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This assignment will discuss the childhood development and will analyse the emergence of childhood with regards to the social and histological construction of the family. An approach to differing socialism, culture and economical factors will be identified as well as how childhood construction was influence by age and gender. Furthermore, the historic construction will be compared with today’s modern views and how this has led to more equality in childhood construction. 

Firstly, childhood is defined as an individual who is under 18 years old unless ‘under the law applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier’ (NSPCC, 2020). Childhood involves a developmental process of firstly infancy, up until puberty and teenage years, yet childhood is reliant in the growth and development (Zimmer-Gembick and Skinner, 2011). This can be argued as those who are in a vulnerable state showing a lack of cognitive development or growth may not longer be defined as a child (WHO, 2012). Rogers (2003) suggests childhood is a hurdle in order to understand the child. Yet, the word ‘child’ is the only uses in different context and can be deinfed to have many meanings.  At the stage of childhood change with age, there are certain milestones, which is an indicator of their development. Milestones are essential for understanding the stage for development and independence such as; being able to feed themselves with a spoon, travelling to school independently, learning to drive and socialising with friends (Slentz, 2017). 


The social construction of childhood aims to understand how childhood knowledge is constructed and offers alternative way to find information about children. The social construction of childhood is approached by different ways including varying concepts of cultures, societies and comparing this to different times in history (Perret-Clermont, Perret and Bell, 1991). James and James (2008) state social construction as a theoretical perspective that explores the reality of everyday like through people’s interactions. It is a way knowledge is developed through social context and social perception, depending on the external environment. Therefore, due to the experiences shaping one through socialism, it is also explained when there is a change in society, there is a change though childhood experiences and development (James and James, 2008). Social construction however, is viewed to be a natural process of development or the norm in society. This is heavily influenced by the stage of gender, race, class, especially with a heavy dependence of the historical, political and economical changes that can leave to the change in social construction (Wright, 2015).


Although social construction is viewed as natural, it can be argued that is not as construction itself relies on social expectations and conforming to the norms, therefore adjusting behavior into what is seemed as socially acceptable (Mackie, 2015). The theory included three main points; knowledge, language and knowledge construction if politically-driven (Vinney, 2019). Firstly, the knowledge of social construction occurs through human relationships, gaining objective thoughts on what is believed to be true. For instance, religions, beliefs and traditions are heavily influenced by human communication. Additionally, language is heavily influence by social construction to abide by rules, through communications which shapes how individuals shape the world, thus language is not simple, more complex meaning it can influence peoples experiences and what they know. And politically-driven knowledge is created within communities and has a political, social and cultural consequence. This is because communities live by a set of standards, rules and values meaning it can create barriers for new members to accept these standards, leading to agnostic relationships between communicates that cannot share the same understanding of social reality (Vinney, 2019). 

It is stated the social environment heavily realizes on the behavior of an individual. There are arguments that other theories such as the biological determinism do instead shape our behavior and character. Biological determinism suggests that biological factors, DNA and traits are inherited exclusively by biological factors, thus social influences does not overall define the childhood experiences (Lickliter and Honeycutt, 2003).

Historical relation can be argued to have caused a recent phenomenon, placing an importance of childhood care and wellbeing. The modern construct of childhood has a special place in society thereby a number of polices, health care providers and the government now has a responsibly to each for children rights and wellbeing (Dixon, 2005). However, during ancient times, children were viewed differently depending on the culture and class of families (PBS.org, 2020). Ancient roman times were heavily focused on the power and richness of family, therefore the cultural differences of childhood upbringing differed.  This is the stem of inequalities within childhood, however it can be argued that the desire to orient the offspring to the needs of society was an innate mammalian characteristic (Dixon, 2005).  Spartan law involved children from birth, leading to the child being inspected by a committee of elders to assess the physical standard of the child. Some newborns where slaughtered or abandoned if the these physical criteria were not met (Lascarides and Hinitz, 2013). Mortality rates where much higher, likely due to a number of factors including limited medical care and hygiene, woman had the choice on if they wanted to keep the baby or not, and the gender of the baby would influence their fate also (Scheidel, 2001). 

The spartans acknowledged childhood development occurred through several stages, from birth to seven years old. Once children reached the age of seven, the boys would be owned by the state property. Marrrow (8) states they would be forced to leave their family to love in boarding schools and pursue their education (Lascarides and Hinitz, 2013). The histological conceptualization involved heavy discipline, firstly providing games and exercises and as the children reached adolescence, there was a focus on military training. However, the female gender was trained to be the mother of the soldiers. The educational for families were subordinated, as females were solely important for baring strong children.  This shows the beginning of both gender inequality and lack of consent. The social aspect was heavily focused on the protective nature and who is fit to protect the culture. Therefore, the life of a child was not valued as much as their physical properties (Lascarides and Hinitz, 2013).

During the early seventeenth and eighteenth century, the rights of children have developed protecting them by legislations. Children where now provided with more maternal belonging anf treatment whereby they were loved, swaddles and breastfed. However Aries  (1962) cited by McDowall (2013) suggested that the concepts of childhood itself did not exist until the mid eighteenth century. Having said that, the practice of coddling did occur in the attempt to constrain children (Pound, 2014). This is supported by James et al (1998) cited by McDowall (2013) who states coddling arise from the prevalence view of children being conceputalised as evil. Yet, with moving times children were considered be on innocence, changing the behavior and social expectations (Mukherji and Dryden, 2014).

By the perception of childhood values increasing, there is a correlation in the reduction of death rates. Over the last two centuries from 1800 to 1950, global child mobility had halved from 43% to 22.5%. Following 1950, mobility of children further declined to 4.5% in 2015, demonstrating the high development in care for children (Roser, Ritchie and Dadonaite, 2020). Having said that, there was controversial social upbringing in terms of childhood around this era. Wright (2015) states this is due to the increase in industrial revolution, initiating child labour. 

Wright (2015) implies children were used in the workforce due to their small frame being able to clean machines, the cost effectiveness and that childhood were dominated but adults. Cunningham (2006) identifies that child labor with long-hour work and harsh disciplines had led to physical damage of children’s bodies and morals due to the lack of education. Later, it became evident that child labour was viewed as slavery and children could not make their own contracts or provided rights to work (Cunningham, 2006). The view of slavery where therefore became negative within the workfield. Britain therefore abolished slavery in 1833, however America continues slavery until 1865. This shows the social difference within different countries showing a conflict in views and change (Johnny, 2006).


As the population in Britain increase and there were evidence of a changes within childhood slavery. Although Britain’s views became more conscious of children and their needs, there was evidence of social divides between the wealthy and poor (Johnny, 2006). This lead to childhood construction differing based on wealth profile, developing a class system. Upper and middle class families had the funds to provide adequate care for their children with employment of nannies, whereas the lower class children were working in chimneys and factory work, leading to them being heavily exploited (Pound, 2014). The health policy and legislation was therefore introduced to prevent poverty and social exploitation of children. This was carried out by integrating age limits and set working hours for children. Additionally, compulsory education was integrated allowing equality for children aiding in better social construction (loc.gov, 2020). 


During the beginning of the second world war, there was an increase development in child education and research of childhood developing theories and philosophies (Mukherji and Dryden, 2014). These theories were carried out by psychoanalytical thinkers including; Freudian theories, that are popular today, mainly due to his belief that childhood development would influence adulthood behaviors.  As Sigmund Freud was admired for his dedicated work as a psychologist, it is no doubt that his theories of childhood upbringing had impacted the way children are treated today (Mcleod, 2018). Furthermore, with the benefit of equalising the education system and overall influence on economy, there has been many healthcare provides that have developed in the overall care for childhood upbringing today. This is a huge benefit to prevent children from being abused, neglect and exploitation. Child Acts and policies unit to sole care for the interest of children today (Wright, 2015). 
However, these guidelines and politics have been implemented due to the development in the socio-economical status of Britain. Developing countries however, are still known to practice child slavery, under aged married, and abandoning infants if they were female because they would not carry the family name (Britt, 2009). This related to the childhood upbringing similar to the roman history carried out centuries ago. Furthermore, although childhood construction is said to be far better than previous times, society in relation to sexism with inequality of woman being paid less and are less likely to have their dream jobs may is still an issue today (Britt, 2009). 


To conclude, the overall definition of childhood can have more than one meaning and definition and is viewed different depending on culture and society. It is essential to recognise the environment does have a heavy impact childhood construction, however it could be argued that biological aspects can also have an impact of the construction of a child. The histological evidence of childhood construction has drastically changed as the views of children have now fit in with how society works today. For instance, during the roman times, parents were focused on the physical properties the child to aid in a strong battlefield. Whereas today, children are protected by laws and policies so that they have to education and cannot be forced into labour. This can be due to extensive researchers such as Sigmund Frued who developed theories of childhood affecting their adulthood. This assignment has also discussed how gender plays a role in childhood as females are often less valued and have little opportunity to education and jobs, some cultures even abandon their infants due to their gender. This shows a huge difference in culture today and highlights what lower socio-economic families still exhibit the same pattern that were once accepted many centuries ago. Thus, who is a child depends upon the social, cultural and economical factors of society.
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