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Introduction to innovation 
As cited by (Government, 2023)Enterprise Troopers gives many children across Wales the opportunity to develop differential entrepreneurial skills. By doing so, these primary school age children are able to develop skills in a fun and interactive way. Allowing them to develop these skills will later become very beneficial for children and young people who are interested in becoming entrepreneurs.
Enterprise Troopers is a Welsh Government initiative, that launched in 2013. This initiative holds an annual national primary school competition in Wales for children and young people. It’s aims are to inspire individuals to learn business skills and foster an entrepreneurial spirit from a young age. The initiative created colourful characters to represent each quality of entrepreneurship: Attitude, Creativity, Relationship and Organisation. The characters worked together to develop great business ideas and were completely bi-lingual so that every child had the opportunity to achieve. Overall, this competition runs as five regional heats and one final, attracting around 380 children, 180 teaching staff and 150 VIP guests each year.  (Anon., 2019)
Entrepreneurship gives children and young people the chance to expand and enhance on their knowledge and understanding. Being a successful entrepreneur requires children to obtain a mixture of knowledge, strategy, discipline, experience and other things that they will need to develop throughout their lifetime. Studying entrepreneurship and ways to innovate can help these young individuals develop new ways to solve problems and gain insights on ways to navigate the path to success from ideation to market adoption. This enables the child to gain the understanding on how to become a successful entrepreneur. (Anon., 2022) 
















How it encourages entrepreneurial mindset and creative thinking 
Enterprise Troopers is an essential part of the primary school curriculum in Wales. A key purpose of every school’s curriculum is to support children and young individuals on becoming enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work. Schools across Wales should provide authentic experiences that foster, develop and evaluate entrepreneurial skills for children. Allowing them to have a creative mindset, to have the values and contribution of creativity and to apply creative thinking to develop creative solutions. This enables learners to develop confidence in their creativity, leadership and collaboration which are fundamental to entrepreneurialism and being innovative within the workplace. Children and young people must have a creative mindset to help and contribute to their entrepreneurial skills. (Government, 2023)
As cited by (University, 2021) Creative thinking is necessary for business problem-solving. This skill enables workers to find opportunities that help improve situations in which finding a solution is difficult. It also helps them see the problems they face from another perspective. As we can see, from this it is important that children develop creative thinking skills from a young age. This will help encourage them throughout their entrepreneurial experience and will allow them to apply creative thinking to develop solutions.
Creativity is a crucial skill for an entrepreneur, it helps in devising interesting processes and products. Creativity is very crucial and has a huge impact on entrepreneurs. Creativity is important because it is an optimal utilisation of employee potential, it has competitive advantage, leads to product development, and developing new ideas.
It should also be noted that creative thinking is not the only attribute needed to be a successful entrepreneur. Some other areas pointed out by researchers include Interpersonal skills, personal traits, practical skills, critical thinking, and so forth. Research shows that creativity is a must have skill in an entrepreneur. Creativity allows individuals to develop products and improve in certain areas. (Admin, 2022) 
According to (Gutman, 2023) innovation is about successfully implementing a new idea or strategy and creating value for your customers and stakeholders. Innovation starts with a new idea. It could be a plan for an improved product or business and could be an updated method for running different operations. Innovation is important for entrepreneurs as it allows a specific company to remain competitive. It can help by transforming your existing business model to adapt to a changing environment and bring new technologies, products or services to the market. There are three different types of innovation, these are incremental innovation, expansive innovation and disrupted innovation. Innovation includes three different stages for it to be successful, the first stage is the design stage, the second is the testing stage and the third is the scaling stage. All of these contribute for the business to be successful.
Ecosystems matter to entrepreneurs because they are affected by an ecosystem, entrepreneur are influenced by the ecosystem through the whole process. The most important element of ecosystem theory for entrepreneurs is learning, it is important for them to learn the correct meaning and value of it and the process behind it. (Spigel, 2020)



How the initiative encourages individuals to think like entrepreneurs 
Enterprise Troopers encourages children and young people to think like entrepreneurs by focusing on the curriculum
The initiative Enterprise Troopers supports four purposes of the curriculum for Wales 2022. The document from (Government, 2015) indicates that every individual who is a part of this initiative will be ambitious and capable learners that will set themselves with high standard goals to achieve and will undertake many challenges. The learners will also apply any addition knowledge in different contexts and will be able to communicate effectively with other individuals in both Welsh and English. Children are also able to use numbers correctly and effectively and apply mathematical concepts. Children and young people will also be able to use technology and apply their knowledge by finding and analysing information. This concept links with The Foundation Phase.
This initiative also allows children to become enterprising and creative contributors. These individuals will be able to apply their knowledge and understanding on the subject to create ideas and products, they will also be able to solve problems and seek many opportunities. Children will become more likely to take risks and challenges and play different roles when it comes to teamwork and responsibility.
Another outlined purpose within this government document is that children will be ethical informed citizens. These individuals will be able to find evaluate and use suitable evidence, have an engagement with contemporary issues, have an understanding of their human rights and democratic responsibilities. They will also have an understanding of the impact on their actions and choices. Children who attend and are a part of this initiative also are knowledgeable with regards to their culture, community, society, and the world around them. They respect the needs and rights of other individuals ensuring a diverse society and are committed to the sustainability of our planet.
The fourth and final concept that children will achieve within the curriculum is being healthy and confident individuals. Children are developing their and building their mental and emotional well-being, apply knowledge regarding a healthy lifestyle and its impact, include themselves in physical activity, form positive relationships with other based on the form of trust and respect, face challenges and overcome them when needed and to be independent individuals.  
Based on this, it is obligatory that The Foundation Phase is linked. As shown in the Foundation Phase Framework (2015) (Governemnt, 2015) all of the initiative’s outcomes are linked within: - 
· Personal and Social Development, Well-being and Cultural Diversity Area of Learning
· Language, Literacy and Communication Skills Area of Learning Area of Learning Mathematical Development Area of Learning
· Welsh Language Development Area of Learning
· Knowledge and Understanding of the World Area of Learning
· Physical Development Area of Learning 
· Creative Development Area of Learning 




Resources 
From researching (Government, 2023)I am aware of the resources used for children aged 3-7. Children are able to explain each objective of the resource used. Here is a tabled used within this document on the resources and objectives for children who are participating in this initiative. 
	Resources 
	Objective 

	1. What’s going on locally 
	To provide an opportunity for children to research the ranges of jobs in their area and understand the work people do. 

	2. What could we do 
	To generate ideas for an enterprise project.

	3. Who shall we speak to 
	To enable pupils to prepare for a visit to school by a representative from a local business.

	4. What did we find out 
	To collect information about a local company or service.

	5. What do people want 
	To carry out simple market research.

	6. What shall we call ourselves 
	To encourage decision making and working with others.

	7. How can we advertise 
	To enable the pupils to create an advertisement for their product or service.

	8. We can make it 
	To develop teamwork by making a product.

	9. How do we deal with customers 
	To develop skills in selling their product or service.

	10. We can sell it 
	To develop skills in selling their product or service.

	11. How we sell it 
	To enable pupils to review the success of their enterprise activity



From this, pupils will be able to describe how they have developed and used their entrepreneurial skills, and why these characteristics are so important. Children will use this table as a form of guidance to help provide them with the correct understanding on how an entrepreneurial mindset works. They will need to be able to answer each question within the table to acknowledge if they are on the current track. The Enterprise Troopers learning activities are designed to complement the work children are already studying and to encourage them to behave in an entrepreneurial way. (Government, 2023)









Transferable skills 
Through participating in this initiative, many skills can be developed. Entrepreneurial skills can encompass a broad range of many different skill sets. These sets vary from technical skills, leadership and business management skills and creative thinking. Because entrepreneurial skills can be applied to many different job roles and industries, developing your entrepreneurial skills is very important.
Many skills can be developed such as business management skills. According to (Herrity, 2022) the most successful entrepreneur will develop this skill according to their role. An individual who has this skill is able to build the ability to multitask, to administer people with responsibilities and to decision make regarding their business. Entrepreneurship often develop teamwork and leadership skills throughout their time participating in Enterprise Troopers. Being an entrepreneur means that you are most likely to participate in different roles across the company. It is important that others rely on you to be a successful teammate and leader if needed. Communicating and listening is also another transparent skill needed, from active listening to discussing being able to communicate effectively is very important. Similar to this, communication is also another way of promoting yourself and the brand or product to other within and outside the company. As an example, effective and clear messages through emails, content marketing, social media and other advertising methods can positively influence how you reach your target market and margins. Entrepreneur must be wary of financial statuses. It is highly recommended that they have great financial skills to accommodate their entrepreneurial aspirations. There are many ways to develop financial skills, contacting a financial planner, reading into financial advice and hiring a financial advisor if necessary. Critical thinking skills is a must, critical thinking skills can be necessary for developing an individual’s overall entrepreneurial skills and understanding. Being able to look at various problems, situations, projects and operations from different perspectives can help in decision-making and problem solving. Critical thinking skills can also be necessary for strategic planning and evaluating the approaches you're using to make changes or improve your business strategies as or when needed. Time management and organisation skills are very important. Entrepreneurs should understand that this is a crucial part in this process. It is important to have enough time and the correct resources to help develop a situation further. Allowing yourself to stay calm without any obstacles and obstructions will be the most beneficial on this journey.
These skills are very beneficial in the long run, while children develop these skills at a young age they will continue to develop throughout their entrepreneurial journey. These skills will continue to develop and will most likely lead to developing new skills as well.  
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