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Report 1: Investigate ideas for a viable research proposal

This report would firstly evaluate previous research and study process of the author, then make a list of sources that could be related with further research area. The currency, reliability and validity of these sources would be discussed and evaluated. 
My undergraduate subject was English translation and literature, which completed with a primary level thesis about the novel Godfather. Then I chose rural tourism for my postgraduate study area, for which I did a survey on a ancient village, then finished my thesis called "Study on the Development Strategy of Rural Tourism in Ancient Didi Village in Ebian Yi Autonomous County of Sichuan Province". For this thesis, I had my internship in a hotel built in t mountain-area village. During that time, I collected background information from internet, local government and the hotel which I worked in, such as local geographic and atmosphere condition, local history, local economy related data, and development record of the hotel and local tourism industry. I used questionnaires and interviews for data collecting, then proposed some strategies based on these results. I designed two set of questionnaires, one for tourists and one for local people, both surveys were focus on participants’ attitudes and expectations towards local rural tourism development. I also had an detailed interview with the manager of the hotel, who gave me first-hand empirical information about local tourism development.
Limitations of this thesis are obvious. Since I just started my study in economy area, my knowledge background and research ability was limited. Dr. Promise pointed out one of my mistakes when I shared the sampling process on the class. Besides,the reliability and validity of my analysis methods still needed to be improved.
By this case of study, I read a certain amount of Chinese literature about rural tourism, and had experience of field visit in this area, which could enlighten me for my further DBA study. I would like to keep focusing on tourism, based on my postgraduate study. If I have a chance to come to UK with no limitation of traveling around in the future, I will probably do a comparison research between rural tourism in EU and China. 
However, I have not decided the specific topic of my final thesis yet. For this assignment, I would like to try to form a proposal on how to improve the working motivation of local employees in Chinese anti-poverty rural tourism. 
Employment of local people in poverty-alleviation rural tourism could be a serious problem. For my last thesis, I did a rural tourism research in a minority village called Didigu village. During the interview with the manager of a hotel, which is the major tourism industry of the village, he told me that to support local poverty alleviation project, the most of hotel staff has to be local people. This policy aims to encourage local minority people to embrace modern commercial society so that they could get rid of poverty by working. However, local people used to accept money directly from government instead of working. They felt stressed to stay in their work place even though they could get more money. By the end, Absenteeism occurs more and more, and the hotel could not run properly.
For this topic, I have read and collected literature about Chinese rural tourism, poverty-alleviation tourism, ethnic toursim, CSR and working motivation in both English and Chinese. For English literature, most of my sources are peer-reviewed articles and come from journals like Annals of Tourism Research and Tourism Management, which are 4 stars journals in AJG and ABS. The authority and high-standard academic requirement of journals could probably prove the reliability and validity of these sources to some extent. 
My core theoritical framework, namely IRT (Intergrated Rural Tourism), are firstly proposed by Brian Ilbery and Gunjan Saxena in 2007. The currency of their articles is not the best, but it could be a suitable framework for three reasons. Firstly, their original research object is English-Welsh cross-border region, which has similar ethnical and regional issues with minority area in China. Secondly, several articles about IRT theory, such as ‘Integrated Rural Tourism in the English-Welsh Cross-border Region: An Analysis of Strategic, Administrative and Personal Challenges’ and ‘Evaluating `best practice' in integrated rural tourism:case examples from the England - Wales border region’. They were both peer-reviewed and published on Regional Studies and Environment and Planning A, which were 3 stars and 4 stars journals on AJG. Thirdly, they were still quoted by ‘Revitalizing traditional villages through rural tourism: A case study of Yuanjia Village, Shaanxi Province, China’, which was published on Tourism Management in 2017. In a word, IRT theory could be reliable and useful for my research area. Like Gao suggests that IRT as an innovative concept has integrated multiple disciplines and stakeholders, and thus provides a useful analytical framework.(Gao, 2017, P. 225)
I also choose some Chinese literature as a supplement. Although articles in Chinese is not fully proper for DBA academic writting standard, they do include first-hand data, policy analysis and emprical materials, which could closer and deeper about complicated situation of China in some perspectives.
Two articles are chosen from journals with lower level in AJG, namely‘ How to improve rural tourism development in Chinese suburban villages? Empirical findings from a quantitative analysis of eight rural tourism destinations in Beijing’, written by Dai, and et al. And ‘Rural stay: a new type of rural tourism in China’, written by Cheng, and et al. I read these kind of articles critically. Even though they show lower validity and reliability because of sampling methods, research design or other reasons, 
as a primary doctorate researcher, I still could learn from their advantages and disadvantages by comparison and criticizing.






Report 2: Evaluate a core theory and its application to several possible lines of investigation

IRT(Intergrated Rural Tourism) would be employed as a core theory of my research. It was firstly proposed by Brian Ilbery and Gunjan Saxena in 2007, which is defined as  tourism explicitly linked to the economic, social, cultural, natural, and human structures of the localities in which it takes place (Saxena et al., 2007; also Saxena and Ilbery, 2008). It was originally developed and employed to analyze rural tourism of England-Wales cross-border region. Saxena concludes that cross-border regions faced complicated existence of different cultural, economical and political situations.(Saxena and Ilbery, 2011, P. 1141)
IRT theory bases on SPRITE (Supporting and Promoting Integrated Tourism inEurope’s Lagging Rural Regions (LRRs)), which is funded under the EuropeanCommission’s ‘Quality of Life and Management of Living Resources programme’.(Saxena, 2011, P. 1142) IRT is defined as a means of thinking critically and comprehensively about the actors, resources and relationships involved in this notoriously fragmented industry. The term ‘integration’ of IRT could involve integration of human resource, policy, society, areas and institutions. And there are 5 benefits of IRT on rural tourism development, namely Direct economic benefits, Experiential benefits, Conservation benefits, Developmental benefits, Synergistic benefits.(Saxena et al, 2007, P. 350-352) 
The key concept of IRT theory is networks with different characteristics, which consists of 3 pairs of converse conditions (In table 1). By making banlance of these characterisitcs, self-awareness, pride, self-confidence and solidarity among local actors could be improved.(Saxena et al, 2007, P. 362) IRT also contains three elements: local actors, networks and relationships, which are at the same time influenced by formal and informal institutional arrangements.(Gao and Wu, 2017, P. 225)

Table 1. Binary understandings of network characteristics(Saxena, 2007, P. 353)
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By investigating on actors and networks in rural tourism, a general situation of local tourism development could be summarized in an integrated perspective. a concept map is developed to gather factors together.(Table 2) 

Table 2. Concept map of IRT on Chinese ethnic rural tourism
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On Chinese ethnic rural tourism research, advantages of IRT theory could be obvious, which might show in three aspects: characteristics of Chinese ehnic rural area, integrated perspective and sustainable ideology. IRT was originally developed through study on lagging boarder-area between England and Wales.(Saxena, 2007; Saxena and Ilbery, 2008; Saxena and Ilbery, 2009) 	This certain object gives IRT a unique perspective to make banlance of not only cultural, economical and political barriers, but also internal and external relations, which are called networks. Similar kinds of issues could also exist in ethnic minority areas in China, because of complex geographical condition and huge economic disparity among areas. If we take Ebian Yi Ethnic Minority Autonomous County as an example, which was my research object, it is located in the Xiaoliangshan area in southwestern Sichuan. Due to its location on the border and difficult natural conditions, it has always been a deeply impoverished county with difficulty in getting rid of poverty. And there does exist policy, culture and market barriers because of isolated moutain-area location and undeveloped society state. Ethnic tourism is defined as the tourism industry marketed to the public in terms of the ‘quaint’ customs of indigenous and often exotic people.(Smith, 1977, P.2) Ethnical featured tourism resource could be one of the limited advantages of traditional villages in Ebian County. Hence, there could be tensions during development of rural tourism in Chinese ethnic area, which are summarized by Yang and Wall as State regulation versus ethnic autonomy, Cultural exoticism versus modernity, Economic development versus cultural preservation, Authenticity versus cultural commodification.(Yang and Wall, 2009, P. 561) Also, IRT emphasizes endogeous networks and relationships. Some of these personal relationships or networks are called Guanxi in China, which could to some extent shape tourism industry of Chinese villages.(Chen, 2017, P. 389) Development methods of rural tourism shall depend on different types of ethnic traditional villages, meanwhile there could be inrreversible influence on these traditional villages during rural tourism development.(Yang, 2016, P.6) Therefore, the process of ethnic rural tourism development could be integrated, which makes IRT theory suitable for it, since IRT emphasizes both regional sustainable development and mutual adaption.(Saxena and Ilbery, 2009)
Qualitative interviews and group seminars could be used to collect data. (Saxena and Ilbery, 2009 and 2011; Panyik et al, 2011; Gao and Wu, 2017) Questionnaires could also be employed, which might collect data that easier to be analyzed in quantitative methods. As Saxena suggested, tourists, institutions, businesses, resource controllers, gatekeepers and host communities could be survey objects. (Saxena et al, 2007, P. 360) 
On the other hand, weaknesses and limitations also exist in IRT guided research. Qualitative interviews and group seminars have higher demands of time, journey capacity and organization capacity. In Chinese ethnic rural area, travel and communication could be much more difficult than in UK. According to my own research experience, each time I went to Didigu village in Ebian took me 3.5 hours on dangerous mountain roads fullfilled with over-loaded trucks. And residents in some ethnic area possibly could not speak Mandarin, which might affect the validity of data collection. IRT focus on integration of different actors in rural tourism, which means more survey objectives required. When large amount of data collected, there could be a risk of losing reprentativeness during selecting. (Saxena and Ilbery, 2008, P. 251) And if the research choose one actor’s view as a base, it might reduce the relation with other actors. For example, Panyik collected information of visitors from suppliers, which could be a limitation of the research design. (Panyik et al, 2011, P. 1361) There could also be risks of offending of ethnic tradition and residents’ privacy during research since many of traditional ethnic villages in China develop rural tourism by offering living experience with local people.
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Table 1. Binary understandings of network characteristics

Embedded

Embedded networks are built around local
knowledges and relationships. They can
form the basis for innovative activities
originating from locally specific
conventions. However, they may be
inward-looking and lack access to
external knowledge and innovation.

Endogenous

Endogenous networks reinforce strong
attachment to place, promoting local
participation and ownership of resources
and retention of value added. But they
‘may lack access to superior external
resources.

Empowering

Empowering networks facilitate local
participation in managing physical,
cultural and economic resources. But

participation may be partial.

Disembedded

Disembedded networks can facilitate
access to external markets. However,
without careful labelling and traceability

systems, disembedded local products and

resources risk ‘losing” their distinctive

s and production processes.

Exogenous

Exogenous networks enable actors to
access human and monetary resources
not available locally, and provide
channels for getting local interests onto
‘mainstream agendas. However, by
failing to link with local socio-economic
structures, they can create high economic
leakage, leaving the economy vulnerable
to external shocks.

Disempowering

Disempowering networks are dominated
by local, regional or national elites, with
their large resources. But they may fail to
establish decision-taking systems
accredited as representative and
accountable. They offer limited
opportunities for community
development and participation.
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