Introduction to Dissertation

1.1. Chapter 1 – Background and Rationale

Aims and Objectives:
Objective 1 – Compare and contrast crime trends/data/stats between rural urban areas in South Wales to and how they have changed over time and why which will be useful for preventative policing.
Objective 2 – Assess the policing response to changes in crime trends across rural and urban areas.
Objective 3 – Explore the public's perception on the changing nature of crime in their area and the polices response to these changes if any.

As stated on the  Welsh Government website (2025) across Wales there are 4 different police forces, Dyfed-Powys, South Wales, Gwent Police and North Wales Police, all of these police forces have focus on their own areas which can vary depending on what area you are looking at this begins to suggest how crimes change and evolve over different geographical areas and how the police deal with these crimes. So, this paper will be taking a deeper dive into these differences to try and see how crimes and the crime trends change. This will be interesting to look at to see how different crimes can be tied to different geographical areas which some other crimes are not meaning they move around and flow around Wales without the boundaries of the geographical area, an example of crime that is not tied to a specific geographical area is county lines which summed up briefly is the transportation or smuggling of mainly drugs across different county lines around Wales. There are many different potential factors which can affect the crime rate in the area while still being connected to the geography of the area including the population density, the footfall of an area and potentially some crime hot spots which may be more common in certain geographical areas than others. 

1.2. Research Focus

Following on from above, this research is gauge the amount of change that the location has on crime and to see the public's perception of the crimes and where they are most likely to happen and if certain crimes are more or less common in different geographical areas, the different locations of crime can also have an impact on the actual reporting of the crime, for example if the crime took place in a remote area then it may be a while before if the crime is noticed if ever or if the crime occurred to an elderly person they may not report the crime either due to a lack of knowledge or confidence. This research will also try and discover patterns in crime locations and take a further look at why these crimes are happening in these locations and potential ways to try and find ways to dissuade these crimes in these loactions. 

1.3. Aims and Objectives

Objective 1 – Compare and contrast crime trends/data/stats between rural urban areas in South Wales to and how they have changed over time and why which will be useful for preventative policing.
Objective 2 – Assess the policing response to changes in crime trends across rural and urban areas.
Objective 3 – Explore the public's perception on the changing nature of crime in their area and the polices response to these changes if any.

The reason that the first objective was chosen is to allow for a base line comparison to be made between different areas and to look at the historical records for crimes and the different crime spreads across the UK and will mainly be a literature review, similarly the second objective will also be a literature review of how the police have made changes to the ways the combat crime as a direct response to changing crime trends and patterns. Finally for the last objective there will be a questionnaire created around the objective to be able to try and discover the publics perception of the effect geography has on crime or if they have noticed themselves changes on the types of crimes in different areas or potentially their own area. All three of these objectives come together nicely to understand the subject and provide the reader with relevant and up to date information on the subject allowing the reader to formulate their own ideas and opinions. 

1.4. Methods and Timescale

For this piece of research, the first method of data collection will be third party data obtained through the internet and also books available to the public, Crime Rate (2024), then some primary research will be carried out through the medium of a questionnaire which will be created and posted online, uniquely for the purpose of this research. A questionnaire was chosen as it will be anonymous meaning that people will be more likely to give their true and honest opinions and answers, also due to the survey being available online as it will be poster to a personal Facebook page it is more likely that more people will see and interact with the questionnaire, it will also be left up for 2 weeks to allow enough responses to be collected and will be targeted at people over the age of 18. The main downside of collecting the information this way is that only people who use Facebook and are friends of mine will be able to see the questionnaire meaning the sample size may be quite small to combat this the social media account will be made public for the duration of the study to allow there to be a wider sample size allowing the data to be more accurate Gaille, Lousie (2020)

1.5. Value of Research 

This research is very valuable as it will provide an insight into the effect of geography on crime and hopefully will be able to be used for preventative policing in the future College of Policing (2020). It also an area which is not overly reported on meaning that there will be a bigger impact of this research and any finding that may be made. This research then can also be used and studied for other research papers and can help raise the awareness to the big impact that geography has on policing not only Wales but the whole UK in a quick and effective manner.  NPCC (2024)
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