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The book was a result of a conference in the USA during 2005. The content was divided into an introduction and 11 chapters. Twelve scholars and academics mainly from USA Institutions (two from Europe and one from India) contributed to the 12 chapters which discussed religions, tolerance and pluralism, politics, philosophy, psychology, peace building and justice during and after conflicts. Banchoff stated in the acknowledgments that ‘Religious diversity has long been a fact of life in national and international politics. In the introduction Banchoff has successfully managed to describe the global situation from religious, political and behavioural issues of various religions in the past 20 years (especially after the 11th of September 2001).  He stated that: ‘To think religion and world politics is often to think violence’. However, he noticed that a peaceful interfaith attitude emerged on the stage from microscopic behaviour into a macroscopic phenomenon, which has been globally noticed worldwide. He emphasised that there is a growing of positive and ‘peaceful engagement of religious communities in contemporary world affairs’ where ‘leaders drawn from the world’s leading religious traditions—Christian, Muslim, Jewish, Hindu, and Buddhist have long endorsed ideals of peace, human dignity, equality, freedom, and solidarity’ (p3). He also noticed the influence of new technology in the last 4 decades on communities and religions such as the telephone, fax, television and internet.  He also gave a summary of the other 12 chapters written by the other authors.
The overall coherence throughout the chapters was not observed simply because of the number of authors, their background and motives. Nevertheless, it may also be acknowledged that a lot of effort was put in these multidisciplinary topics and complex relationships which was mainly driven by pragmatism. This was reflected when it came to analyse, examine and judge certain events, scenarios and actions. At the end of each chapter there was numerous references and bibliographies from international publications. 
Kwame Anthony Appiah discussed issues related to religion, philosophy and politics amongst various societies throughout history from the time of the Pharaohs, Andalusia (Spain) to China. These relationships were sometimes peaceful where people of various religions lived in harmony and diversity while at other times the relationships were in conflict, which led to violence and wars. He identified various sectors within societies worldwide that may form their political parties based, one way or another, on religion or sub religion ideology. Examples he gave ranged from Northern Ireland to Sri Lanka, Lebanon and Israel to countries in the Balkan region. 
Pratap Bhanu Mehtu examined the issue of religious pluralism.  He explains peoples’ unclear views regarding the role of religion in politics and the uncertainty of promoting pluralism in a world of continuously changing culture, with people emigrating from one country to another carrying with them their identity, religion and languages. He also states that the real reasons of conflict or wars may not be religious, but may be ‘some other cause altogether: misdirected class conﬂict, failed states, incomplete nationalisms’ (p65). That means religion was, is and will be used as a cover to start conflict and may be utilised to wage wars because political leaders realise its importance in peoples’ lives. In his opinion there are two challenges for all religions around the world. The relatively new concept of pluralism and globalization which points out that they are connected in various ways. Then the content of the chapter discusses whether the religion is merely belief, a way of life, just a marker of identity or all of those. As Mehtu is from India he concludes with India as a case study for a complex relationship between religious pluralism and world politics. 
Jean Bethke Elshtain discussed the importance of religious toleration and recognition for minorities in various communities and state countries and their relation to religious preaching and politics. The model used in this chapter was based on the ideas the Canadian philosopher Charles Taylor had about ‘the politics of recognition’, which he promoted (during the last 50 years) in politics and through studying various communities and societies. Elshtain found that from the religious point of view there is a duty to preach while allowing and encouraging some toleration and recognition within the society and therefore proselytization is fully well-suited with the politics of recognition. John Witte Jr put a very important analogy about hypocrisy in the modern democratic world. However, he used a polite word ‘paradoxes’ to reflect the dilemma the world is going through. He stated that ‘Religious pluralism has become the latest local reality for all but the most insular communities’ (p106).
R Scott Appleby examined building sustainable peace and the roles of local and transnational religious actors. He stated that ‘Internal disputes, purges, and civil wars are not unknown to the major religious traditions throughout their long histories, but contemporary globalization has seemed to intensify and accelerate the phenomenon’ (p126). Therefore, leaders from all religions may push for tolerance and pluralism because of the globalisations phenomena.  Yet within those religions there are groups in the world who are trying to stop that process. Appleby gave a few scenarios where religious groups made great efforts using the ideology to build peace and negotiate a transitional solution in conflicts. He showed many contributions and efforts of Buddhist monks, Catholic organisations, Muslim groups and individuals in building peace and harmony around the world.
Leslie Vinjamuri and Aaron Boesenecker examined what they called ﬁve ‘logics of action’ and their synergic relationship with religions, motivations and behaviours of various secular and religious players were critically analysed. However, Katherine Marshall pointed at the importance of faith-based perspectives to economic power and development. She discussed how the World Bank had initiated by the turn of the twenty first century a challenging programme with various religious and non-religious institutions to fight poverty and spread social justice around the world. Those challenges involved an interfaith engagement of various Faith Institutions which introduced development programmes in underprivileged countries in Africa as well as Asia and Latin America to help to tackle issues from health, poverty, corruption, environment and welfare. She concluded that ‘Development institutions that fail to engage in dialogue and develop partnerships with faith groups risk missing opportunities to resolve social conﬂicts and advance effective governance and social cohesion’(p199).
Thomas Michel reviewed the situation after the 11th of September, which affected the feeling amongst people who work in academic institutions as well as the politicians, religious groups and media toward Muslims as individuals as well as various Muslim groups and Muslim countries. He noted that the incident ‘obscures the importance of transnational Muslim movements and organizations that are actively working for peace, interreligious dialogue, education and development’ (p229). He demonstrated that those organisations and peace groups who represent millions of Muslims across the world do condemn violence because it is against the teaching of Islam.  The writer gave special emphasis to three groups, their historical evolution, organizational structure and efforts to transform Muslims. However, John O Voll gave an opposite account (to that of Michel). He critically examined the spreading of violent and extremist groups which led to 9/11/2001. He gave a historical review of various Muslim movements from the start of the twentieth century. He noticed that most of those movements stayed national with certain political and religious agendas while in the last 30 years some of them become transnational and used violence in their activities and tactics. In his analysis Voll blamed the religious factor on extremism thus ignoring the real factors namely politics, corruption and economics which led to those conflicts, violence and wars in various countries. Therefore, if chapter 9 was placed after the Introduction it might have served better the objective of the book.
In chapter 11 Banchoff explained the controversy on certain ethical issues and showed, correctly, that it was the politics not the religion that had the upper hand in deciding what would be the future of scientific developments. While all religious groups and establishments supported various laws national and international for human and cultural rights they were divided over other ethical issues such as stem cell and cloning research. Elizabeth H Prodromou examined the impact of the US foreign policy on global religious Pluralism. Certainly, religious diversity and plurality has gained political support and attention in the last 30 years. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, the book makes a significant contribution to the body of literature in the field of religious pluralism and politics as it has critically examined many scenarios, phenomena and behaviour. However, the book stated and diagnosed phenomena rather than causes of those phenomena. The authors wove a manuscript that combined significant topics of research across multiple disciplines.  The book was very informative, and its objective analysis would be useful for politicians, historians and researchers in many fields.
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