CLCS4007: Athens and Rome – Workshop 3 (Week 4) – 22/10/12

This week’s in-lecture workshop will be on Polybius’ discussion of the Roman constitution in book 6 of his Histories. For this workshop you should read both the relevant parts of the text and also an article by F. Walbank on the topic. Links to the reading have been given below. In addition you should prepare written answers to the questions set below and bring them along for discussion on Monday 22nd of October.

Polybius Histories 6.2-18.
http://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Polybius/6*.html

Modern Scholarship: 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/637251?&Search=yes&searchText=Constitution&searchText=Roman&searchText=Polybius&list=hide&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3DPolybius%2BRoman%2BConstitution%26acc%3Don%26wc%3Don&prevSearch=&item=1&ttl=1795&returnArticleService=showFullText

Questions:

1) Who is Polybius? When is he writing? How did he come to be in Rome? (For this information you could consult commentaries or the Oxford Classical Dictionary).

2) What is Polybius’ theory of anacyclosis?

3) What part of the Roman system did Polybius regard as monarchical, aristocratic, and democratic?

4) What are the purported benefits of Rome’s constitution as Polybius describes it?

5) Besides Rome, what other states are said to have had some form of mixed-constitution?

6) Do you think Polybius’ description of the Roman system of government is accurate? How would you personally characterise it?

