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Introduction 

This dissertation has been decided to be based on the topic that is police powers. This topic has been chosen due to the fact that there are controversies and sub-topics that can be discussed. The topics surrounding police powers can be interesting to critically evaluate due to the nature being the fact that every action a police officer takes uses a power of authority. There are many facts and figures that can be shown during this dissertation that contribute to the arguments that the public have known to have specifically with police powers. This dissertation will range from definitive facts such as legislation, history and general statistics but also include opinions gathered from members of the public as it is important to compare the differences specifically the public can have regarding the topic. This topic is worth basing the dissertation on because there are many different aspects to police powers and the question that will be discussed narrows down the topic to find the crucial points of discussion. 
A specific question has to be critically evaluated during this dissertation in order to understand the topic in more detail, the question that will be focused on will be whether the police have too much or too little power. This question is seen to be beneficial in understanding police powers as it is a question that involves information that can be found from numerous types of sources. It is a question that members of the public can share opinions on and a question that includes definitive facts and also historical events that contribute to critically evaluating police powers. This question can allow this dissertation to include different aspects of the police powers and ultimately give arguments for and against the question at hand. This dissertation will include extensive information regarding different kinds of police powers, ‘Stop and search is a particularly controversial police power’ (Brown, 2021) and topics surrounding controversy can also be beneficial to discuss. The difference between the police having too much or too little power is very distinguishable as they can be seen as two different extremes when it comes to policing. One half can be acts that the police do not need to do, as well as the power used is unnecessary in certain circumstances rather than circumstances where the police are unable to act accordingly due to the powers available to them. This type of information is more beneficial after the event has happened due to the ability to review and evaluate what the police did or could have done, this is what argues the question this dissertation will be discussing. 
To best understand the topics surrounding police powers, it is beneficial to set aims and objectives as a plan towards critically evaluating police powers. The main aim for this dissertation would be to critically evaluate a number of sub-topics as a path to greater understanding police powers, which will later give valuable information to answering the research question at hand. 
The first objective would be to ultimately explain in clear detail the origins behind police powers, this objective will shape the topic to better understand the question as it gives the opportunity to compare and contrast what police powers were and how they have evolved over time. It is important to discuss this due to the fact that historical events can cause governments to increase or decrease police powers as a result of past positive and negative impacts of the past events. It is also important within most contexts that relate specifically to police powers to discuss the history behind the topic to better evaluate what has worked against what has not and how that has impacted decisions to give the police more powers or less which directly links with this research question. This dissertation will also include the history of the police force as a whole to give more depth to how police powers evolved with the growing forces, general history will include facts such as ‘by 1851 there were around 13,000 police in England and Wales’ (UK Parliament, n.d.).
The next objective that will need to be addressed in order to critically evaluate the topic is all based around corruption as the powers the police have can allow certain individuals to abuse those powers. This is beneficial to discuss as the topics surrounding police powers can involve what happens when police choose to use their powers incorrectly and this will contribute to answering the question at hand. Police corruption is an extremely wide topic to discuss, this means that this dissertation will specifically select aspects of police corruption that are connected to powers and how they are used. Most cases of lack of using police powers or simply abusing can be narrowed down to corruption but it is important to define the difference between choosing not to act and definitively not being able to act. 
The final objective that has to be achieved in order to understand this topic is to understand the public opinions on the matter, specifically how the media portray the police to be and how they portray the use of police powers. The media can be useful as they are ultimately how the public get their knowledge on specific topics and they can also evaluate acts related to the topic such as what the police were unable to do due to lack of legal powers. This is as well as the negative side which must be stated, such as what the police could have done in certain cases. This objective can link substantially with the previous objective as the media do also inform the public of corruption within the police force. 
This dissertation will gather its information through academically reliable sources as a way to understand what is already known about police powers. Later on, this dissertation will be gathering up to date information about what the publics’ views on the topic are, a questionnaire will be used to find this style of information as it is vitally important to understand the differences between what the public believe and what is definitive and factual. The questionnaire will allow this dissertation to critically evaluate police powers, as well as showing progression in answering the question. 
















Literature review
The first thing to critically evaluate would be the historical side of police powers, The Metropolitan Police were brought into place by Sir Robert Peel in 1829 and were specifically made ‘to serve and protect the people of London’ (Met Police, 2023). It is known that in 1829 policing had a much simpler way of operating as they were to simply tackle crime and protect others. At that time rules and regulations for the Police were far different as through time acts were put into place to better the ways of policing. At this point, it is evident that the police had the standard powers that the public are aware of such as the power of arrest, this had to be one of the first powers introduced purely in order to remove people from causing harm to others. 
It is important to start with the first professional police force that was formed in the UK to understand what exactly they were introduced to do and what legally they were allowed to do. In 1749 a man named Henry Fielding ‘founded the Bow Street Runners, a paid police force with the intention of preventing and fighting crime’ (Brain, 2018). The main powers that the Bow Street Runners were made to use was those that helped with ‘investigating crime, tracking and arresting offenders’ (Beattie, 2012). These were the priorities that they lived by, though legislation was far different to what it is now. It was more lenient in the times around 1749 and as long as the Bow Street Runners were upholding these priorities and protecting people then their job was seen as a success. Since this was the very early days of policing, the powers the related authorities had were to fit with that time. To expand further laws, punishments and the general aspects of policing were different in the 1700s and the 1800s. Though they were not officially seen as Policemen as that image came into the 18th century. ‘By the late eighteenth century the Bow Street Runners, as they came to be called, were essentially full-time policemen who served for many years’ (LondonLives, 2018). 
As policing had its foundation, a man named Sir Robert Peel formed the Metropolitan Police which are still active to this day. In 1829, Robert Peel felt that London was a dangerous place for the public as crime was at a substantial rate, he brought about the Metropolitan Police in order ‘to serve and protect the people of London’ (Metropolitan Police, 2020). Once the Metropolitan Police had started off, it propelled policing to something the public had never seen before, it tackled crime as best they could and brought London to be known as a much safer place for its people. ‘By 1851 there were around 13,000 police in England and Wales, although existing legislation did not compel local authorities to establish local forces’ (UK Parliament, 2023). It was in 1829 where the most significance to policing is evident as it is seen as the stepping stone to modern day policing. ‘He became known as the “Father of Modern Policing”, and his commissioners established a list of policing principles’ (LEAP, 2017.) which is still used to this day as the principles were seen as very effective and urgently required even today. 
Once the Metropolitan Police were found to be successful, in 1839 police constabularies were able to be established and specific areas were allowed to have their own force to carry out the same mission as the Metropolitan Police set out to do. Local constabularies were put into place to protect wider areas of the UK rather than just London which was seen as a beneficial step into the modern world of policing and has also proven to be beneficial due to the reduction of crime and less for solely the Met to handle. Although the Police act 1946 brought these smaller local areas to merge into county constabularies in order to find greater efficiency.
 The next major historical event for the police force was the introduction of the Police and Criminal Evidence act in 1984. PACE was brought into place in order to ‘unify police powers under one code of practise and to carefully balance the rights of the individual against the powers of the police’ (Murphy, 2017). It is still effectively used to this day which has thus far proven to be an act which was beneficial. It establishes what exactly police officers are allowed to do under certain circumstances and how they are to respond to events taking place. Police officers use certain powers to fit the situation and use it in good faith under the police and criminal evidence act. PACE is essentially the heart of what this dissertation is based on as it is all surrounding the topics of powers, specifically ‘PACE sets out to strike the right balance between the powers of the police and the rights and freedoms of the public. Maintaining that balance is a central element of PACE’ (Home Office, 2013). As far as history goes PACE is one of the consistencies that followed the discussed events as it has proven to have minimal flaws. There is almost a guarantee that policing will change and evolve for years to come as acts and legislations will eventually become outdated but given the fact that PACE was introduced 39 years ago and is still used today shows the effectiveness of the act. Generally, there are minor changes that specific forces use but still a requirement to follow PACE, making changes is always important not just in a policing context but any workforce due to the changing world today. It is found that ‘change is more likely to be lasting when the workforce has a sense of ownership in the decisions made and the solutions implemented’ (PWC, 2020).
‘Police corruption covers a range of unacceptable behaviour by officers or police staff’ (Staffordshire Police, n.d.). Corruption is a topic which links police powers due to the nature being that there is a usually a disregard for the appropriate powers used. When it comes to police powers, it is specifically when an individual uses powers which have no necessity to be used in the situation, also when the appropriate powers have not been used due to lack of care and recklessness a corrupt officer can have. It can be found within officers who have strategies as to not get caught misusing powers, although precautions such as body-worn video were introduced and were found to be beneficial due to every act an officer takes during a situation would be recorded and could be later reviewed for further investigation.
One thing that has been done in light of the rates of corruption within police forces, an idea was founded by the Metropolitan police that a hotline would be put into place in order to help those that have been victimised due to police corruption and to ensure that any information that can help with finding those in the police who are corrupt are found. It was established as a way for people to report officers who treated them in ways that are against the laws that officers are legally obliged to follow. According to the Metropolitan police it was ‘established to collect information about employees of the Met who are corrupt and committing serious crimes or causing harm to others’ (Metropolitan Police, 2022). 
It was also found that as a form of way lowering the rates of police corruption and finding officers who are corrupt on the force, according to the IOPC ‘Police forces must refer allegations of serious corruption to us. We then assess whether it is appropriate for us to carry out an investigation.’ (IOPC, 2022). The IOPC are the organisation that carry further investigations which further aim to discover whether a specific individual should be removed from their duties due to their acts of corruption. When there is an evident occurrence of improper exercise of powers then it must be investigated further to prevent the risks from reoccurring. When a situation such as this occurs, it is predicted that it is likely a genuine error made by an officer although usually if acts as such do reoccur then the likelihood of corruption is higher. 
It is stated in the New Offence of Police Corruption that ‘Clause 25 makes it an offence for a police officer to exercise the powers and privileges of a constable in a way which is corrupt or otherwise improper’ (Home Office, 2014). This piece of legislation made it official and announced to every officer that misuses of police powers would be considered as against the law and that they would be dealt with accordingly. The Home Office saw it fit that an official piece of legislation had to be announced to show that acts of corruption would not be tolerated. Although 2014 may seem recent for the legislation to be introduced, it is still beneficial to make it an offence to be using powers irregularly and in a way of corruption. ‘The policy intent is to send a clear message that police corruption is a serious matter and will be severely punished’ (Home Office, 2014).
It is widely known that corruption is bound to be found to different extents between different forces, it was specifically found that ‘corruption occurs in almost every force at some time’ and that ‘it can be a near permanent feature while it can also reoccur either cyclically or episodically’ (Newburn, 1999). It has always been hoped that records and statistics for corruption would be as little as possible, though it was also found that 'forces recorded a total of 34,103 complaint cases in 2016/17' (IPCC, 2017). This fact is an unfortunate truth and proves that corruption is far from being extinguished. Though the recorded number of complaint cases is relating to all sorts of acts of corruption rather than misuse of police powers, however, acts of corruption relating to how powers are used are included within this figure. To discuss this point further, a recent founding of statistics shows that ‘in the year ending 31 March 2022, 48,979 police complaints cases involving police officers and 8,125 involving police staff were finalised’ (Home Office, 2023).
The media are seen as the main gatherer of information for the general public to access due to the ease of accession. The use of media is in almost every digital device used in the modern day and news and information regarding the police is spread regardless of whether the information is beneficial or negative. It is common knowledge that the news in particular are centrally based in the negatives happening in the world and it is an occurrence that the topics regarding policing are involved from time to time. Though it is crucially important for the public to be aware of what they are reading is legitimate and that the specific organisation shows no bias in showing police forces in negative lights. It is vitally important due to the fact that ‘The policing model in the UK relies on the public’s consent and trust’ (Mynenko; Ditcham, 2022) and what this also means is that the current policing model will not function effectively if the public opinion and trust is in a negative figure. 
‘This portrayal of policing as casually corrupt is an insult to serving officers’ (House, 2021). What Sir Stephen House means to discuss with this statement is that the way the media show how modern day policing is done is insulting officers due to the light that the force is being shown in. Specifically, the work done by Simon Jenkins in an article which showed the Metropolitan Polices’ ‘history of corruption’ (Jenkins, 2021) is what sparked House to respond to these claims. The officers working on the force are given a false reputation and their work is known to them as diminished, this information is what a percentage of the UK read and also paints a false image of the police which shows that the current policing model cannot function well due to a portion of the public naturally being against them.
The College of Policing specifically states that ‘a successful working relationship between the police service and the media is vital’ (College of Policing, 2017). They use the media to positively impact the communities by gaining contact with the public and using any beneficial information in order to solve crimes and make the public aware of what the police are currently investigating and what they can do to help. Though the police are allowed to contribute to adding to the media as they ‘may be approached to write articles, blogs or undertake interviews on policing issues for newspapers and magazines, broadcasters or online publishers and social media content providers’ (Met Police, 2021). This shows that the police are able to resolve any online issues and show the positives to policing to the public. The media are what is responsible for displaying to the public any disservices done by officers, ‘when miscarriages of justice occur, the media report it’ (Guffey, 1992), although ‘the police need the media to improve their image within the community’ (Guffey, 1992).
With the introduction of social media in policing contexts, it was found ‘to have given the Met more control than ever before over the flow of policing news’ (Colbran, 2022). The Met were allowed control of what exactly is given out to the public and whether what they give is legitimate and a reliable way of benefiting the service. This was beneficial for the police force on a broader scale due to what was being publicised was specifically intended for the public to see and limited the instances of misunderstandings. 
Stop and search is a topic that allows further discussion within police powers and the media. Stop and search ‘is the focus of intense debate in the media and by politicians, often sparked by visceral accounts of stops which have been filmed and shared on social media’ (Crest, 2022). Within the topic of corruption, the fact that stop and searches are filmed is beneficial due to the documentation of how it is conducted and whether powers have been appropriately or not. The media do intend to make a point out of displaying the misuse of powers and also showing the public what the police could have or should have done given the powers to act accordingly. It can display the facts that the police were unable to do certain things due to the lack of powers, but also document the unnecessary use of those powers which further contributes to the debate of if the police need more powers or have too many.  
Methodology 
Upon the discussion of the topics surrounding police powers, and the different facts which contribute to answering the question, the motivation behind the methodology is to find the best ways to find research which will further critically evaluate the topic. This chapter will be discussing the research methods and why each method is beneficial to answer the question, it will be discovering who created each method of research and how this will compare to others, clearly demonstrating the advantages. 
Research Onion
The research onion is a strategy that displays all the different elements that is conducted in ones’ research. The reason it is called research onion is due to the fact that an onion has layers, and this was found to be a relatable subject in which to name a form of research after, the fact that this form of research has many layers is what compares to an onion. According to Saunders et al in 2019, it is a framework that is divided into sections. 
Research Philosophy
The research philosophy can be seen as the point of view of the research method, this research philosophy will follow the positivism method of research. The positivism method means that knowledge can be obtained specifically through measurements and observations of set methods. Positivism has been chosen as a questionnaire is the chosen research method and a questionnaire will give the researcher statistics to learn. It is mostly used with numerical statistics, though this type of knowledge will be beneficial to the researcher, the answers and opinions given by the participants will mutually benefit the researcher in given different types of data. Positivism follows the quantitative side of the research rather than qualitative, although both sides of data will be studied to gain knowledge. Although the researcher will not be limited to following the positivism approach, the pragmatic form of research is also beneficial due to the balance between quantitative and qualitative. According to Allemang and Sitter ‘Pragmatism as a paradigm is based upon the premise of utilizing the best methods to investigate real‐world problems, allowing for the use of multiple sources of data and knowledge to answer research questions’ (Allemang; Sitter, 2021).
Research Approach
Since the type of research philosophy has been chosen, it is valid to follow the inductive research approach, this is due to the similar nature being that they study the statistics and any patterns and then later form a theory or observation regarding what has been discovered. According to the University of Warwick (2016) ‘it allows flexibility, attends closely to context and supports the generation of new theory’. This research approach will allow the researcher to observe the consistencies and inconsistencies and allow any patterns to be established as well as a conclusion to the similarities and differences with the questions answered. 
Methodological Choice
The methodological choice is all based around whether the research will consist of either quantitative or qualitative data, the difference being that quantitative displays a large amount of data rather than qualitative focusing more on less data but more informative data. There are advantages and disadvantages to each but for the research that will be conducted will be a combination of the two. This is important as it shows that many forms of research can be found while also concentrating on gaining beneficial knowledge from each. Though slighter focus on quality would be more beneficial in a research context due to the objectives of the research. According to the National University ‘both share the primary aim of knowledge acquisition, quantitative research is numeric and objective’ whereas ‘qualitative research is concerned with subjective phenomena that can’t be numerically measured’ (N.U, 2023). 
Research Strategy
The research strategy that has been chosen to be developed is an online questionnaire for members of the general public to answer. This will give a mix of qualitative and quantitative data and will benefit the goal of researching police powers. An advantage of using an online questionnaire is that it will give many responses as technology has advanced and is still used in everyday life by the general public. It will allow the public to give their answers with simplicity and ease, the ONS states that ‘for the period April 2020 to March 2021 90% of private households in the UK had a home computer and 93% of households had access to a mobile telephone’ (ONS, 2022). The data that will be received from using this strategy will enable the researcher to further understand this topic and allow further critical evaluation of the subjects surrounding the topic of police powers. 
Time Horizon
The time horizon is the frame of time that the research methods would have to be completed by. To make this relevant, the questionnaire will ideally be running for a time frame that allows a reasonable number of responses to be collected. The researcher hopes to collect responses as soon as possible which is speculated to last around a week. There may be a point where there are too many responses, from that point the researcher will close the questionnaire early as the objective has been completed and anything else is unnecessary. 
Techniques for Data Collection, Processes and Analysis
Due to the nature of the primary research that will be collected, using a questionnaire to gather information will allow the researcher to collect a mixture of quantitative and qualitative data. With a questionnaire the opportunity is opened that there can be different styles of questions, such as simple multiple choice questions and others where the participants can explain more such as opinions and experiences. With the questionnaire being only accessible online it allows the researcher to gather information to a more specific scale. The researcher can find out specific statistics of specific answers for each question and can analyse the statistics to see any patterns which will help the researcher further in answering the research question.
Sampling
The sampling for this research method will primarily be members of the general public who know the researcher and are willing on their own behalf to answer questions they wish to. The sampling will ultimately not be able to be for an entire population of interest due to the difficulty to reach that many people, though as long as a valid number of respondents are found then the researcher can discover further information regarding the research question. 
Reliability and Validity 
Reliability within this context is important due to the information received will need to be information that can be trusted to further evaluate the research topic. According to the organisation known as Sago ‘reliability in research is like the accuracy and consistency of a medical test’ (Sago, 2023). What is meant by this is that a medical test for example, it is vital that every detail and variable involved must be accurate and that the data received should be data that can be trusted. The example means that the research should be as accurate and as consistent as a medical test, showing the care and risk that the two share. Validity within this context is also vitally essential, validity in research is defined as being that the data gathered must be able to assist in answering the researchers’ question. If the research received has no relevance to the research topic or question, then the research shows no validity thus being useless to the researcher. Cobern and Adams give a specific example of how validity is important in a research context, they explain that ‘if you give students a set of questions having to do with their interest in science and they consistently respond about their interests in art, there is a problem’ (Cobern; Adams, 2020). 
Limitations
The limitations of this research method is that because the questionnaire is given to the general public, the audience may not be people who can give as much information as initially intended. It would be ideal for the questionnaire to gather information from people of all backgrounds and different kinds of careers for example. An example of this could be that an ex police officer would be able to have more knowledge to give about a PACE topic than potentially someone who has had no interaction or very little knowledge about the police force and how they operate. 
Another potential limitation would be the time frame that the questionnaire was available for, this can cause a low number of responses which give the researcher very little to discuss and ultimately discover about the research question. 
Another drawback could be that due to the questionnaire being only available digitally, the number of people who can answer the questionnaire is decreased. This fact is because not everyone uses digital platforms, much less how to answer the questionnaire using electronics such as the older generation. As according to the ONS, ‘almost all adults aged 16 to 44 years in the UK were recent internet users (99%), compared with 54% of adults aged 75 years and over’ (ONS, 2021).












Analysis 
The purpose of this chapter is to find specific research that is very much up to date and solely created by the researcher. The survey used to collect data was made with Microsoft Forms, this was to allow participants to use a familiar website in order for them to complete the questionnaire with as much ease as possible. The survey included a total of 12 questions and ultimately gained a total of 19 responses to allow for different perspectives on similar topics of discussion. The researcher ensured that the questionnaire had a brief statement including how long the questionnaire is expected to take and if any participants did not want to answer any questions, they had no obligation to. The researcher also ensured that every individual’s participation was confidential and completely anonymous even to the researcher. 
The first question which had to be added was whether the participants consented or not with completing the survey, this question was included to ensure that this survey was not unethical. Fortunately, all 19 participants did consent to completing the survey which meant that the researcher was able to collect answers and data. 
[image: ]
The second question was created in order to know the gender of the participants as this question was necessary as it may or may not show similarities between answers and responses. The survey needed to include this question as it determines whether people of different genders generally have different view through different experiences in the past potentially. It was found that out of the 19 participants, 12 of them were men and 7 of the participants were women, the ratio has no further insight but always worth adding in questionnaires. 
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The third question was also question which was not related to the researchers’ topics but one which displays the differences people can show depending on age. It was found that 10 of the participants were between the ages of 18-24, 3 participants were between the ages of 25-34, only 1 person was between 35-44, 2 participants were between 45-54, also 1 person for the 55-64 range and finally 2 participants were 65 and above. This question does benefit the researcher as it can assist in comparing and contrasting answers and opinions received. 
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The fourth question in this research project was whether the participants believed that the police had too many powers or too little, this question heavily relates to this dissertation as it was important to the researcher to continue to link answers in order to find data and come to a conclusion. It was found that the majority of the results were in the unsure category as well as the just the right amount category, both of the potential answers had a total of 6 responses which shows that they simply are not too aware of everything surrounding the topic. The other 6 responses show that people believe that the number of powers the police have are enough and that if they swayed either way then the police and the general public would be negatively affected. Although 5 people chose the option which shows that the police do not have enough powers which gives a lot of data to the researcher towards coming to a conclusion to the topic. It was found that only 2 people believe that the police have too many powers which is a low amount and is definitely a minority compared to the other responses. 
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The fifth question which was very beneficial to the researcher to add was for the participant to kindly state their reasons behind their answers. This was important as they highly relate to the research question and was guaranteed to give the researcher a substantial amount of input in concluding the topic. This question was text based rather than multiple choice which allowed for potentially detailed answers. The researcher found that the people who were unsure in the previous question, answered with sentences such as ‘Don’t know much about police and how their use their powers’, other answers with the unsure option previous answered with similar sentences just minor changes but concluded with not knowing much about the topic. Although one individual who chose to answer, wrote that there were ‘pros and cons if the polices powers swayed either side’ which tells the researcher that they know a substantial amount around the topics and thought that if the government gave the police more or took away then there would be benefits as well as drawbacks with either decision. It was also found that participants who thought the police have too many powers came to the conclusion that ‘police have too many powers and should be lowered due to rates of abuse of power’. This also is good to compare with the participants who chose for the too little in the previous question, this is proven as one participant stated that ‘the police would be able to deal with more situations with more ease if they legally had the capabilities to do so’, and the researcher values the feedback. 
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The sixth question was one which is broad when relating to the topic was questioning the participants on how they would categorise their understanding around the history of policing, which is important to know as it sets reasons why they wrote what they answered later on in the questionnaire. It was found that 8 of the participants had an adequate knowledge surrounding the history, which was also the most common answer found. 6 of the participants voted for the category of ‘not a great understanding’ and ‘little to no knowledge’, it was found that 3 voted for each category. It was also found that 4 people voted for the category that stated that they had a good understanding which allows there to be links and correlations between answers to take place. The researcher also discovered that only 1 individual categorised themselves within the highest category which was the ‘great understanding’ category. 
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Then the next question was introduced to link this research to one of the objectives, that being police corruption. Specifically, the seventh question was asking the participants how often they would think the police abuse their powers. This question was very beneficial to ask as it gave the researcher information surrounding what the general public think about the police and how they use the powers already established. It was found that every participant answered this question, the answer that participants opted for most commonly was the option stating that the police abuse their powers ‘a moderate amount’. Specifically, eight people chose this option. Then it was found that seven people think the police abuse their powers ‘very little’ which gives the researcher positive data that could be used to come to the conclusion. It surprised the researcher to find that only four people thought that they very often abuse their powers, as the police have been found to be portrayed in a negative light. 
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The 8th and next question was a question which everyone was most definitely going to be able to answer, the question was whether they believe the media portray the police in a negative or positive light. It was found that each and every participant believes that the media portrays the police in a negative light. The fact that not one person opted for the positive option tells the researcher that there is no debate or argument on what this specific portion of the public believe about the media. It is no mystery that the police work in order to protect and preserve life, but it is an unfortunate fact that the media only outline the negatives that the police forces have rather than highlighting any positive outcomes that have occurred. 
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The ninth question was a question that allows the participant to look into and share their thoughts around their local police force, rather than solely basing it around the police force as a whole. The question specifically was if they thought their local police force had acts of corruption that take place. This question was important to ask as they may not be shown on the media much, but they might also have experiences where they have specifically seen acts of corruption occur. A lot of participants found that they did not know about their local police force specifically but are definite that others in the UK certainly do. An example of this is that one participant answered with ‘Not sure about my LOCAL police force but, larger forces such as the met are bound to in some shape or form’. Whereas other participants had no idea if their local police forces had acts of corruption happening and a number of participants left it at that with short and to the point answers. Although some participants answered with knowing their local force is known to be corrupt, but they did know that those acts had been found and dealt with accordingly. 
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The next question was a question which gives the researcher an insight into what the general public believe the police could be in the future. The question is one that links with discussing the history around policing and allows the participant to share their feelings about if policing can be improved as well as if there is any room at all for policing to grow. It was found by the researcher that nine of the participants thought that there was definitely room for improvement within policing. This tells the researcher that the general public have seen issues within policing and are sure that there are aspects that the police can do better. What gives beneficial data to the researcher is that another nine participants voted for the maybe option which states that a portion of the general public are unsure of whether there is room for improvement and did not want to vote for either side. 
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The eleventh question was specifically asking the participants, would the media portraying the good news relating to policing have an effect on the public opinion of the police? This question was worth adding to the questionnaire due to the fact that with the problems the police have about their image, would the positive display and news benefit the public opinion on policing in the UK. It was found that out of the nineteen participants, the majority of them believed that that it would definitely have an effect on public opinion. Specifically, thirteen of the participants chose this option. What gives the researcher useful data is that not one participant believed that there would be no impact on the public opinion, this shows that it would most definitely not damage the public trust any further. What is also evident from the gathered research is that six respondents thought that maybe there would be an effect which shows that potentially the participants who chose this were because they may have not known a lot surrounding the topic, which was gathered in question six. 
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The twelfth and final question in the survey was one that heavily relates to the research question. The question asked the participants, whether they believed that there would be a positive impact if the UK government gave the Police force more powers. This question seemed to be the most controversial to give, as results show that there was a mixture of a number of participants per option. Specifically, only one respondent thought that there would definitely be a positive impact, which gives the researcher valid data to assist in concluding the research question. It was also found that the highest number of responses to the question was the option that they believed there could potentially be a positive impact. Specifically, eight individuals believe that there could be a positive impact but have room for doubt which is why they are not definitive on either side. Also, three individuals thought that there would potentially not be a positive impact which outlines that it still could but is most probable that the impact would be negative, this can be traced back to reasons such as corruption is why they would think this. The researcher found that only two respondents thought that there was definitely not going to be a positive impact which shows that they may know about popular police corruption cases and have reasons behind why they believe this was the right option. Finally, the last option that was given to participants was simply if they were unsure about the topic which displays that they may not know a substantial amount around policing and do not want to fall into one belief about the research question. 
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To conclude, it is important to summarise the primary points discovered by the researcher and whether the researcher achieved what was set out to accomplish in the introduction. It is also important that the research question is concluded on whether or not the answer is primarily to one side than to the opposite. 
The research question was ‘do the police have too many powers or too little?’, and this question has led the researcher to gain a higher understanding of the topic and its surroundings. The researcher discovered that the question is one that does not have a simple yes or no answer, it was discovered that there were many different aspects that contributed to either answer. An example would be that due to the results of the survey, it was found that if the police had more powers given by the government, then rates of corruption could potentially be increased as unfortunately the researcher found that corruption is common in police forces. On the other hand, it was discovered that the police may be able to do more and be more efficient if they did have more powers as it gives them the capabilities to do so. 
The first objective was for the researcher to critically evaluate the origins of the police force and how policing and the powers have evolved. The researcher did achieve this objective as they found reliable research that displays the primary points as well as being able to gather research from the general public through a questionnaire. 
The second objective was to display beneficial research and knowledge surrounding police corruption and the effects that has on police powers. The researcher discovered that rates of abuse of power are unfortunately high, and that corruption is an unfortunate truth that is still happening to this day. It was also found that there are police officers with the substantial amount of powers who do choose not to act, this shows the difference in them legally not being able to do certain acts and the officers who will not act. The rates of corruption were found to be high due to the responses to the survey that many people knew that their local force had acts of corruption as well as being certain that other forces definitely do. 
The next chapter to conclude is the literature review, the researcher brought along information surrounding the three objectives by using reliable source in order to back up any points made. The literature review would not have any benefit information to contribute if everything discussed was sourced by the researcher alone, the use of academic sources was beneficial as the information gathered was information that was trustworthy to include. The researcher found that the objectives were critically evaluated within this chapter as it was based around knowledge already discovered rather than from the general publics’ perspective. 
It is also important to conclude whether the research methods used were beneficial upon evaluation. The researcher chose to use a survey for members of the general public to access and share their insights. Upon reflection, the researcher found the survey to be beneficial in assistance of answering the research question, this is due to the fact that every participant answered questions and allowed for their responses to be analysed. the survey was found to be beneficial to the researcher as academic sources can state one fact, but the general public can give their opinions which was needed in order to critically evaluate police powers. The researcher was aiming to obtain more responses but is also grateful for the responses found, although what was found in some questions is that there were answers with a extremely high majority response. 
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