Within Skinner’s Theory of Language Acquisition, he applied his Behavioral Theory of Operant Conditioning to language development in which pupils learn language from their environment thus, providing the nurture view of language development. For instance, the reinforcement of imitated language by adults in the form of positive responses to children’s attempts to communicate thus, encouraging language repetition (Johnston and Nahmad-Williams, 2009). Skinner theorised that language was learnt by rewards for example, a baby being praised for saying “da da da”. However, unrecognised words or sounds that did not link to words would not be reinforced or punished as he believed this was counterproductive (Pound, 2006). For example, for Pupil A, due to the repetitive and restricted mind-set of some individuals with ASD enhanced motivation for instance through rewards or choice time provides a goal for pupils to achieve (Estyn, 2019a). However, Skinner’s theory was challenged by Chomsky stating that language development could not occur in a behaviourist nurture theory due to the abstract and complex nature of language and its rapid acquisition of language rules in early childhood (Pound, 2010; Payler and Scanlan, 2018).
Alternatively, Chomsky, argued that language development occurred through nature with language learning being an innate process. He theorised that children were “born with a Language Acquisition Device” (LAD), which provided an innate understanding of language structures (Pound, 2010, p.97). He stated that children were sensitive to language within their environment in which children can learn using imitation (Pound, 2010; Payler and Scanlan, 2018). Yet, Chomsky was also challenged for not recognising emotional relationships and social context surrounding language development (Payler and Scanlan, 2018).
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