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Using the pupil profile given, identify how specific aspects of the child’s holistic development could be met within an educational setting. Underpin this with references to relevant theories, research and examples of excellent practice. 

Ashiabi (2007) states teachers play a large role in a child’s life and development especially in their early years. This is seen getting early years  ready for the years ahead on a social and emotional level. In addition,  teacher role has become more holistic over time this allows them to learn and adapt their learning through their everyday life. Furthermore, Loveless (2019) states that holistic approach within education is a relatively new movement which was merged from the 1980s. Holistic approach looks at the individuals aspect of life where there are no set principles in how these are implemented.  Teaching is about working with individuals  who work creatively and ask questions in regards to their learning. Who am I teaching should be seen as a collaboration of a teacher, student and peers in the classroom working together through different activities that can be meaningful. In addition,  working at that student’s own pace allowing their own motivation and interests to guide them.  
Teaching focuses helping the children become more happy and independent individuals and to give them the  tools to learn from the environment in which they live . In teaching they supply the help and resources to ensure they meet the child’s milestones through play to succeed in school. Ayling (2016) expresses that there is no better moment than teaching equality and diversity in a classroom this allows children from a young age to know that  children are equal no matter of their protective characteristics such as race, sex, disability, gender or religious beliefs. However, The Equality Act (2010) states not everyone will be treated  the same due to some children needing extra help so they are given the same teaching experience as others and to enable them to meet their desired outcomes. O’Connor et al (2020) agrees to enable a teacher to meet the child’s outcomes, it is knowing who is a teacher teaching and what aspect of there are learning that requires support as this will be unique to each individual.
The profile that will be discussed is of Ella who is 4 years old, this will give  an insight of her development, and progress both in the classroom environment and her social surroundings. In addition, even though Ella attends a playgroup within the community and has a good attachment with both care givers who are Mum and Dad they are both supportive towards Ella. However, there does seem to be a delay in her development in some areas. Bowlby (2012) states that to be a successful parent it requires sacrificing one’s own interests in order to give attention to the child to allow the child to develop and flourish.
Maree (2020) suggests in her peer reviewed journal  that Erikson’s third stage of psychosocial development it suggests, that a child that is 4 years old should learn to start tasks and carry out plans or they feel guilty about efforts to be independent. However, in Ella’s profile it states that Ella is not always aware of her peers presence. In addition, when undertaking placement  the children participated in an activity called Mindfulness in school Project (MISP). This was where the children would get paired up, and take it in turns to massage each other with the different techniques that the teacher demonstrated to the young people. On observation this was viewed as being very calming on the children. In addition, Berggren (2004) comments that the first thing a baby feels is touch when entering the world then touch can make children feel safe, warmth and loved. It was found that MISP   benefits children’s relationships inside the classroom and out, their findings also showed it decreased aggressive behaviours within an educational provision. The MISP technique could be seen as a good support for  Ella. Moreover, this could potentially  increase her social networks and maybe become more aware of her peers feelings in a social setting. 
Ella’s profile  states that Ella is not very happy about leaving her mum in the morning. Yeary (2020) states that is not unusual for four year olds to experience separation anxiety and this will develop over time as Ella learns to manage new social settings. Yeary (2020)  emphasises further stating that working with parents in education is vital to build on strategies like MISPS  to create a sense of calm for Ella, which could support Ella in her social circle at home.  This can support parents and the child from feeling anxious. In addition, The United Nation Convention on the Rights of the Child state article 31 Ella has a right to relax and play in an environment she feels secure in and is able to communicate her wishes, feeling to enhance her emotional development. 
Ella, is observed to have difficulty in initiating  conversation with other peers or teachers. Ella can talk but it is not always clear what she is saying, when using many one word responses. This can be a barrier for both Ella, teacher and peers when enabling them to understand her thoughts and feelings.  In a  placement  setting it was identified there was a child who found it difficult to form sentences and express their emotions.  However, the teacher was supporting the child in class with the use of visual aids in regards to emotions. However, in Ella’s circumstance it has been found there was no follow up at home with the child’s learning to mirror the actions in school of supporting Ella with her emotions.  Bruner (2000) comments that repetition is the first basic principle of teaching, and if this is done in a child-centred approach then repetition could enhance a child’s learning experience no matter of their social setting. In addition, the teacher needs to ensure a right level of repetition is being used, and that does not lead to boredom for the child. However, Johnson and Watts (2018) suggest that this could  be seen as positive and that the child needs to be more creative in their learning specially through imaginary play and to observe Ella to build on her emotions . Furthermore,  Article 12 of the rights of a child says a child has the right to express their opinion. In addition  it’s important that Ella recognises when individuals are sad and happy to differentiate other emotions  . However, support could be given to improve Ella’s emotional development in an educational setting  strategies could be adopted and supported by school and home by working collaboratively. 
 It is paramount when teaching, to reflect back on theories to enable to understand a child  by using the Bronfenbrenner’s ecological system theory. Bronfenbrenner believed that you cannot get to know an individual’s life course, until we understand the environment in which they are interacting with (Levine and Munsch, 2016). This theory views the interaction between people, community, and school in a child’s life. The closer the circle of people are to the child the greater the impact will be on them. Furthermore, Bronfenbrenner (1994) states the Mesosystem which is the second level, this is where  the first level and the mesosystem would connect. This can  identify connections and relationships  the child would have  with parent and teacher. In addition, Ella’s  teacher and parents would come together and work out a  solution on how they can improve the child’s well-being and set realistic targets to support Ella within her environment. 
 Ella’s profile there is a noticeable pattern where Ella is unable to express her feelings and on times gets irritated. On the profile it identifies  that Ella does not always show respect and care towards others, and does not always like to share. It was observed on bridging placement they used red and green cards so children could recognise their behaviour good or bad if a child was naughty they would be presented with a red card and if good a green. On one occasion the teacher was praising the children by giving them badges for their good behaviour within the day. However, while this was going on there was a child in the background showing signs of negative behaviours  only when the teacher gave  the child a  red card did the child stop using the use of negative behaviours and recognised what she was doing was not a positive action. Bee and Boyd (2104) comments Bandura theory the ‘Bobo doll’ experiment they found that a child  behaviour was learnt through observing others . Furthermore, when a child observed an adult being aggressive towards the object this was then re-enacted when a child was put in a room to engage with toys, the child behaviours observed as  aggression.In Bee and Boyd (2014) emphasises that Skinner agrees that  Bandura believes that behaviour that is punished is less frequent to occur again. Due to these theories and what was witnessed in a placement It is believed by  putting a negative punishment or positive punishment in place for Ella when she does show signs of negative behaviours would be beneficial, due to Ella limited understanding individuals and unable to identify her behaviours . In addition, the use of colour cards might support Ella to help with her understanding with negative and positive behaviours and allowing visual aids to be use to support Ella. 
Piaget cognitive developmental theory emphasises that children ages 2-6 are in their preoperational stage this indicates that during this stage children are focused on their own perceptive.(Piaget, 1928). In the profile it is stated that Ella has deficits within her information processing. However, Oates and Grayson (2004) state that Piaget believes that a child conducts their own learning as an individual and the child is their own author of their understanding. In addition, looking at Piaget (1928) identifies four stages of development it is observed that  Ella is in her preoperational stage this indicated that when in that stage children tend to play together, but it can be see as if they are playing their own game.  In addition,  Holt (1982) suggests that children will learn naturally when they are given the space and freedom to explore their own hobbies and interests with an assortment of resources. Vygotsky (2016) otherwise  believes that a child learns through interaction and being shown. Furthermore,  Vygotsky theory of Zone of proximal development (ZPD) cited in Oates and Grayson (2004) article describes how a teacher can help and guide a child to build on their understanding of a topic by giving them the appropriate tools to build on their cognitive development. In the profile it states Ella is unable to point to and count over ten objects accurately.  Ella’s teacher could support by finding what zone Ella is in within the ZPD theory  of learning,  this will allow the teacher to provide the correct tools and  resources to encourage  Ella to be  successful within her ability to count and support her cognitive development by providing the right resources to learn. Morin (2014) express that if a child lacks in meeting that milestone does not mean their cognitive development is not being met, and is in agreement with Piaget theory  that children will work at their own pace and time to complete a allocated task.  
In a placement settings  a task was set where the children had to describe and write down what they observed in the pictures of dinosaurs. Child A found it hard and did not know how to describe the dinosaur meanwhile child B helped simplify the task and asked child A ‘Do you think the dinosaur is big or small?’. After the task was completed child A understood the task because there was a more knowledgeable other (MKO) to help them,  which did not necessarily have to be a teacher. If  Ella was able to be  paired with an MKO it could help her understand  and make Ella feel included and valued and this could support Ella to increase her cognitive ability.
To conclude, this assignment has established through observation from the teachers, that milestones were not being what's that met from Ella early years development. It was discussed through the assignment that children are unique and learn at different paces, this could be due to many reasons.  This could be  explored by the teachers experiences and looking further into theories behind the developmental issues . It is believed it may be beneficial for education to explore some support from other professionals and further assessments to be undertaken while working co-productively with parents, to establish if Ella would need a provisions for additional learning needs and extra support to allow Ella to meet her educational outcomes.
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