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Using a theme or a traditional tale as a stimulus, consider how you might embed the six areas of learning and experience and the four purposes (Donaldson) in an integrated, cross curricular approach. 

I have chosen the theme ‘Rollercoasters’. It provides an interesting and fun way to learn. I chose this as my theme as I feel it will engage students and the more engaged students are the more likely they are to learn. “The more engaged a pupil is, the more they think about their lessons, and the more they study, absorb, and learn.” (Resource Ed (2016) Five ways to maximise engagement in primary schools). The activities I have planned based around the theme of Rollercoasters include some of the six areas of learning and the four purposes which were given by Donaldson in his new curriculum. The areas of learning provide a more skills-based approach to learning rather than being subject based. It is allowing for our curriculum to be cross curricular with emphasis on literacy and numeracy with the LnF framework and digital competency with the DCF framework. These skills have been given priority as Donaldson says they are, “foundations for almost all learning and are essential to being able to participate successfully and confidently in the modern world” (Donaldson, 2015, p.39). The activities I have made are all interlinked in a cross curricular approach. There are two types of cross curricular approaches that I have used, and these are hierarchical and tokenistic. These are two types of a few cross curricular approaches which were brought to attention by Barnes.  The four purposes given by Donaldson are to be used throughout the curriculum and be embedded into everyday learning, there is proven to be a need for the four purposes as Donaldson says there is a “need for common purposes that apply to all children and young people and promote high aspirations and a determination to achieve”(Donaldson, 2015, p.28). The curriculum in Wales is seeking to provide a fair education to all children no matter what their background is, the new curriculum is aiming to do this through the introduction of the six areas of learning and the four purposes. 
Cross curricular learning is becoming increasingly popular today as it proves to have many benefits for a child’s education. It allows for a pupil’s knowledge to come from all areas and be pulled together to be used in their everyday life. With the introduction of Donaldson’s new curriculum, a more cross curricular approach will seem to take form in teaching. With the introduction of areas of learning and not subject based learning. How our students get taught will be through a cross curricular approach where many areas of learning will be interlinked with each other.  In light of a cross-curricular curriculum there are arguments for both sides. For it being beneficial it is said to provide real and relevant context in learning, this is something that Barnes agrees with too “Cross-curricular learning promotes authenticity in teaching and learning” (Barnes, 2015, p. 275). This is a good point to be made as if a child is learning something that can be seen or experienced then they are likely to remember it for life. It also allows for a more manageable curriculum. Teachers can teach skills from across the board from different areas of learning that can be interlinked with each other. For example, technology can link in with literacy as students can use devices to create pieces of work using different programs. It is allowing for a child to develop more than one skill at a time making them much more competent beings. Barnes would agree a cross curricular approach to learning is very beneficial and should be seen in todays society he says, “Authentic learning experiences involve adult and child learners together. Full teacher participation in the learning process does more than motivate children” (Barnes, 2015, p. 275). It is more than just teaching the experiences that come with it for both the student and the teacher allow for more and this shows to me as a journey of lifelong learning. “The Government’s approach to education and lifelong learning is set within this broad context. Its vision is that all young people should have ‘the opportunity to reach their full potential’, that there is ‘a fully comprehensive system of learning that serves all”. (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008). This is something that can be brought to light in a cross curricular approach as the system is changing to suit the needs of a wide range of individuals to be able to ensure equality and that every child can reach their potential. 
Although there are positives to teaching cross curricular there are negatives that can be seen to this approach. There may be a lack of coherence and depth, the way in which we teach an aspect of learning could not be recognised and taken in as well as it is mixed in with something else, so we would not know if it has been understood well enough by the students. This also shows the negative that it can prove very difficult to be able to cover all the skills and knowledge needed to be learned through a cross curricular approach. This means that children are missing out on vital skills and knowledge. Barnes recognises there can be a risk to a cross curricular approach to learning, “not without its dangers”, (Barnes, 2015, p.275). “links were often made between too many subjects, and little sense of progression or subject record keeping was possible” (Barnes, 2015, p.275). This is something that has to be monitored within the new curriculum to ensure that children continue to thrive in their learning and not fall. Taken on this approach is a risk, but if it is carried out correctly and effectively it can prove to be beneficial to Wales and its education and curriculum. 
Hierarchical and tokenistic can be seen to be used within my activities for this theme. Hierarchical is where there is seen to be a more dominant subject or in my activity a more dominant area of learning and the other subjects serves as frame to consolidate the learning in a different light. One of my activities would be hierarchical as it is mainly about the science being taught and the use of design and technology to build the rollercoaster and make it stop using the science behind forces is consolidating their learning in this area.  
Tokenistic is “only cross-curricular in name. They do not make real connections between subjects or develop learning in more than one subject” (Barnes, 2015, p.272), this can be seen in one of my activities, where the use of technology is being used to bring excitement to the literacy aspect of the learning to be had. 
My first activity is designing a persuasive leaflet or poster based on a theme park. The aim is the children will use key terminology in relation to persuasive language. This would have previously been taught and the students will be expected to use their thinking skills to complete the activity. The students will be crafting the posters and leaflets using ICT. This allows them to not only enhance their literacy skills but their technology skills as well. This links to two areas of learning language literacy and communication and science and technology. When looking at the national curriculum it is said in the strand of writing that by year four learners should be able to “adapt what they write to the purpose and reader, choosing words appropriately, e.g. descriptive and persuasive language” (Welsh Government, 2016). By using technology this is allowing for cross curricular learning as the learning from one area is being transferred over into another, this helps to deepen the students’ knowledge and understating of what they have previously learnt. The children will be using a range of software. They can access different software using Hwb, this is a platform that is used by many schools if not most in Wales. It is free and provided by the Welsh Government, it is continually updated, and the Government has said in a statement “We have listened to what teachers have been telling us about Hwb+ and, based on that feedback, have built up a range of modern, easy to use online learning resources.” (Lewis, 2018). Hwb is a great platform which is safe and allows a child to access a range of different apps and software they might not have access to at home. The use of Hwb allows students to meet the required skills of the DCF, for example “understand that copying the work of others and presenting it as their own is called ‘plagiarism’, e.g. begin to consider the consequences of plagiarism.” (Welsh Government, 2016). This links in well with the activity I have planned as I will also be expecting the students to create a bank of references from different websites whilst they carry out their research to make the poster or leaflet. This activity draws upon language literacy and communication and science and technology within the six areas of learning. It also then links in with the four purposes, both brought forward in the Successful Futures document by Donaldson. This activity allows for the purpose of being enterprising creative contributors to be exercised, “using oral and written language skills in different settings with an appropriate sense of audience and using different media” (Donaldson, 2015, p.49). This is showing a cross curricular approach as it links both literacy and technology together the same as “designing processes and creating digital products” (Donaldson, 2015, p.51). Another of the four purposes is being met and that is to eb a healthy confident individual, as they will be “using digital technologies safely and with respect for others” (Donaldson, 2015, p.51). 

[bookmark: _GoBack]My second activity is learning all about forces, it will be an experiment based on the material best to stop the rollercoaster using friction. This will require thinking skills to be used. To continue this activity and make it a cross curricular link the students will be designing and building their own rollercoaster. Based on the knowledge they have acquired from the experiment into forces. With the focus being particularly on science and technology in the area of learning, one of the purposes links in well and that is to be a creative enterprising contributor as they can “connect and apply their knowledge and skills to create ideas and products”, (Donaldson, 2015, p.29). This activity also provides opportunity to work on the purpose to be ambitious, capable learners. As they are “gaining a solid base of knowledge and understanding of key concepts in science” (Donaldson, 2015, p.51), this will be shown as they are transferring their knowledge from one area of learning to another showing a cross curricular approach being used. In today’s society science and design and technology is closely linked. The design and technology curriculum states that’s students are “combining their designing and making skills with knowledge and understanding in contexts that support their work in other subjects” (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008, p.10). This is clearly shown in this activity as the students are designing a rollercoaster based on previous knowledge from another subject. This is good as it helps to strengthen their learning on this particular focus and clarifies any problems students may have come across. Barnes makes a good point about learning in education he says, “Enjoyment is not the only aim of education; we aim at excellence too, but many children do not discover what they will be excellent at unless they first feel a sense of pleasure in school.” (Barnes, 2015, p.279) This shows that the bringing of two subjects together can make it more fun, and in return make the student realise that it is something they enjoy but not in an ordinary way. For example, with this activity some students may struggle to understand the concept of forces with just the experiment and decide they do not like science. But, by turning it into a real-life situation it can make it more interesting for the child and it is at that moment they realise it is something they enjoy but just not in a conventional way, therefore a cross curricular approach to teaching can be seen as good as it opens up the opportunities for learning. 
To ensure a smooth transition from a subject based way of learning in our schools today to a cross curricular approach, we need to ensure that teachers are equipped with the skills and knowledge needed to carry out this effectively. It is said in the Successful Futures document that “Schools should identify a member of staff who would lead and support each of the three Cross-curriculum Responsibilities.” (Donaldson, 2015, p. 41). This will ensure that the cross curricular approach to learning is being monitored and implemented. Overall a cross curricular approach in learning provides benefits to our children. It allows them to have a wide array of opportunities and reach their potential and beyond. They are not limited to subject based learning, they are free to explore across the curriculum and make academic links. This is particularly important in today’s innovative society where everything is constantly evolving, children will be able to keep up with the times and achieve their potential. 
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