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Practise the Bodhisattva-path without the False Notions and Views

In the Diamond Sutra, it clarifies a very crucial principle that an ordinary fellow who aspires to attain the Buddhahood should practise the Bodhisattva-path without the false notions and views. We, common people are so confused about the notions and views, not understanding the truth of them, that we have so many wandering thoughts and attachments. What this sutra taught us is to get rid of them.
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Based on the annotation written by Buddhist Weinong Jiang and further explained by the Venerable Master Chin Kung, I will present my speech in four parts, to illustrate how to get rid of the false notions and views. 

1、 Get Rid of the False Notions
It said, “I must cause all living beings - those born from eggs, born from wombs, born from moisture, born by transformation; those with form, those without form, those with thought, those without thought, those not totally with thought, and those not totally without thought - to enter nirvana without residue and be taken across to extinction. Yet of the immeasurable, boundless numbers of living beings thus taken across to extinction, there is actually no living being taken across to extinction. And why? Subhåti, if a Bodhisattva has a notion of an ego, a personality, a being and a life, he is not (a true) Bodhisattva.”

The notion of an ego is the root of these four notions - in contrast to ego is the notion of a personality. It is called the notion of a being that all the sentient beings are produced by the collection of skandhas(Aggregates). The former three notions continuously appear and disappear, and there comes the notion of life. All these four notions are produced by causal conditions, such as Four Elements(四大)and Five Aggregates(五蘊). Four Elements are physical notions of the Five Aggregates. The other four Aggregates are four functioning of the mind in connection with affairs and things, in distinguishing, in its processes regarding like and dislike, good and evil, etc. and mental faculty regarding perception and cognition, discrimination of affairs and things. 
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When these causal conditions aggregate, the notion appears; otherwise, there is nothing of a notion. We ordinary fellows wrongly assume that all conceptions are true substances, which are actually not.
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It said, “All marks are spoken of by the Tathàgata as no marks, and all living beings are spoken of as no living beings. ” That is to reiterate that neither are all sentient livings real nor the Four Elements and Five Aggregates themselves. Besides, we should understand that these notions do not truly exist, as they arise and disappear moment by moment.	Comment by Grammarly: Deleted:u	Comment by Grammarly: Deleted:t	Comment by Grammarly: Deleted:d

Because of the wisdom of contemplating on reality, Bodhisattvas are capable of knowing skandha as being fake, and there is nothing to gain from it. Bodhisattva is living without the false notions. Then the sutra demonstrated that there is actually no living being free to extinction.	Comment by Grammarly: Deleted:within	Comment by Grammarly: Deleted:i	Comment by Grammarly: Deleted:totally 	Comment by Grammarly: Deleted:oss	Comment by Grammarly: Deleted:taken ac

We should always practise the thinking that“all with notions is empty and false. ”Since it is the phase of falsehood, it is bound to abandon all illusion and attachments. Here is the emphasis of the scripture on the degree to abandon all false notions.

2、 Get Rid of the False Views
It said, “A virtuous man or woman who is determined to develop the Supreme Enlightened Mind, should thus develop it: I have to lead all living beings to put a stop to reincarnation and escape suffering, and when they have been so led, not one of them in fact stops reincarnating or escapes suffering.” Depending on the above practise, the World Honored One taught us how to think and act to get rid of the false views. “Develope” means we all are born with the mind of bodhi (enlightenment) but it has been covered and contaminated by illusion and attachment. “Have to” means it is our responsibility to lead sentient beings run away from suffering and we should be without the view of “I can do”. Then it said, “There is not really a Dharma which can develop the Supreme-Enlightenment-Mind.” 	Comment by Grammarly: Deleted:,

Supreme-Enlightenment-Mind is the mind of bodhi, which is extremely pure and no dharma exists there. There is actually no any dharma that can be named a dharma of developing the mind of bodhi; there is no any dharma that can make us develop our mind of bodhi. Only if we stay away from all attachments of notions and the mind of “I can” can our pure mind of bodhi naturally appeared.
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Immediately Sàkyamuni Buddha denied His former words as like “In like manner, if a Bodhisattva says: I should lead uncountable living beings to put a stop to reincarnation and escape from suffering, he cannot be called a Bodhisattva.” It is the feature of this scripture to keep us completely separated from those false views. When we talk about “I should”, we are filled with ego, personality, beings and life. When referred to “say”, we already have motivations and reflections in a way.	Comment by Grammarly: Deleted:in order 	Comment by Grammarly: Deleted:ing

Above all,  the revision of attitude of helping other beings can aspire us in two ways: (1) Do not cling to bodhi and abandon such clinging; (2) The view “I should” or “I can” can pollute the pure mind, so get rid of them too.	Comment by Grammarly: Deleted:.	Comment by Grammarly: Deleted:we can be inspired by

Finally, Sàkyamuni said, “There are really no living beings whom the Tathàgata can liberate. If there were, the Tathàgata would hold the concept of an ego, a personality, a being and a life.” When talking about Tathàgata in this sutra, it stated from the root (reality). Buddha has already attained the realm of the one truth, and all notion that He see is reality. If we can get rid  of false notions and views, phenomena will not hinder the reality and neither will the reality hinder phenomena.
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The reason why sentient beings become Buddhas is that they give up the false notion and view. Therefore, helping living being get rid of the wrong notions and views is the only way to attain Buddhahood. 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Bodhisattvas who develop the supreme bodhi mind must take the Buddha as their example, and sincerely perform Six Paramitas during the Bodhisattva-path.
The principles of getting rid of false notions and views are very profound. Only when all the illusion and attachments are excluded entirely can we clear the mind, showing itself as it is and achieve the ultimate goal.We definitely do not hesitate to follow it correctly.	Comment by Grammarly: Deleted:p	Comment by Grammarly: Deleted:s	Comment by Grammarly: Deleted:p	Comment by Grammarly: Deleted:d	Comment by Grammarly: Deleted:dee	Comment by Grammarly: Deleted:is	Comment by Grammarly: Deleted:compl	Comment by Grammarly: Deleted:b
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