Polly and Mohammed have been together for 10 years. Polly has Schizophrenia. During a social event at their local pub, Polly becomes paranoid and notices Mohammed flirting with the bar lady, Roxanne. Polly is upset by what she has seen so walks up to Roxanne, calls her a “bitch” and gestures her middle finger at her. Polly is asked to leave the pub.
When outside Polly notices Roxanne's moped and using a broken glass in the carpark, severs the brake cables. She then walks home, and Mohammed eventually follows. He is annoyed and embarrassed of the scene Polly caused in the local pub.
When Polly and Mohammed are inside the house, Polly accuses Mohammed of fancying Roxanne. Mohammed reassures Polly that this is not the case, but Polly gets increasingly angry and continues to question Mohammed about Roxanne, insinuating that Mohammed finds her more attractive than Polly. Mohammed eventually snaps and shouts “Yes, I'm having an affair with Roxanne and have been for the past 9 months, I love Roxanne and we are going to be together”. Polly bursts into tears, turns away and notices a glass ashtray which she picks up and smashes Mohammed over the head with. Mohammed dies instantly from the head injury.
Discuss the offences committed and any defences that may be considered.

Firstly, Polly's actions in the pub, calling Roxanne a "bitch" and gesturing her middle finger, could potentially amount to the offence of public disorder under the Public Order Act 1986. This offence is committed when a person uses threatening, abusive or insulting words or behaviour with the intention to cause someone else to believe that violence will be used against them or to provoke violence. Polly's actions could be interpreted as threatening or abusive and intended to provoke a reaction from Roxanne.
Secondly, Polly's deliberate severing of the brake cables on Roxanne's moped constitutes the criminal offence of criminal damage under the Criminal Damage Act 1971. This offence is committed when a person destroys or damages property belonging to another person without lawful excuse. Polly had no lawful excuse for her actions and her conduct was intentional and deliberate.
Lastly, Polly's attack on Mohammed with a glass ashtray constitutes the offence of murder under the Homicide Act 1957. This offence is committed when a person unlawfully kills another person with the intention to kill or cause grievous bodily harm. Polly's actions were deliberate and she used a weapon to cause fatal injuries to Mohammed.
As for defences, Polly may argue that her actions were a result of her mental illness and that she lacked the necessary intention to commit the offences. However, this argument may not succeed as Polly's actions were planned and deliberate. Additionally, she may argue that Mohammed's affair with Roxanne was a sudden and provocative event that caused her to lose control, which may lead to a partial defence of diminished responsibility under the Homicide Act 1957. However, this argument may also be difficult to establish as Polly had a history of paranoid behaviour and her attack on Mohammed was premeditated.




