[bookmark: _GoBack]Points on the Philosophical background to ResearchIn research we need to comment on two key issues before moving on to explain the research design:
 ONTOLOGY: what we consider to be real and important
EPISTEMOLOGY: the sort of knowledge we consider ‘worthy’, and how to obtain it
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Ontology: 2 main options:
	Objectivism
	Subjectivism

	Reality is objective, and independent of other external /social factors
	Reality is subjective, and cannot be considered independently of experience, viewpoints, social factors



Epistemology: 2 main options
	Positivism
	Interpretivism

	there is a positive, objective reality that can be observed and measured using the senses following a scientific approach (‘the scientist’!)
	people and their institutions are fundamentally different from the natural sciences, and they need to be understood and interpreted (‘the detective’!)



The term ‘paradigm’ covers a combination of ontology, epistemology, methodologyOntology
Epistemology
methodologyy
Methods
paradigm
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