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Abstract

The origin of the 64 Hexagrams is a controversial topic in the study of the Zhouyi. Ancient
scholars have provided some assumptions in principle but without strong evidences. Modern
scholars do not pay much attention to this topic, since mainstream opinions believe that the
meaning of the hexagram statements are not implied in their names and could not be clearly
understood. However, recently unearthed silk manuscripts and bamboo strips of the Zhouyi
from the Mawangdui (% E ) etc., has more or less given rise to various questions, including
the different versions of the hexagram names. This paper will compare the distinction of these
different versions to find out the phonetic relation between the hexagram names, while also
collect other scholars® views in discussion. This could contribute new approaches to
understanding the connection between the hexagram names and their statements.
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