	
	
	



Student name: Dylan Putterill
Number: 2500613
Graphic design 
Ways of thinking

For this assessment, I confirm that I have not used Generative AI to support me in structuring my submission, including creating a draft argument structure, identifying parts and headings. I confirm that I have not used Generative AI to create text for my submission. I confirm that I have not used Generative AI for creative materials, such as images.


Task one: Semiotics
Although semiotics often seems like quite a daunting term, when it comes to the application it is often much simpler than believed. Many theorists have attempted to define it however I feel the best description is from Barthes. Barthes describes semiotics as such, denotations and connotations, denotations are the literal thing you see and connotations are the context clues that gives us a deeper understanding.  taking an example from Barthes himself the denotation could be “A garment, an automobile, a dish of cooked food, a gesture, a film, a piece of music, an advertising image” and then the connotation “this car tells me the social status of its owner, this garment tells me quite precisely the degree of its wearer's conformism or eccentricity” 
Using this understanding I will discuss the album cover bellow the semiotics attached to it.
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Fig 1 (Hewlett, 2005)
Immediately when viewing the album cover for Demon Days fans of the gorrilaz will recognise the iconography of the four characters on the cover, fans of music as a whole may notice the pastiche to the Beatles album “let it be” the connotations of this represent a construction of “Britishness” the Beatles were a revolutionary British band and the Gorillaz aimed to pastiche this to target British audiences this is prevalent in the dress codes for 2D (pictured top right) as he’s constructed wearing a flat cap a stereotypically British article of clothing. The similarity to the Beatles is interesting as they have positioned the corresponding band members in their respective places however all the characters are positioned facing the opposite direction. I Believe this may have been done as a rejection to the music industry "This was the beginning of the boy band sort of explosion... and it just felt so manufactured," And we were like, well let's make a manufactured band but make it kind of interesting." The ‘we’ Albarn is talking about is both David Albarn and Jamie Hewlett, the man behind the art of Gorillaz. Jamie Hewlett is quite a recognisable figure in British pop culture as outside of making the art for Gorillaz he was also the comic book illustrator for tank girl. 
Focusing on the text on the album cover “demon days” is the name of the album, Albarn has mentioned previously “It’s much darker,” when prompted about his thoughts on the aftermath of 9/11 and the London bombings, the album is a reflection of the world at this time, the negative connotations of demon days reflect this, as he also considers it “the world in a state of night.” the connotations of demons and hell reflect the opposite of what is traditionally good so a demons day could be considered night. The lighting on the characters faces appear to be constructed to look as if they are inorganic lights, this further connotes ideas of a world at night as the only light would be man made. The lighting codes also connote a postapocalyptic feel which makes sense when discussing the subject matter of the album
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Task two : manifesto
1.  create work that’s interactive
2. continue to see every part of our world as art
3. everything has a soul, as designers it is our duty to bring it to life
4. take your time
5. never go against your beliefs, they’re the only things that are truly yours
6. allow others to inspire you
7. it is very rare to get something perfect first time, keep trying
8. create something you’d hang up on your own wall

2. continue to see every part of our world as art
I have a very distinct memory from a year ago walking through Cardiff and looking up for the first time and seeing the roofs. They still had this beautifully designed architecture. 
This feeling I had corresponds to this article written by Nicole Southard in which she states, “no matter how insignificant you may think it is, because art can be found in everything from your favorite crust on a pizza to the smile on the Mona Lisa" (Southard, 2017) within design it is important to change the perspective in which you are viewing your design “Shifting perspective can be really powerful, in art and in life” (Seaman, 2023) when working on a client based piece it is important to think about it from a clients perspective and then perhaps a customer's perspective.
[image: ]Fig 1 (Pryce, A)

5. never go against your beliefs, they’re the only things that are truly yours
With the increase in AI being used in creative fields it raises many ethical questions on whether it should be used and how it is being used “53% of Americans worry that AI art will be used to spread fake news” (Katatikarn, 2024) I believe it is important to keep to ethics in art and not allow damaging content made by humans or AI pollute society. We as designers have responsibilities to uphold in that regard. Another concern is with the environmental aspect of graphic design. Inherently it is damaging for example “Inks and solvents can contain pollutants and create emissions that contribute to environmental pollution” although it is difficult to avoid , ethically I wouldn’t want to pollute the earth and if I do I would finds means to offset my actions. For example buying more second hand. Walking to places more often and ensuring to recycle properly.
[image: ]Fig 2 (santa clara university, 2019)

7. it is very rare to get something perfect first time, keep trying
Going back to the idea of looking at design from different perspectives, the design process isn’t linear, often having to go back and tweak bits, changing colours, adding text, researching. All works are like this. Even this essay. Acknowledging this and allowing it to inspire you to keep working and getting better because of it is important to me. Another important aspect is to take breaks from your work coming back with a new perspective, “It’s about giving your mind and body the space they need to recharge. Creativity thrives on rest, fresh experiences, and new perspectives” (Carrie 2024) these typically non creative moments are when you be the most imaginative, I often come up with my best design ideas lying in bed before going to sleep. Sat in a quiet dark room with no distractions works best for me. Additionally, within the creative process there is often a fear of making mistakes in our work. This should be embraced as a draft or a little quirk in our piece; mistakes make our work more human as no one is perfect. “One of the best lessons I learned early on in my creative career was how important it was to not worry about making mistakes; better to embrace them. Not just from the perspective of trial and error to improve my skill set, but sometimes the errors I made were better than any of the original ideas in my head. Making mistakes is being creative.” (Bareham, 2024)
[image: ]Fig 3 Cuyler, C.
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Task three
[image: ]Fig 1 (hands are tied, own work, 2025)
End of year exams are always stressful especially at first you didn’t realise you’d be having them, so imagine my surprise in the second year of college when I'm told I have a timed art exam. The outcome of which is pictured above, looking back at it I feel as if I captured the stress I felt in that moment well.  for this exam we had 8 hours to create a piece of art based on a set of prompts provided. My chosen prompt was proverbs specifically “my hands are tied” (Merriam-Webster, 2024) for this exam I created two wire figures tied in ties the first of the figures pictured here. For this exam I took a series of photographs however this one stood out to me as the best to write about. The reasoning behind this is a viewer's interpretation. I'm sure you’ve already interpreted the piece in your own way already and I noticed when I showed this piece to people they interpreted it differently. “The hermeneutic method accepts that all human understanding is informed and guided by the interpreter’s inherent biases and prejudices shaped by their personal experiences and the prevailing cultural attitudes of their socioeconomic demographic.” (Pantelo, 2017) essentially based on our prior understanding we may interpreted them differently. When I first showed this piece to my Father it was around the same time a lot of images were coming out of Palestine of all the harsh treatment people were enduring and my piece reminded him of this. Others have decoded it as a form of expression, as I previously mentioned looking back on it now I see the stress I felt learning I had an art exam soon approaching. 
[bookmark: _Int_fFImSsen]Criticising this work was difficult for me, putting genuine blood sweat and tears into it and so much thought just to turn around think about what I don't like about the piece I just so passionately made. It was especially difficult as I had always thought so critically and only recently started appreciating my work however, I know see differently and can notice where I can improve, “equipping individuals with the tools to weigh options, assess consequences, and arrive at better choices.” (Jabaker ,2023)most obviously to me is that I rushed it, there's muck underneath it, it’s not fully in focus and there seems to be a hair or something on the lens on top of that the wire wrapping around it could’ve been so much better. However, there are definitely things I really do like about this piece. The figure itself is something I am immensely proud of. The wire work went well despite poking myself many times. I also really like the way I was able to tie the tie around the figures I felt it really added a lot the characters themselves, a little bit of personality so that you feel slightly more for them as characters. The last thing that I really like about this piece is the way I interpreted the prompt of proverbs, when I first heard it I had no idea what I was going to do but I felt there was so much potential which I feel I really captured. 
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