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Exploring Literacy Barriers
 SJIE6002
In this portfolio the student will critically explore the impact of using a specific literacy resource. It will analyse how a child with Additional Learning Needs (ALN) is not at the same level, meeting curriculum key stage criteria as children their own age. The child is a 6-year-old girl who is in year 2 with autism we will call her child A for the sake of the portfolio. Child A is from a deprived area from a nearby town and has Free School Meals (FSM). The child has speech and language impediment which is a disorder that depresses language, communication, hearing, social and fluency skills (Bennett, n.d.). At a recent parent’s evening it was noticed that the child’s father also spoke with a speech impediment. Bernstein (1971) quotes: 
“Linguistic deprivation is another aspect of cultural deprivation theory as it forms a part of a child’s upbringing and can have an impact on their attainment at school.​”

The school is in a village and has 259 pupils. Child A attends a Learning Resource Centre (LRC) which is built in the heart of the school and has 12 pupils that all have statements of complex learning difficulties. As Lowry (2016) explains: 5 – 10% of children suffer with hyperlexia, this is when they can sound out and read words but possibly cannot understand them. Children with ASD are often struggle with both reading and understanding.
[bookmark: _Hlk71808964][bookmark: _Hlk71808970]The Learning Resource Centre is a specialist class for children to reach their full potential with specialist educational support and nurturing care (School A, 2019). LRC’s provide a differentiated curriculum in order for the child to succeed in their own individual development (School A, 2019). The literacy programme Child A is working on is called Jolly Phonics. Jolly Phonics is a child centred approach ‘teaching literacy through synthetic phonics’ (Jolly Phonics, 2021). This is a multi-sensory method with letter sounds split into seven groups and actions for 42 letter sounds (Jolly Phonics, 2021).
Jolly Phonics work as an early intervention of speech and language for a child to start building words together and the sounds are not taught in alphabetical order. This enables children to begin building words as early as possible. Blended phonics are also known as synthetic phonics, using the first letter building up to a complete word by blending. The 5 stages of learning phonics as stated by Jolly Phonics (2021) are: children are taught 42 sounds; these are the letter sounds. Using alphabet sounds and digraphs such as ai and ue. Multi- sensory methods help children to write and form sound letters. Once the child has mastered these first steps, they learn how to blend sounds together, and to read and write new words. Children learn to split words into segments to sound out a word. However some more difficult words, identified by Jolly Phonics as ‘tricky’ words which have irregular spellings are taught individually.
According to (Teachingyourchild, n.d.) it is easier for an autistic child to learn through phonics, autistic children like to see pictures and actions as this is more rememberable for them. Jolly Phonics helps the child to learn through letter, sounds and songs.















Evidence of observations.
 Lesson Objective - The letter sound of focus for this lesson is /r/. The teacher uses a storyline to engage with a small group of four children, the letter sound and an action that will be used. The teacher uses the storyline from Jolly Phonics, (2021):
“there was a puppy who found an old blanket and gripped it with his teeth. The boy went to pull the rag off the puppy and the puppy gripped tightly and made the sound ‘rrrrrrrr’”.
 The teacher got the child to continue the action ‘rrrrrrr’. She then continued to hold up the flashcard with r on it. The teacher now introduces letter formation and explains how to write the r whilst sounding it out at the same time following the dots and continuing until they can write it independently. She then introduces blending words with the letter r, for example, rat, rip, ran and rest. She says the sounds with the children and encourages them to blend the word. She also encourages the children to point to the dot under the sound when pronouncing the word. The children work on a word bank which contain various words beginning with the previously learnt letter r. This will help them to practise blending their sounds. The children join together as a group and sit in a circle around the white board and sing together the rhymes from the Jolly Phonics programme, there are 6 phases. The teacher explained to me that the emphasis of phonics is based around the behaviourist learning theories of B.F. Skinner and constructivist learning theories of Lev Vygotsky, this is what the whole language emphasis is based on (Reyhner, 2020).









Theoretical Framework                                                                                
The UNCRC’s Article states that the governments agree that “the education of the child shall be directed to: The development of the child’s personality, talents and mental and physical abilities to their fullest potential” (UNICEF, 2021) There is a lot of controversy on how children should learn to read from phonics instructions to whole language instructions (Treiman, 2018). It is a fact that children spend more time looking at pictures in a book than reading the words in the text (Evans & Saint-Aubin, 2005) A study examining the effect of Jolly Phonics and the literacy motivation discovered that it is based on Engestrom’ activity theory and the sociocultural learning theories of Dewey, Vygotsky and Piaget (Moodie-Reid, 2016). 
TeachThought, (n.d.) suggested Dewey’s theory emphasises on education through social learning and experimental learning using a constructivist approach to teaching Dewey believed that the curriculum should be relevant to what is happening in a child’s life, and that developing life skills are just as crucial to a child’s life (TeachThought, n.d.).. Jolly Phonics uses pictures and rhymes that children can connect with memorial rhymes, nouns and verbs in the rhymes, for example, “See me play on my drum, playing drums is lots of fun with a d/d/d/d/d/d/d/” (Amhed, 2015). The tune to this is ‘This Old Man’ and the actions are banging your hands up and down like playing a drum, a child might play with a toy drum this way, so this is very easy for a child to adapt too (Amhed, 2015). 
The concept, Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) was developed by Lee Vygotsky. The meaning of ZPD is the difference between what a child can do without help and what a child can do with assistance (McLeod, 2019). Bryant, Bradley, Maclean and Crossland, (1989) quotes that “knowledge of nursery rhymes enhances children's phonological sensitivity which in turn helps them to learn to read”. With The Jolly Phonics being such a simple programme it is easy for the child to start learning and is lots of fun with actions. Piaget (1952, p.7) defined a schema as: "a cohesive, repeatable action sequence possessing component actions that are tightly interconnected and governed by a core meaning." This means as a child gains knowledge of one task and achieves their goal, the next tasks get slightly more difficult, reaching their aim of potential development. With Jolly Phonics there are many stages within the programme getting slightly more difficult each time.

Reflective Placement Diary
	What happened? The child was asked to come over to the literacy table to do Jolly Phonics, a programme design to learn phonics. The class works on the Donaldson carousel based cross phased group activities where smaller groups work on different curriculum tasks and then move on to the task.

	What went well? The pupil came over and sat for over 5mins to do their activity.

	What were the main challenges/problems/difficulties you faced? ALN difficulties such as autism and global delay. The seating situation, with distractions all around.

	How did you react to the challenges? Spoke to the class teacher, looked at the child’s IEP and observed a staff member working with the pupil before I stepped in.

	How did you feel? The teacher made me feel a lot more confident when she gave me the information.

	What surprised you? How the child enjoyed the programme, which helped keep them on task and how engaged they were.

	What were you familiar with? The equipment, was simple, visual, and easy to connect with.

	Have your beliefs and expectations changed or been challenged? Challenged. When given the correct programme for their learning the pupils thrived. I want to help more with that engagement. Using rhyme and song really engage the children .

	Critiquing your experience. When you see an IEP you realise what educational challenges a child has, so you can prepare by putting interventions in place, for example give more thinking time for a child with global delay. Also, every time they are getting better at the pronunciation give them praise. Read up on B.F. Skinners reinforcement theory.

	How well did you think you managed the challenging situation? Asking the teacher for more information definitely helps assist you in a challenging situation.

	Has this experience changed your mind or opinion in any way? Yes, sometimes you can read up on many ALN conditions, but every individual is different, and you can learn so much more in practicality.

	Were you given any feedback (formal or informal)? Can you seek further advice from anyone in order to give you another perspective? The child centred approach works really well in this class and to research Dewey, Piaget and Vygotsky.

	Is there any other reading or research you could follow up regarding the subject matter? Answered above

	What skills do you need to develop to address this incident more effectively in the future? No incidents happened while working with the child, I will just read and research more information on literacy and ALN.

	What conclusions have you drawn? You need a mixture of theoretical and practical knowledge when aiming for the best possible outcomes with ALN children.

	What next? To continue and learn as much as possible from practicality, observing others and theoretical framework.

	Given the same event; would you do anything different next time? I would use a distraction board and minimise all distractions.

	What are the key lessons learned for future use? Research the key aspects of the lesson plan so you always know how to answer questions correctly and understand thoroughly. 

	How might your learning feed into your assignment/s? Understanding the criteria of lesson plans and the theoretical framework and why the children learn this way as it has been proven by Jolly Phonics this way of learning is successful.


	 






Evaluation
The connection between phonics and letters and sounds is an important aspect of learning to read, but when teaching it is extremely important that teachers are pronouncing the words correctly (Johnson, n.d.). In a report by The National Reading Panel, it came to the conclusion that: “that systematic phonics instruction helps children learn to read more effectively than non-systematic or no phonics instruction” (Ehri, 2020) This report proved that early intervention in systematic phonics is valuable in learning to read. The Welsh Assembly Government National Literacy Framework States; If schools have good teachers who can teach phonics and additional reading skills in an enthusiastic and consistent way, we can expect improvement and higher standards in learners across wales (Welsh Assembly Government, 2012). 

The Donaldson curriculum carousel-based activities work well in the classroom, due to children not being rooted on one activity and then starting to become unenthusiastic, they shortly move on to the next curriculum-based activity (Estyn, 2018). There is an issue with phonics and that is sometimes our phonic sounds don’t match the correct pronunciation of the word. The English language can be very confusing for example ‘where’, ‘were’ and ’wear’ they all sound the same but have totally different meanings. How to teach this is to learn each one separately (The School Run, 2021). 

I believe there could be a more child centred approach in jolly phonics for instance, letting the child make up their own rhymes for the sound, this might encourage them to remember it more.  This would make the child feel more responsible, independent, and confident. A child centred approach would make children engage more in ‘active learning’, developing knowledge and skills in their own way (Piptree, 2017).
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