Journal’, Vol. 29 No. 2, 2008, Pg. 31.]  [20:  Jennifer Wingate, ‘Memorials, and Anti-Militarism: Bashka Paeff’s “Sacrifices of War”’, ‘Woman’s Art Journal’, Vol. 29 No. 2, 2008, Pg. 31.]  [21:  Caitlin Johnstone, ‘This is what modern war propaganda looks like’, ‘Medium.com’, 05/07/18, > https://medium.com/@caityjohnstone/this-is-what-modern-war-propaganda-looks-like-ffb523ce8be <, [Accessed on 09/11/19].] 

Bashka Paeff’s memorial goes against the general consensus that other mother inclusive war memorials of the time did. It so incredibly anti-war that she had to include soldiers in the background as a compromise with governor Baxter so that it could not be perceived as a completely outright anti-war piece of art that the republicans funded, (see figure 1 & 2). The memorial features a protective mother shielding her young child from the horrors of war whilst two dead soldiers are at her feet. Images of mothers like this were limited to images from peace organizations and radical publications. To show a mother making a stand against war was seen as too pacifist and ‘Bolshevik’[footnoteRef:22]. Bashka’s sculpture echoed her personal opinions on war that; ‘War memorials should not glorify war’[footnoteRef:23]. The memorial featured no glory or praise for the men who were dead at the mother’s feet, there were no wreaths or celebrations of their sacrifice, just a scared mother protecting her child from the dangers of war. This is a very different image compared to the standard patriotic mother sending her sons off to war[footnoteRef:24] (see figure 3). The article talks about how Bashka continued to make more anti-war themed art throughout her life and compares it to other artists interpretations of war in art a further example is Käthe Kollwitz who did a series of woodcuts (pictures carved into blocks of wood) focusing on the destruction caused by war from the perspective of mothers children[footnoteRef:25]. [22:  Jennifer Wingate, ‘Memorials, and Anti-Militarism: Bashka Paeff’s “Sacrifices of War”’, ‘Woman’s Art Journal’, Vol. 29 No. 2, 2008, Pg. 33.]  [23:  Jennifer Wingate, ‘Memorials, and Anti-Militarism: Bashka Paeff’s “Sacrifices of War”’, ‘Woman’s Art Journal’, Vol. 29 No. 2, 2008, Pg. 31.]  [24:  Jennifer Wingate, ‘Memorials, and Anti-Militarism: Bashka Paeff’s “Sacrifices of War”’, ‘Woman’s Art Journal’, Vol. 29 No. 2, 2008, Pg. 35.]  [25:  Jennifer Wingate, ‘Memorials, and Anti-Militarism: Bashka Paeff’s “Sacrifices of War”’, ‘Woman’s Art Journal’, Vol. 29 No. 2, 2008, Pg. 37.] 
Figure 3 : The ‘Sacrifices of War’ Memorial by Bashka Paeff




[image: Image result for bashka paeff sacrifices of war][image: Image result for bashka paeff sacrifices of war]Figure 2: Soldiers on the frontline in the background of the monument 
Figure 1 : Soldiers running in the background of the monument



The article concludes with an ode towards Bashka and her sculpture entitled ‘The sacrifices of war’ and discusses how much backlash she would have faced from a 1920’s America, as to them being anti-war was seen as being a communist[footnoteRef:26].  [26:  Jennifer Wingate, ‘Memorials, and Anti-Militarism: Bashka Paeff’s “Sacrifices of War”’, ‘Woman’s Art Journal’, Vol. 29 No. 2, 2008, Pg. 35.] 

‘Paeff’s memorial placed a strong female figure, an allegory of Civilization but also a symbol of all mothers in a highly visible politicized space. Those few memorials that did approach the anti-war sentiment of Paeff’s vision, or at least those that acknowledged loss were typically of a local nature and paid for by neighbourhood groups. Paeff’s memorial was not only one of the first state memorials dedicated to honour those who fought and died in World War one, but also thanks to the collaboration between Paeff and Baxter it stands as an unwavering expression of anti-militarism and women’s protest against the violence of war.’[footnoteRef:27] [27: Jennifer Wingate, ‘Memorials, and Anti-Militarism: Bashka Paeff’s “Sacrifices of War”’, ‘Woman’s Art Journal’, Vol. 29 No. 2, 2008, Pg. 38.] 


One of the major strengths of this article is the subject matter itself. it is incredibly interesting in that it brings a modern feminist viewpoint to the area of memorabilia and propaganda surrounding the First World War. The topic is not something commonly spoken about when learning about the First World War. The only time women are represented is as previously mentioned is as the patriotic mother sending her sons off to war or the working woman covering for the missing man in the work place. Another strength is that it is well written and simple enough to read though. It is not one of those articles that nearly make you fall asleep while reading it, but again this could have to do with the fact it is interesting and differs from the bog-standard World War One articles.  The biggest weakness is obviously the fact that it focuses a lot on the art history of it all rather than going into depth on motherhood and anti-militarism. That is something that is not really spoken about or at least not to the same level as say women in the workplace during the First World War. That being said it is no surprise that this particular article does not going into the details of motherhood and anti-militarism as the article itself is focusing especially on the monument made by Bashka. So, without extra research and other academic texts to refer to this article is very lacks the academic discourse on the topic. 
This article in comparison to another arguably more academic article which covers the same topic of motherhood and its place within the war shows that this article really does slightly breeze over the topic. To compare this article with another namely ‘She didn’t raise her son to be a slacker: Motherhood, conscription and the culture of the First World War’ by Susan Zeiger[footnoteRef:28] where she goes into a lot more detail and talks more about how women in propaganda are used to push either pro-war of anti-war ideologies onto its audience. While this article about Bashka is interesting and focuses mainly on her work against wars the second article written by Susan Zeiger is probably better suited when citing academic work and is therefore better in comparison to the original article. [28:  Susan Zeiger, ‘She didn’t raise her son to be a slacker: Motherhood, conscription and the culture of the First World War’, ’Feminist Studies’, Vol.22 No.1, 1996, Pg. 7.] 


Bibliography
Johnstone Caitlin, ‘This is what modern war propaganda looks like’, ‘Medium.com’, 05/07/18, https://medium.com/@caityjohnstone/this-is-what-modern-war-propaganda-looks-like-ffb523ce8be 
N/A, ‘Jennifer Wingate Bio’, ‘Public Art Dialogue’, 2015, https://publicartdialogue.org/newsletter/winter-2015/jennifer-wingate-bio 
Wingate Jennifer, ‘Memorials, and Anti-Militarism: Bashka Paeff’s “Sacrifices of War”’, ‘Woman’s Art Journal’, Vol. 29 No. 2, 2008, Pp. 31-38.
Zeiger Susan, ‘She didn’t raise her son to be a slacker: Motherhood, conscription and the culture of the First World War’, ’Feminist Studies’, Vol.22 No.1, 1996, Pg. 7.
Image List
1. Image of the sacrifices of war monument made by Bashka Paeff. Available at http://diannefallon.com/monuments-politics-and-the-cycle-of-forgetting-remembering-bashka-paeffs-horrors-of-war/
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Close up Image of the background of the ‘Sacrifices of War’ Monument, showing a group of soldiers running. Available at http://diannefallon.com/monuments-politics-and-the-cycle-of-forgetting-remembering-bashka-paeffs-horrors-of-war/
3. Close up image of the background of the ‘Sacrifice of War’ monument showing presumably soldiers at the front like. Available at http://diannefallon.com/monuments-politics-and-the-cycle-of-forgetting-remembering-bashka-paeffs-horrors-of-war/ 
image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg




image4.jpeg




image1.jpeg




