	
	
	



A person is guilty of theft if he dishonestly appropriates property belonging to another with the intention of permanently depriving the other of it; and “thief” and “steal” shall be construed accordingly (Theft Act 1968).
In 2001, the appellant pleaded guilty to a VAT fraud involving fake companies that illegally reclaimed tax on computer sales. He played a leading role in the final stages, causing around £11 million in losses to public funds. The court ordered him to repay £3.26 million under laws designed to stop criminals from keeping profits gained through crime (House of Lords,2008). 
Dishonesty-A person’s taking of another’s property is not dishonest if: (a) they believe they have a legal right to it; (b) they believe the owner would consent if aware; or (c) except as trustee or personal representative, they believe the owner cannot be found with reasonable effort (Theft Act 1968)
Appropriates-Taking on an owner’s rights counts as taking their property, including if someone got it honestly or not and later acts like it’s theirs. But if property is sold or given to someone in good faith, and they later act on the rights they thought they were getting, it is not considered theft, even if the previous owner didn’t have full rights (Theft Act 1968).
· Belonging to another- Property belongs to anyone with possession, control, legal interest, or trust rights, including property held for others or owed after a mistake (Theft Act 1968).
· Intention to Permanently Deprive- A person is considered to intend to permanently deprive someone of property if they treat it as their own to use or dispose of, even temporarily. Borrowing or lending counts if done in a way equivalent to taking. Giving property under a condition they cannot fulfill, without the owner’s consent, also counts as treating it as their own (Theft Act 1968).

Property- Money, items, intangible rights. Land can only be stolen if misused by authorized persons, taken by non-possessors, or taken by tenants. Wild plants/animals aren’t theft unless commercially exploited or already possessed (Theft Act 1968).

	
	
	



