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Police in United Kingdom plays a vital role for prevention of crime and investigating the criminal offence in the society. The aim of this report is to analyse the role of police in investigation, search and detention of an individual who is suspected on reasonable grounds that he has committed the criminal act or is about to commit a crime. For this reason, the report will involve the role of police officer, and also the legal provisions of powers of police for search and detention of an individual. It will also include the obligations of police officer while exercising their powers to not deprive of human rights of any suspected person and comply with the duties considering the human rights law in United Kingdom for each individual. 


[bookmark: _Toc120292687]Issue in the Given Case Study
The legal issue in the given case study is the breach f powers of a police officer that is enshrined in the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1981. From the facts of the case, Olivia has detained a 14-year-old boy because he fitted in the description of an individual who had attacked Steven. He is minor as well as he was detained without sufficient evidence and without and appropriate adult. This raised the legal issue on the duties and powers of the police officer that would be analysed through the legal provisions of Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1981. 
[bookmark: _Toc120292688]Legal Provisions of Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1981	
[bookmark: _Toc120292689]Meaning and role of the Police Officers
A police officer is person whose responsibility is to enforce laws, investigate crime and proceed arrest of the accused. Police Services in United Kingdom are established around two legal entities that are Office of the Constable and the Force of Police (Shiner, et. al., 2018). Police officers irrespective of their rank hold the constable office which grants them the power to detect, investigate and prevent criminal activities. Every police officer is the member of the police force. 
The major duty of the police officer is to protect the public by preventing and detecting the criminal activities. The police have both the common law and legislative power to execute their duties. Considering the duties of the police, they should be subject to the human rights and equality laws. The police officers are individually responsible for using their powers that should be lawful, necessary and proportionate.
[bookmark: _Toc120292690]Powers of the Police under the Police and Criminal Evidence Act
This act governs the power of the police officers regarding investigation, arrest, interrogation, detention and search of premises and taking of samples. This act is established to maintain the balance between the exercising of power of police and the rights of the people in the state. However, the police officers can enforce their powers subject to the code of practice that is enshrined under the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (Jason-Lloyd, 2013). In case the police fail to abide by the code that are framed in the laws of police and criminal evidence act shall be deemed to criminal or civil proceedings against such police officer. 
The police are empowered under this law to stop and search or detain any person who is suspected to commit a crime or has suspicion for committing the crime then such person will be arrested by the police officer under the Police and Criminal Evidence Act.  
[bookmark: _Toc120292691]The Power of Stop and Search
Under section 1 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1981, every police officer has the power that he may detain, stop and search on the basis of reasonable grounds or for suspecting that the person has committed a criminal offence. Being stopped and search does not mean that the person is being arrested. The suspicion of the police officer should be based on two stage test which are- The officer should have formed the genuine suspicion in their own mind that they will find the object (Delsol, 2015). The suspicion that the object that would found will be reasonable. For implying with this test, the police officers should also adhere to the code of practice while exercising the power of stop and search. 
[bookmark: _Toc120292692]The Power of Arrest
Section 24 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act provides that the police officer is empowered to arrest without warrant if- 
· If anyone is about to commit a crime
· Any person is in the act of committing an offence
· Any person who is suspected on reasonable grounds to be about to commit an offence or about to be committing a criminal offence. 
[bookmark: _Toc120292693]Rights of an Arrested Person
According to section 28 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984, an arrested person should be informed of the following information.
· The person is being arrested and are free to leave. 
· Explain the reason that they are being arrested and o free to leave and
· The reason for the arrest 
· If the police officer does not provide this information, then the arrest in such case is unlawful.
If the arrested person is between the age of 10 to 17 years then the parents of such person should be informed immediately and the arrested person should be supported by an appropriate adult (Farmer, 2018). It can also be considered that the appropriate adult according to section 30 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act.  
[bookmark: _Toc120292694]Police Powers in Accordance with Human Rights
Every police officer should exercise his duty in accordance with the provisions of Human Rights. The right to liberty is protected under article 5 of the European Convention on Human Rights. This article protects person from detaining by the police on unreasonable grounds. Article 5 also requires the police to act in a way that is in compliance with the human rights. 
According to the human rights law, the detained person should not be deprived of his basic human rights and he should also attain the support of a solicitor foe his liberty. Therefore, every police officer should perform his duties while considering the human rights of each individual while detaining on reasonable grounds. 
[bookmark: _Toc120292695]Application of Law in the Given Scenario
According to the provisions observed of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act, it can be implied that Olivia has detained Lewis on reasonable grounds because the description of the individual has matched with the identity of Lewis that Steven has provided on his attack. During the arrest of Lewis, Olivia has performed her duties lawfully subject to the provisions of the police and criminal evidence act by informing Lewis about the reason for his detention and took him to the police station (Dryburgh v. Galt [1981]). It can also be observed that Olivia has exercised her powers and detained Lewis to prevent the vulnerable person Steven who is at risk of getting attacked. 
Olivia while investigating the crime has received the description of the person who has attacked Steven that was familiar with Lewis and on this reasonable ground, Olivia arrested Lewis and put handcuffs and took in the custody of police by detaining him. 
While performing all the duties and powers lawfully, Olivia has not provided the support of appropriate adult with Lewis as he is 14 years old and it is legally obliged that police officer should take an appropriate adult with the person who is detained between the age of 10 to 17 years. Olivia did not inform any appropriate adult to come with Lewis in the police custody and involve in the interrogation of Lewis. This caused her to act arbitrary and did not let any adult to take with him. This could have held Olivia liable for unlawful detention that she did against Lewis. Olivia has also not informed the parents of Lewis that also result in her arbitrary act and violated the human right of Lewis by depriving him from right to liberty (Copland v. McPherson [1970]). This has caused the violation of his human rights under article 5 of European Convention on Human Rights Act. 
 This unlawful detention by Olivia has made her liable under the civil or criminal proceedings and also for violation of human rights law that should be considered while exercising the powers of police officer under the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1981. 


[bookmark: _Toc120292696]Conclusion
From the observations of police and criminal evidence act, it can be implied that police have the powers to prevent and investigate crime in the society. They are responsible to protect the people and maintain order in the society. It is also concluded from the case study that police officer should adhere with the code of conduct that are mention in the legislation of police and criminal evidence act. It has also provided that police officers cannot act arbitrary and violate the principle of law rather than to work while considering the rights of the suspected person who is being stopped searched and detained by the police and took in the custody for further investigation. Therefore, it is necessary to consider the legal obligations while exercising the duties of a police officer in United Kingdom. 
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