Appendix 1 – Focus group questions 1

[image: ]

[image: ]




[image: ]






















Appendix 2 – Focus group questions 2



[image: ]


[image: ]





[image: ]
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Appendix 4 – Engagement chart 2
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Appendix 5 - ARC 1
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Appendix 6 – ARC 2
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7.

Do you feel that you work better with someone or independently?

D: Better with someone else because you get the chance to speak to each other and
communicate first. If you work independently, and you need help, you can’t talk to anyone.

E: Both, | like working independently because it might be more interesting by myself and | will
work it out. | like working with my friends, as it helps me learn.

F: Independently because if they don’t know the answer, they could confuse me and | could get
the wrong answer.

8.

10.

11.

Do you understand the question more when you get the chance to discuss it and why?
D:Yes
E: Yes, if | do discuss it, they might know more than me if | don’t listen.

F: Yes, because if | do the person realises what the question is about.

Do you think recapping what you’ve learnt at the end of the lesson with a partner is helpful
and why?

D: Yes, so you can remember it for next lesson.
E: Yes, because it helps me remember.

F: Yes, if | tell someone they could learn as well. It helps me it helps you remember.

If you know the answer and your partner doesn’t, are you happy to share the answer?
D: Yes, because if they need help you can help them. Not everyone knows everything.
E: Yes, if they don’t know | can help them.

F: Yes | want to help people out.

How do you feel when you are asked to share your answer with class?

D: Sometimes nervous in front of the class but sometimes confident.

E: Nervous if | don’t get the chance to discuss something with my partner because | might be
wrong.

F: Happy because | want to share my answer.




image6.png
12.

13.

Do you think talking with your partner improves your confidence, and why?
D: Yes, because you can talk to your partner and you won’t get shy when talking to the class.

E: Yes, because If | talk with my partner it makes me braver. And it helps me talk in front of
the class.

F: Yes, because if | can talk to them | know | can talk to the whole class.

Would you be less anxious to answer a question if you had an opportunity to check with a
friend first?

D: Yes, | would be less shy because you talk to your friend and get the same answer so you
know it’s right.

E: Yes, because it would help me learn and makes me feel braver.

F: No because my friends could wind up and tell you the wrong answer.
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1 Noengagement

The child shows no level of engagement. There is an absence of cognitive demand and the
child is passive. The pupil may typically stare into space.

2. Lowengagement:
The child shows low level of engagement during an activity. However, during over half the
observed period, the pupil is not concentrating and is staring into space. There may be
frequent interruptions in the child’s engagement but it is not enough to return to the

activity.
3. Medium level of engagement:

The child shows engagement for at least half the activity. There is some progress but
energy is lacking and concentration is at a routine level. The child can easily become
distracted.

4. High engagement:

The child shows a high level of engagement during the agtivity, the child s on task.
stimuli, from the outside environment cannot distract the child from the activity.

5. Fully engaged throughout:

The child shows continuous and sustained engagement throughout the duration of the
activity. The pupil shows persistence, concentration, and energy throughout the whole
activity.
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Model Beirniad Wedi Adfyfyrio (BWA)
Assisted Reflective Conclusions (ARC) Model

Dyddiad/Date: 4.2.20

Digwyddiad critigol (Ffocws)/Critical incident (focus): Lesson study 1

Profias Experience
Telada/
Feelings e Using Think Pair Share (TPS) in my lesson worked well.
Beth y eictteimladan vaahwich y * The children’s engagement went from low level to high level when TPS was
BRAa? X ) used.
W’W’""?W“’,{“""F regarding o The children engaged in quality discussions with their partners
the experience? e The amount of long explanations given by the children increased.

* The student’s confidence also increased when contributing to class

discussions.

Cofiea Deall n
Remember and Positives
Understand o During my lesson, the children were placed into random mixed ability
Olebeh] CSEOLE GRNEIIINELY groups. At the start of the lesson | placed the children into their partners
DRfiad dusau a eerhvn dda? and instructed the children where to sit.

“Can you list the aspects of the
learning experience that went
well?”

Paelfenn o'saueSind dtsai 0edd
wsionsslia?

“What were the elements of the
learning experience that were

we found that mixed ability pairing worked well for the lower ability children,
as they were able to learn from the higher ability children.

The higher ability children were confident enough to help the less able
children answer the question.

We also found that the higher ability children were far more confident when
discussing and answering questions.

EAL children showed increased confidence and engagement during this

disappointing?” lesson
Negatives
e The children complained about having to sit with children they were not
friends with
* Some children were hesitant to engage in conversations with children they
weren't familiar with
* The higher ability children were generally the ones feeding back to the
class.
Gwerthuse 2 dadansoddl/
Evaluate and gnalyse. * The lower ability children were positively impacted by working with the
Beth fyddych chiRcaBek un FASL higher ability children
‘Sicthau,dysan,ac addysau effeithiol * To ensure effective engagement in TPS, | will continue to choose open-
yny dyfodol? ended questions. This will hopefully continue to elicit high quality

“What will you keep the same to
ensure effective teaching and
learning in the future?”

Beth oedd achos yr elfen siomedig
bwysicaf?

“What wos the cause of the most
important disappointing element?”

discussions from the children.

The pupil's responses from the focus group were positive. The pupils felt
that they were more confident to answer questions once they had the
chance to speak to their partners first.
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Gassliaday a chamay,

gweithredu/ Next lesson

Conclusions and actions . " "

Beth pgichatebion 0oL e My partner and | will continue to use open ended questions for TPS as we
mateigan.somedia a 0dwyd? feel this is the best way to encourage the children to engage in high quality

“What are your possible solutions
to the disappointing issues
identified?”

Beth ydueh v G0 Uk wieud
nesaf?
“What will you do next?”

discussions.

* We are going to allow the children to choose their own partner for TPS. This
is because we want to find out whether the children will engage in higher
quality discussions with their friends, rather than with someone who they
wouldn’t normally speak to.

Y profiad newydd / Transformed experience
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Model Beirniad Wedi Adfyfyrio (BWA)
Assisted Reflective Conclusions (ARC) Model

Dyddiad/Date: 7.2.20

Digwyddiad critigol (Ffocws)/Critical incident (focus): Lesson study 2

Profiad/ Experience
Teimladay/ Children were engaged in group discussions about a variety of graphs and
Feeling; ) mathematical problems, when observing they seemed like they were on
Beth o0 Gl e vt task for most of the lesson.
“What are your feelings regarding | felt like children did initially get distracted when sat by their friends at the
the experience?” start of the lesson but were able to become engage quickly.
| felt like children seemed to enjoy TPS more when they were sat with their
friends. There was more of a buzz in the classroom, pupils were engaged in
in depth discussions.
Cofig,a Deall/ In this lesson, pupils could choose their own partners (they were
Remember and instructed to sit where they wanted at the start of the lesson).
Understand Negatives- there was disruption after the first think pair and share, some
Blbshichi (RS04 8awEAIIUBLY i initi i i i ir fri
RRA G0N G G dde? children initially became distracted after being sat with their friends.

“Can you list the aspects of the
learning experience that went
well?”

Paelfenn o'saueSind dtsai 0edd
wsionsslia?

“What were the elements of the
learning experience that were

Behavior started to become disruptive after children were sat with friends.
However, after reinforcing group work expectations, children became on
task.

Positives- children seemed to participate in in depth discussions
EAlJchiIdren were able to share their answers to the class with confidence,
their answers were longer than usual and included more complex language

disappointing?” patterns, g “I think that,, because...” “ | also think....”
2 EAL children sat together- (child 1 and child 2) the children supported
each other using their home language to translate and discuss the
question.
EAL children showed increased confidence and engagement this lesson.
Gwerthuso a dadansoddi/ Allowing pupils to choose their own partner seemed to positively impact
Evaluate and gnalyse. their discussions. This meant pupils were sat in mixed ability groups. EAL
B?"MWM@{A& pupils were able to support each other when discussing answers and build
m‘“yﬂ "me W_,‘ o et upon ideas collaboratively. They seemed to have more confidence when

“What will you keep the same to
ensure effective teaching and
learning in the future?”

Beth 0edd QRARS KK iR SO0RAIG
bosica?

“What wos the cause of the most
important disappointing element?”

working with friends. They also used their home language to support their
understanding by translating.

The EAL children sat by friends who were of a higher ability, were able to
develop their English proficiency and build ideas based on modeling of the
English language. Children seemed comfortable to do this because they
were sat by their friends.

To ensure effective engagement in TPS in the future, allowing pupils to
pick their own partners would be an effective method.

The cause of the most disappointing element was the negative behavior
initially caused by allowing pupils to sit by whoever they wanted. The
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children seemed to find open ended mathematical problem-solving
questions engaging and thus became on task, but behavior could
potentially be a problem if children aren’t finding the discussion questions
engaging.

Caseliaday a chamau e The solutions to the negative behavior would be to plan TPS questions to
gweithredu/ be open ended, engaging and accessible to all abilities, as this could stop
Conclusions and actions behavior from becoming disruptive.

Beth yelsh atrkion Best Lo e | will continue to use friendship pairing during TPS as this has shown
QRSHARR, JOIRAIG,A CRGYU?

“What are your possible solutions
to the disappointing issues
identified?”

Beth yauch, Yo BXAR DKSARHA,
aesel?

“What will you do next?”

positive effects on learning and articulation of answers.

Next time, | would like children to use a language frame when discussing
answers during TPS. | think this would be an effective scaffold needed to
support EAL children in formulating an indepth answer and would improve
their English proficiency further.

Next time | would pair partners into A and B, then call upon a partner to
answer. This would hopefully prevent the same children answering all the
time.

Y profiad newydd / Transformed experience
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Observation questions

1. What did you think of the lesson?
A: It was good. It was a really fun lesson.
B: Really good and fun.

C: Good, interesting and fun.

2. What was your favourite part of the lesson?
A: Researching the Jewish symbols on the iPad.
B: Being able to do our own research with the iPad.

C: When we discussed the holocaust.

3. Did you enjoy having discussions with your friends? Do you learn anything through
discussions with your friends in lessons and what?

A: | love it when | get to talk to my friends because | can ask them questions and we can
learn things from each other

B: Yes, if my friend is on a higher table than me then they might be able to help me.

C: Talking with my friend first helps me because they know more words than me, so they
teach me which helps me answer

4. Do you find some people easier to discuss things with and why?
A: Yes, | find it easier to talk to my friends.

B: | feel more confident when I'm talking to my friends in class because | know that they
won't judge me for what | say

C: Yes, | find it easy to talk to my friends.

5. Do you like having an opportunity to discuss questions with your partner?
A: Yes, because you can check to see if you have the same answer.
B: Yes.

C: Yes, because | like being able to talk during lessons, some teachers don’t let us.
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6. Do you think you understand the topic more when you have a chance to talk to your friend
about it, and why?

A: Yes, because your friend might know more about the topic than you and they can help you.
B: Yes, they might know a bit more about the subject than me.

C: Yes, because we can share ideas together.

7. Do you feel that you work better with someone or independently?
A: On my own, because if you're talking to others you might not get your work done.

B: Both.

C: | like working independently in maths but working with a partner can help sometimes.

8. Do you understand the question more when you get the chance to discuss it and why?
A: Yes, if | didn’t know and my partner did they could help me.
B: Yes, because if | don’t know it my friend will explain it to me.

C: Yes, it helps me gather ideas.

9. Do you think recapping what you’ve learnt at the end of the lesson with a partner is helpful
and why?

A: Yes, because it reminds you what you have done in the lesson in case you have forgotten
anything.

B: Yes, it helps me remember for next lesson.

C: Yes, because it helps me to remind myself of what we have learnt.

10. If you know the answer and your partner doesn’t, are you happy to share the answer?
A: Yes, but | would put it in different words so that they don’t copy me.
B: Yes, but | would give the answer in different words.

C: Yes, but it depends who is asking me.
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11. How do you feel when you are asked to share your answer with class?
A: Confident because | like speaking to the class.

B: | like giving my answers to the class because when | get them right my teacher praises
me

C: Great, | love helping to teach people because it helps me understand better.

12. Do you think talking with your partner improves your confidence, and why?
A: Yes, because it’s good to know if you have the right answer or not.
B: Yes, because they can help me understand the question.

C: Yes, | feel shy sometimes talking in front of the class.

13. Would you be less anxious to answer a question if you had an opportunity to check with a
friend first?

A: Yes, because you can check your answer first.
B: Yes, to see if they have the same answer as me.

C: Yes, talking to my friend helps me gain confidence and courage to answer a question.
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Observation questions
1. What did you think of the lesson?
D: Interesting — because | love learning about graphs.
E: Good, it felt like | learnt more about graphs.

F: It was excellent.

2. What was your favourite part of the lesson?
D: Drawing the bar graph
E: When we had to draw bar graph it felt so fun, | want to do it again

F: Making the bar graphs.

3. Did you enjoy having discussions with your friends? Do you learn anything through
discussions with your friends in lessons and what?

D: Yes, because miss Archer lets us discuss questions first and we can learn more.
E: Yes, | learn if something new | might magpie what it means

F: Yes, | learn about more things. Like having a chat.

4. Do you find some people easier to discuss things with and why,
D: Yes, | find people easier to discuss things with if they explain things well.

E: My friends, because my friends mostly want to help me. Some people don’t want to help
me.

F: Some people won’t talk much, where as your friends talk to you more.

5. Do you like having an opportunity to discuss xxx with your partner?
D: Yes, because we can think about the question first. Time to think about the question.
E: Yes

F: Yes, it helps me understand more.

6. Do you think you understand the topic more when you have a chance to talk to your friend
about it, and why?

D: Yes, | think you can talk to your friends and see if they have a different answer, if they do
you can help each other to get the right answer.

E: Yes, because if | talk to my friend it explains it to me more and | understand it.

F: Yes, because if they know more, they can help me. If | know more, | can help them.




