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The entire method consists in the order and arrangement of the things to which the mind’s eye must turn so that we can discover some truth.

			René Descartes, Rules for the Direction of the Mind (1628)


Starting with Freud, the unconscious becomes a chain of signifiers that repeats and insists somewhere (on another stage or in a different scene, as he wrote), interfering in the cuts offered it by actual discourse and the cogitation it informs.

Jacques Lacan, Ecrits (full English trans., 2007)


‘I think, therefore I am’, Descartes decreed.
Self-evident: no need to verify!
Voiced inwardly the words rang true and clear.
Who’ll question this indubitable thought?

For scepticism here’s the cure we need,
A proof that stands distinct to the mind's eye,
And answers, safe within its Ego-sphere,
All questions cross-referred to reason's court.

Source apodictic, outcome guaranteed:
Mere logic shows the nostrum must apply,
That doubts, like bucks, must finally stop here,
With cogito our first and last resort.

Let sceptics quit the scene: no case to plead!
Just saying all's in doubt won't get them by.
Locked on to this, our one sure route to steer
Through seas unfathomed, we’ll come safe to port.

Yet what if it's a text they all misread,
Those self-assured Cartesians who rely
On reason's claim to make the thing appear
A statement of the a priori sort?

So Lacan counsels: pay the text more heed,
Track errant signifiers as they fly
The signified, and treat such talk of sheer
Self-evidence as fit for Freudian sport.

Again: don't ask yourself 'Where might they lead,
Those trails of sense?', but 'whither now the "I"
Of Descartes' shifty narrative, that mere
Place-holder always primed to self-abort?'.

What if the cogito just serves to feed
Sir Ego some mendacious alibi
While, unawares, he crosses the frontier
To Id’s night-school where riddling truths are taught?

Then we'd not think of signifiers keyed
To signifieds, or take as read the tie
Of meaning to intent, or the idea
That pint-pot signs each token one half-quart.

Let’s then conclude, with Lacan, that indeed
Freud’s lesson goes: 'just where I think that my
Self-grounding cogito has Ego's ear,
That's where Id’s stratagems cut reason short

Since thanks to them, from such illusions freed,
Our Id-like alter ego may defy
The old Cartesian voice that tells us we’re
Least duped when it’s those stratagems we thwart’.

Rather the sense-glissade is something we’d
Best ride as Id directs and not deny
(‘Les non-dupes errent’), though Ego bids us fear
That life and love are what it brings to naught.

For, ‘mean it’ as we may, there’s still the vide
De sens that twists all plain intent awry
Yet tells us straight: wherever vouloir-dire
Goes off the rails, that’s where our words are caught

In vectors of desire that far exceed
The path-coordinates of those who'd try,
With Descartes, to arrest their wild career
By daylight clarity too dearly bought.



Notes:

‘Les non-dupes errent’: one of Lacan’s punning aphorisms conveying/suggesting (roughly) ‘the Name(s) of the Father’ and that ‘those most in error are those who pride themselves on not being duped’.

vide de sens: absence, lack or emptying-out of sense

vouloir-dire: will-to-say, expressive intent





Dupes.

P ————

P e S

S L, o (W Engish 200

i, threore s, Descartes decred.
Sl evident: 10 necd 9 v

Vokad inwardly hewords rang e nd e
Whotlquestion s induiabl thoughe

Forscepism s hecure e ned.
Apron that stands it o e ' ey,
Andanswers, sl widin s Ego-spere,

Sourceapodictic outcome uaraniec:
Mer g shows th nstm st aply.
Thtdous ke bucks, sl op here,
Wihcogtoour stand ot resot.

L septic quitth scene: i case o e
Justsaying i i oubt won' gt them by
Locked o to i our o sue soute o stecr
T sess uahomed wel com et port.

Vet what e they all misrod.
Thos slfassured Caresans who ety

On ressr's i t make the hing apear
Asementathe s ot sor?



