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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

In Wales, adult safeguarding is predominantly regulated by the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014. This legislation characterises an 'adult at risk' as a person who is either undergoing or susceptible to abuse and who is incapable of protecting themselves from such harm (Social Care Wales, 2024). This definition can be found in Part 7 of the Act, which classifies abuse into various categories: physical, sexual, mental, emotional, and financial. Moreover, the Act specifies that abuse may occur in any setting. It requires professionals to report any apprehensions regarding the potential risk of abuse or neglect encountered by an adult. 

The Social Service Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 defines an adult at risk as an individual who experiences or is susceptible to neglect or abuse, has care and support needs (regardless of whether the authority addresses those needs), and consequently is incapable of safeguarding themselves from such abuse or neglect or the associated risks. A practitioner can proactively protect an at-risk adult by early intervention, without waiting for actual abuse to occur (SSWBWA, 2014).

The Social Services and Wellbeing Act 2014 was released to the public on April 6th, 2016. Section 7 of this legislation covers the responsibilities and obligations associated with ensuring the safety of both children and adults. In Volume 6 of Working Together to Safeguard People, which is titled "Handling Individual Cases to Protect Adults at Risk," the author outlines the measures that must be taken and the obligations that must be fulfilled in order to ensure the safety of people who are at danger. This list, which is known as the Social Care Legislation in Wales Information and Learning Hub (2021), has just been updated to include the Wales Safeguarding Procedures.

Part 7 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 includes Safeguarding, establishing measures to protect vulnerable adults from abuse or neglect. Essential components encompass a mandate for local authorities to examine potential abuse, the capacity to get protection orders for premises accessibility and an obligation for statutory partners and service providers to disclose concerns regarding at-risk individuals. This Part additionally established National Independent Safeguarding Boards to provide support and counsel regarding the efficacy of safeguarding practices.

Local Authorities must investigate and determine if action is necessary if there is reasonable suspicion that an adult in their care is at risk, according to Section 126(2) of the Social Services and Wellbeing Act 2014 (National Independent Safeguarding Board Wales, 2021). The National Safeguarding Board was set up to do three main things: help and guide Safeguarding Boards, and make sure they function efficiently. They primarily assess whether the steps taken to protect children and adults in Wales are adequate and successful. They then provide the Minister suggestions on how to improve (National Independent Safeguarding Board Wales, 2021).
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

Although there are similarities in safeguarding practices for children and adults, such as the fundamental principles of the SSWBA 2014 including voice and control, prevention and early intervention, well-being, co-production, and multi-agency collaboration, there are also important differences in the approaches to safeguarding adults and children (SSWBA(W), 2014).

First and foremost, adults have a right to autonomy, primarily in compliance with the Human Rights Act 1998 (SCIE, 2015). This may be overcome in particular situations where an adult is considered to lack capacity or has been restricted under the Mental Health Act 2005. Despite the situations mentioned above, adults are often capable of making their own choices, even when such decisions may be perceived as unwise by others.

When considering a child, it is evident that a child may not always exhibit the capacity to make informed choices regarding risk and implications of those actions. For instance, a young child lacks the capacity to make educated decisions regarding their safety and is entirely dependent on their parents or carers to fulfil their basic needs and ensure protection from danger and abuse. Fuethermore, social workers are obligated under the Children Act 1989 to intervene, usually through a Section 47, if there are concerns that a child is experiencing or is at risk of significant harm. According to Section 3 of the SSWBA, each anyone under the age of 18 is classified as a child (NSPCC, 2024).

The Social Services Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 establishes a required obligation to investigate individuals deemed adults who are suspected to be at risk. It does not require a rapid reaction, in contrast to Section 47 of the Children Act 1989, which mandates that children deemed at risk be spoken to privately and that prompt safeguarding measures be implemented. The Children Act 1989 and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child guarantee that children possess the right to protection. According to Article 8 of the Human Rights Act 1988, adults possess the right to a private and family life. The Children Act 1989 and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child are paramount.

The laws governing child and adult protection are distinct from one another. For adults, the Mental Capacity Act (2005) establishes the legal basis for state intervention, while for children, the Children's Act 1989 and the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act establish the legal basis for state intervention in cases where children are at risk. 
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