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1. Chapter 1: Introduction 

The debate over immigration's impact on crime has intensified in modern-day politics due to an overall increase in immigration to Western nations since 2013 when 3.2% of the world population migrated (Sharma et al.,2015). While many people believe immigrants contribute to higher crime, UK government data show that immigrants are less likely to commit crime, with only 12% of the prison population being foreign nationals, and that number has been falling (Ministry of Justice, 2016). In modern-day society, newspapers are plagued with stories criminalizing immigrants and refugees, however, this isn't a new phenomenon. Since 2010, when the Conservative party won the UK election, newspaper coverage of illegal immigration and immigrant perpetrators has skyrocketed and only got worse during and since the Brexit debate and referendum (The Migration Observatory, 2016). This biased coverage has hijacked the conversation around migration to the point where even legal migrants are vilified for the crimes of any and all immigrants. Media companies have a motive to publish these types of articles as they induce rage in the readers, who are either angered by the content of the article or by the idea of immigrants committing crimes, which results in more engagement and therefore more sponsorship money for media moguls (The Migration Observatory, 2016). However, this biased reporting has tangible consequences on the police and their ability to do their jobs accurately as the constant flow of articles convey the sense that nothing is being done about immigrants committing crimes (Morrow, 2019). 
Immigrants and their impact on crime rates has varied throughout history influenced by political and economic events (Obeng-Odoom, 2021). During difficult times, such as World War Two, immigrants are often blamed for problems as they tend to be at the bottom of the social ladder which makes them an easy target for leaders who are trying to distract from the harder to explain or solve issues, such as economic downturns (Goodfellow, 2020). In the UK, immigration was first restricted in 1905 by The Aliens Act which has acted as the foundation of immigration policy since (Glover, 2012). The UK was facing a multitude of issues at the time ranging from public health to social and economic crises and restricting the inflow of immigrants from Easter Europe was seen as a potential solution to these issues, or at least an ease (Braber, 2020). Over the next few decades, the conversation around immigration became louder and louder and for the first time in history, the world faced its first global immigration crisis during and after World War Two (Wyrwich, 2019). When the war broke out vulnerable people and targets of fascist hate fled Eastern and Central Europe to safer countries (Lazzarato, 2021). Since then, immigrants have been the go-to topic of conversation across the world when people are looking to place blame. In the UK, and across the commonwealth, tabloid newspapers have hounded on the idea that immigrants are to blame for the world’s problems (Forkert et al., 2020). Despite knowing this is not true, as it is a much too simple answer for the world’s complex problems, newspapers continue to push this narrative as it induces anger in the readers which leads to additional engagement, either through buying newspapers or commenting on online articles (Rodolfo , 2020).
Since the invention and launch of social media platforms, like Twitter, in the early 2000s the anti-immigration rhetoric has hit an all-time high with echo chambers and conspiracy theorists claiming that waves of immigrants are moving to places like the UK and USA en masse and that the governments refuse to address the issue properly (Nortio et al., 2020). On these platforms it is extremely common for the conversation around immigration to eventually lead to a discussion about crime rates, with many believing that more immigration means more crime (Harris et al., 2019). Even the ruling and billionaire class such as Elon Musk repeat similar claims and recently rumours spread on Twitter about Haitian immigrants eating cats and dogs despite the claims being disproven. Whilst it is easy to think social media is detached from reality, these rumours led to real world consequences with hate against Haitians in the USA rising as a result (Chavez, 2023). This paper will discuss the legitimacy of rumours like these as well as the empirical data linked to immigration and crime rates. This type of anti-immigration propaganda created real issues for police when dealing with these threats and shows how sometimes anger at perceived issues is worse than the perceived issue itself (Boyce, 2020).






Objectives – 
The aim of this research paper is to discuss the title: ‘Examine how immigration impacts crime and its effect on policing’. To do this, these are the three objectives to help clarify the details and help to draw conclusions:
Objective 1- Explore the history and background of immigration and how future events may affect immigration and the differences between natives, migrants, immigrants, refugees and asylum seekers and how the public opinion changes between these titles.
Objective 2- How and to what extent does traditional and social media affected the general public’s view on immigration?
Objective 3- Determine the exact link between immigration, policing and crime rate and develop and understanding of why this link exists. What are policing strategies and what challenges does the police face. 














Structure of the research paper - 
The research paper will be structured in a standard way with chapter one being an introduction to the question and topic with a brief background as to why it is a question worth considering. The introduction will be a surface level view at all the topics covered in the rest of the paper (Greetham, 2019). This brief bit of context will be important for deeper understanding of the literature review that will make up chapter two, which will include going into depth about the objectives chosen which will help readers understand the angel from which the research and title are viewed. The literature review will be important in order to answer the title of the paper and support the conclusion(s) (Chigbu et al., 2023). Chapter three will detail the research and data collection methodology and why those methods were chosen. The research will be conducted in the UK by creating a questionnaire that contains roughly ten questions relating to immigration and its impact on crime rate and policing in order to get an understanding on the domestic public’s view on the topic. The questionnaire will be posted online through social media as well as in person until 100 completed questionnaires are collected. Once this data is collected, it can be cross examined against empirical data found through official sources such as the Office of National Statistics and Government archives in order to see the correlation between public opinion and scientific facts. The empirical data collected can also be used to compare immigrant crime statistics between the UK and other nations globally. Doing these things will allow a clear picture to be painted about the true state of immigration and crime rates both domestic and foreign (Osuagwu, 2020). 
Chapter four will be where the data collected and examined in chapter three will be analysed deeper and correlations will be made between the data and the research paper title. Breaking down the data and applying analytical skills to it will allow us to understand the difference between the opinions of the sampled general public and the reality of the facts of the issues related to immigration. When it comes to controversial topics such as immigration, it is not uncommon for public opinion to oppose fact despite how public and well known the facts are; it would not be surprising if that trend continued through this data collection and analysis (Williams et al., 2023). Finally, chapter five will be the conclusion where everything collected, researched and theorised will be drawn together in order to make final conclusions about the title question. It is likely that more than one conclusion will be drawn due to the nuance and complexity of the topic (Remenyi et al., 2020). 
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