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Public Theology, a term coined by Martin E. Marty, a 92-year-old American Lutheran Scholar to describe the type of theology expounded by German theologian Reinhold Niebuhr. 
Public Theology refers to the engagement and dialogue within the Christian Church; and, beyond the Church, with Society at large on matters of common interest affecting the Common Good, such as poverty, equality, social justice, the environment, in language that is both accessible and understood by the broad stretch of the population. For David Tracy, American Catholic priest and theologian, “public” referred to: society, academia and the church. Harold Breitenberg, American presbyterian minister and theologian, sees Public Theology as an area of theoretical study for theologians focusing on its meaning; an area for discussion on the form and nature Public Theology should take; but also, what he called "constructive public theology”, the practical application of the theory to societal concerns. Although, the well spring of Public Theology is the Christian church it has become, to a limited degree, a focus for other religions too e.g., Judaism and Islam. Public Theology has become, in many instances, interdisciplinary harnessing the disciplines of sociology, economics, the law, to name but three, in order to avail of their expertise, technical language and methodology to give depth, rigour, relevance and credibility to their Public Theology. 
Tensions exist in Public Theology, both within the advocates of “constructive Public Theology” and within Faith groups. The advocates of applied public theology argue that too broad a range of issues are engaged; and as a result, public theology cannot argue its case with either rigour or depth. It lacks the expertise and specialist language of the subject; and its interventions lose credibility as a result. Hence the need for an interdisciplinary approach calling upon the expertise and help of subject specialists. Migrants, for example, are said to be a drain on the NHS, schools and the Welfare State. Harnessing the expertise of the economist and sociologist it can be demonstrated that migrants are net contributors to the economy and GDP. Likewise, illegal immigrants, it is said, are a cost to society; yet it is not understood that illegal immigrants cannot access accommodation, NHS, Welfare easily, if at all, particularly since the inception of the Home Office’s “Hostile Environment Policy”. And likewise, as with legal immigrants, they are net contributors to the economy. Angela Merkel, the German Chancellor, by accepting one million refugees was more than a magnanimous act of mercy; but sound economic sense according to the economist and demographer as, almost at a stroke, an aging population has been changed to one of balance with the youthful refugees, making the increasing number of aged economically sustainable.  People of Faith see public theology as losing its Christian distinctiveness, not being explicitly rooted in Christian tradition. Publicly relevant but is it Christian? For many people of Belief and Faith, Theology and Religious Institutions have no place in the public square but rather should focus on the spiritual growth and nourishment of its members. 
National announcements by Faith leaders, it is often assumed, is the prime way Public theology is done. When such pronouncements are made, they usually grab the headlines in the media, often to the chagrin of the politicians in power. But Religious Leaders often exert power by endeavouring to be at the “top table”; or as in the case of the late Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks a personal confidant of the Prime Minister. However, Public Theology is most often effected at grass roots level by people of Faith, from different religious affiliations. The volunteers are those who participate at local, regional and national level as Borough and County Councillors,SACREs, food banks, sports clubs, choirs, drama groups and so on. These volunteers might not conceptualize themselves as Public Theologians, assuming they have even heard of the term, or that their motives for joining spring from their religious affiliation; but nonetheless their beliefs are projected into public marketplace by virtue of them being there.
Duncan B. Forrester (1933-2016), Scottish theologian and founder of The Centre of Theology and Public Issues (CTPI) at New College, University of Edinburgh; Sebastian Kim, Korean theologian and founder of the “International Journal of Public Theology", together with David Tracy, E. Harold Breitenberg, Martin Marty and Elaine Graham et al are seminal thinkers in the field of Public Theology.
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