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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

For the purposes of confidentiality, the Local Authority I work within will be identified as Local Authority X. I am based within Children Services; and so, this task will focus on adults safeguarding.

The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBWA)(2014) places responsibilities on Local Authorities in Wales, Health Boards, and Welsh Ministers to promote the well-being of children, adults, and carers. The SSWBA (2014) aims to improve the support individuals receive and to empower them with greater voice and control over their lives and the services they access. According to Section 137 of the SSWBWA 2014, an adult is defined as anyone aged 18 years or older. Part 7, section 136 of the SSWBWA (2014) focuses on safeguarding adults who may be at risk. It defines an "adult at risk" as someone who is experiencing, or is at risk of, abuse or neglect and who also has care and support needs. Under this section, local authorities are required to make inquiries to establish whether an individual meets this definition and to determine whether any action is necessary to protect them.

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures were launched on 11 November 2019. (WSP, 2019) They replaced earlier guidance: the All-Wales Child Protection Procedures and the Wales Interim Policy and Procedures for the Protection of Vulnerable Adults from Abuse. The procedures translate the legal requirements, primarily the SSWBWA (2014) into practice. They aim to ensure consistency in how safeguarding is done across Wales so that adults at risk receive similar protection regardless of region. They enshrine a set of safeguarding principles, including Person centred practice: the adult at risk is involved in decisions to the extent possible. Advocacy and communication are emphasised: ensuring the adult’s voice, views, and rights are central. Prevention, early help and timely response. WSP (2019)

CWMPAS is the Regional Safeguarding Adults Board for Mid & West Wales. The CWMPAS Regional Adult Safeguarding Threshold Guidance is an essential resource for professionals working across Mid and West Wales. It offers a structured framework to help determine when safeguarding concerns should be referred to the Local Authority and how those concerns should be managed. The guidance promotes a consistent, proportionate, and appropriate multi-agency response to suspected or actual abuse, neglect, or risk thereof. While it does not provide an exhaustive list of scenarios, it is intended to support rather than replace professional judgment, helping practitioners make informed and defensible decisions. CWMPAS (2018)

Part 3, Section 19 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBWA), details how all Local Authorities have a legal duty to assess the care and support needs of an adult. This includes gathering the adult’s views, wishes, and feelings about their circumstances and evaluating their support requirements. Part 3 s19 SSWB(W)A 2014, the local authority has a duty to assess where there is a need for care and support, so the individual has the right to request an assessment if they feel they have the need for care and support. (SSWBA,2019) Adults have the right to refuse such assessments unless they lack the capacity to make decisions for themselves, in which case an authorised person, such as someone holding a Lasting Power of Attorney may make decisions on their behalf. 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

When considering the differences between Adult and Children’s safeguarding, Consent is a clear difference. Part 5, Section 47 of the Children Act (1989) outlines the law relating to the local authority’s duty to investigate should they have reasonable cause to suspect that a child who lives, or is found, in their area is suffering, or is likely to suffer, significant harm. As a social worker for children’s services when identified, we are required to undertake a S47 investigation, without prior consent from parents or persons with parental responsibility for the child based on the safeguarding Laws in Wales as set out in the CA (1989) and the SSWBA (2014). As part of best practice consent is usually gained, however this decision is always made based on any risks, the safety of, and best interests of the child.  
Adults are not required to partake in any assessment, even if there is an identified safeguarding concern, they are able to refuse any service offered. This is based on no concerns being raised regarding their capacity to make safe choices and not presenting a risk of harm to others. Adults are considered able to make informed decisions for themselves, unless assessed as otherwise. (MCA,2005) This links to social workers duties as set out within (WSP,2019)

Another factor when thinking about adult and children’s safeguarding is capacity. Within adult services, the Mental Capacity Act 2005 (MCA,2005) framework is used to assess whether an adult has the capacity to make decisions. The MCA, 2025 is guided by five key principles: always assume capacity unless proven otherwise, support individuals to make their own decisions, respect the right to make unwise decisions, ensure decisions are made in the person’s best interests, and choose the least restrictive option when making decisions on their behalf.
Unlike adult services, these formal capacity assessments are not typically conducted in children’s services. Previously, mental capacity assessments applied only to those aged 18 and over, but this has now been lowered to include individuals aged 16 and 17. (MCA, 2025). 
Although the MCA 2005 does not apply to those under 16, practitioners use alternative frameworks such as Gillick competence and Fraser guidelines. This helps assess whether a child is mature enough to make their own decisions and understand the potential consequences (NSPCC, 2022). The CA (1989) deems under 18’s children and so in need of protection, overriding MCA 2005 16-17 definition.
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