Name: Olasunmibade Kumolu-Johnson
Student Number: 1908760
Module Title: Digital Skills and Research Methods
Assignment Title: BMSW4003
Lecturer: Yajesh Kumar




Table of Contents
Rationale	3
Objectives	3
Methodology	3
Primary data analysis	4
Secondary data analysis	7
Conclusion	10
References	11
Appendix A: Survey Responses	12
Appendix B: In-Class Exercise	15




[bookmark: _Toc40018949]Rationale
With the development of internet technology, the usage of the same has improved the field of education due to the benefits that modern technology has been able to provide to students. One of the major technological developments in the field of education is considered as the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE). It is considered as web based software that has been developed and shaped with an intention to improve not only the process of learning, but also the process of teaching. This technology has eased the process of education as students can conduct their tasks within the class room as well as any other place at any time. Considering the various benefits and facilities provided by VLEs, it will be necessary to conduct a research to understand its impact on students.
[bookmark: _Toc40018950]Objectives
· To understand the impact of VLE (Moodle) upon facilitating better education.
· To understand the way, VLE has been able to change the expectations of students.
[bookmark: _Toc40018951]Methodology
For the purpose of conducting the research, the mixed method approach has been applied. I conducted both quantitative and qualitative research to collect necessary information to conclude on the effectiveness of Moodle. Quantitative data has been collected with the help of questionnaire survey conducted by the researcher upon 20 students. On the other hand, qualitative data has also been conducted by reviewing various literatures to collect secondary information.

[bookmark: _Toc40018952]Primary data analysis
The primary research was completed via a survey conducted upon the students. The opinions that have been provided by the students clearly shows the impact of Moodle on their learning experience and the way the presence of VLE has changed the expectations of the students. Quantitative data gathered via the survey showed 90% (See Figure 1) of the respondents are expecting to have minimum standards of learning present on Moodle. 

Figure 1: Survey Response Question 1 (See Appendix A, 1.)
Data gathered also showed students have become much more dependent upon Moodle due to the ease of learning that it facilitates. As a result, students spend majority of their time on Moodle throughout the day, and 17/20 (See Figure 2) respondents showed they liked using Moodle. It has also been found that the perceptions of the students towards Moodle is extremely strong and majority of the respondents have considered Moodle to be a valuable tool for provide them outstanding learning experience (See Figure 2)
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Figure 2: Survey Responses Question 2 & 3 (See Appendix A, 2 & 3)
[bookmark: _GoBack]The primary research has also projected that students are of the opinion that Moodle has been able to provide them considerable opportunity to collect information (See Figure 3) proving Moodle to have a friendly user interface. Also, it was found that Moodle is such a useful tool that can help student collect information relating to instructions and notes provided by the teacher at anywhere and anytime.	

Figure 3: Survey Responses Question 4 (See Appendix A, 4.)
Through the primary study, it surfaced that the expectations of the students have been affected positively by Moodle and the popularity of the VLE has enhanced substantially among the students of the college. As a result of that, it has been founds that majority of the students have tendency to visit Moodle few times every week (See Figure 4). Overall, students have appreciated the usefulness of Moodle as an efficient tool for collecting data and the same has been found as highly convenient by the students. The flexibility in getting instruction, notes and other necessary information through Moodle has positive impact upon the learning of the students and their performance both inside and outside class room.

Figure 4: Survey Responses Question 5 (See Appendix A, 5.)


[bookmark: _Toc40018953]Secondary data analysis
In order to collect secondary data to meet the research objectives and concluding the research, various sources of secondary data have been used to gather secondary information (Lei and Zhao, 2007). The secondary research has clearly stated the fact that the major benefit that Moodle provides to students is the convenience and flexibility to get necessary information regarding their courses and studies. VLE has not only provided additional support to the students to improve their learning experience, but also supported the teachers to improve their teaching experience. VLE in this case Moodle; has evolved as a convenient tool for students. Encouraging and potentially leading students to achieving greater results in studies. It has been found through studies that VLE has been able to put considerable impact upon the expectations of students and the same has enhanced their motivation towards self-learning (Lei and Zhao, 2007). VLE has been able to provide the opportunity of independent learning among the students. 
In case of UK, it has been found that the open universities started using computers since 1970 specifically for the purpose of imparting education (Herrera Mosquera, 2017). The patent for commercial computer based VLE ‘Blackboard’ was issued in the year 2000 (Herrera Mosquera, 2017). The usage of Blackboard software was enhanced substantially by the year 2010, it was found that the software was in use in around 3700 institutions imparting education to students across UK and other nations. 
Another popular VLE platform emerged subsequently, which is known as ‘Moodle’, the introduction of this software was made in the year 2001 (Rogers, 2004). The popularity of Moodle further enhanced in the year 2010. It was found that, the user base for Moodle enhanced to 212 countries in the year 2011 (Казанцева and Kazanceva, 2017). There are around 49,365 active sites using Moodle. The usage of VLEs in UK further increased to 92% by 2008-09, the percentage of educational institutions using VLE was only 58% in 2003-04 (Herman Dwi, 2014). The use of virtual technology in educational institutions and children’s services got enhanced to further levels with the strategy paper harnessing technology introduced by UK Government in the year 2005 (Herman Dwi, 2014). It has been found that the perspective of students in different schools, colleges as well as educational institutions turned positive towards VLE. 

Furthermore, the introduction of VLE has enhanced collaboration between students and teachers. It has produced effective communication between students and teachers; leading to a more efficient methods of sharing vital information. Also, it has been observed that learning through VLE can enhance the analytical skills among students (Herman Dwi, 2014). The need for standardization of education in VLE such as Moodle and Blackboard has been found among the students and the teachers. As well as through standardization of education, elements enhanced significantly include:
· The performance of the students in regards to standardized tests in regards to reading, language as well as vocabulary has been enhanced significantly (Herman Dwi, 2014).
· The level of understanding, perspectives as well as ability to think independently among the students has improved substantially with the help the utilization of VLE (Polisca, 2013). 
· It has also been surfaced from certain studies conducted on this behalf that the ability to reflect among the students is maximized substantially with the help of application of VLE.
· Learning through VLE has provided necessary encouragement among students to enhance progressive thinking and to form decisions independently (Polisca, 2013). 
Moreover, it can be said that the ability among the students to perform well in case of researcher constructed tests, standardized tests as well as national tests has been improved with the access to VLEs. In different studies, it has been highlighted that:
· Graduate students have projected greater interest in accessing VLEs directly from their homes. 
· Undergraduate levels have projected greater interest in using the technology for the purpose of learning (Polisca, 2013). 
· The utilization of VLEs has helped students in meeting their requirements in regards to getting access to information, exposure, and utility of technology as well as the usefulness of the tools used in case of VLEs (Polisca, 2013).
In other studies, it has been found that, the use of VLEs is done at a higher scale in different colleges as compared to primary schools. The opportunity of reinforcements created through the utilization of VLEs can potentially enhance the efficiency of learning. Moreover, utilization of VLEs has also made it possible for students to collect the study materials and notes that are missed (Chitkushev, Vodenska and Zlateva, 2014). The increased demand for VLEs has also been found among the teachers as they feel more enthusiastic regarding using technology for the purpose of teaching. The effectiveness of VLEs has been backed by the ability to get access to broadband internet direct from the homes of the students. Therefore, it is necessary to state that the use of VLEs should be made for the purpose of improvement of learning and not for storing of information and communication purpose (Chitkushev, Vodenska and Zlateva, 2014). The improvement of efficiency among students has been enhanced further with the help of opportunities for self-assessment and quality assurance offered by VLEs in different educational institutions.
The issues relating to online education as well as the utilization of technologies meant for education has been able to provide newer opportunities that can help in indicating the performance of learning of students. VLEs also act as information system and the interactions made by students over VLEs, in regards to their online learning processes are successfully recorded in the system. This information is further analysed for the purpose of effectively detecting the behaviourial patterns of the students, and this is capable of providing indicators relating to educational practices in an effective way (Vieira, Parsons and Byrd, 2018). The process of analyzing information, collected through the interactions of the users with the help of technology has been able to increase the popularity of VLEs among the students as well as the researchers and majority of the researchers have considered VLEs as effective tools that can potentially help in enhancing the understanding of the students, in regards to the process of learning.
It has been found in various studies that the contribution of VLEs towards supporting as well as promotion of formal education is enormous. It has been found that, in case of formal educational institutions the guidelines relation to learning as well as the curricula is implemented in a proper manner (Chitkushev, Vodenska and Zlateva, 2014). However, it can also be said that VLEs have brought in new changes in the process of learning and it has also encouraged innovations in the learning process, which in turn has provided considerable support, in terms of encouraging informal education (Reed and Watmough, 2015). Therefore, it can be said that VLEs have been able to create a considerable positive impact upon learning of the students from different perspectives. VLEs have been able to contribute substantially towards promoting reflections, meeting the requirements of the students and improving their confidence levels. VLEs are also capable of enhancing the readiness among the students to learn and the same has also contributed towards increase the performance of course assessment (Reed and Watmough, 2015).
However, apart from the positive impacts, it has also been found that VLEs have also created negative impacts upon students. For instance, with the presence of VLEs teachers are more interested in providing web based instructions to the students; however, this has affected the social interactions as well as emotional interactions that take place among students in a classroom (Lyndon and Hale, 2014). 
[bookmark: _Toc40018954]Conclusion
It is necessary to state that VLEs, such as Moodle has made considerable impact upon the learning experiences of students across the world. VLEs have turned out to be the most convenient and preferred process of learning in present times. Students have found this approach as an effective one to acquire information and instructions regarding their courses from anywhere and at any time. This has also encouraged the learning process. Moreover, VLEs have contributed towards the achievement of the students. VLEs have encouraged independent learning among the students and this in turn has improved the motivation among students towards learning. However, on the flip side, it has also been observed that introduction of VLEs have affected emotional and social interactions among students as learning can be conducted virtually.
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1. Should we have Moodle minimum standards to learn?
	Yes
	18

	 No
	2


2. Overall, how much do you like using Moodle?
	Likely
	17

	Unlikely
	3



3. What value does Moodle bring to the student experience?
	Extremely Valuable
	12

	Very Valuable
	3

	Somewhat Valuable
	3

	Not so valuable
	1

	No at all valuable
	1



4. Is Moodle helping you to collect more information?
	Yes
	16

	No
	4



5. How often do you access Moodle?
	Every day
	5

	A few times a week
	10

	About once a week
	3

	A few times a month
	1

	Once a month
	1

	Less than once a month
	0



6. Moodle Should be used More frequently?
	Agree
	17

	Disagree
	3



7. Moodle is more useful for your assignment?
	Extremely useful
	12

	Very useful
	5

	Somewhat useful
	2

	Not so useful
	1

	Not at all useful
	0



8. Give score to 1-7 how useful is moodle?
	Score
	Number of responses

	7
	15

	6
	3

	5
	2



9. Moodle is the best option to collect data?
	Yes
	18

	No
	2



10. How likely are you to recommend Moodle?
	Very Likely
	16

	Likely
	2

	Neither likely or unlikely 
	2

	Unlikely
	0

	Very Unlikely
	0



[bookmark: _Toc40018957]Appendix B: In-Class Exercise
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Should we have Moodle minimum standards to learn?


Yes	No	0.9	0.1	

Is Moodle helping you to collect more information?


Yes	No	16	4	

How often do you access Moodle?


Every day	A few times a week	About once a week	5	10	3	
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