

Part 2: Primary Sources – HPFY3005                               David John Thompson

Identify and summarise one primary source for your essay.

ESSAY: 
Preservation and Conservation in archival collections			
From the 19th to 21st century 


The primary source I have selected is an article by Ann Fenech (2013) on the effect environment has on the life of chromogenic prints in an archival collection. 

Digitisation today has led to a decrease in the expertise associated with the preservation and conversation of traditional photography (Fenech, 2013, p. 107). The life expectancy of chromogenic photographs can be enhanced by the correct storage and environmental conditions that are applied (Fenech, 2013, p. 108). Every image’s life depends on its production, development, material used, and its social value (Fenech, 2013, p. 107; 108). Archival preservation places a value on the information an image provides (Fenech, 2013, p. 108). Fenech suggests that as coloured photographs today are ‘well-processed’, controlling the environmental conditions are important (Fenech, 2013, p. 107). Archives offer controlled storage methods that can help with the life expectancy of chromogenic prints (Fenech, 2013, p.107). Fenech says, ‘temperature, relative humidity and pollutants connected with storage boxes can impact preservation.’ (Fenech, 2013, p. 108). So, environmental boundaries should be followed to prevent fading, reduction of detail and lifetime lowering of a print (Fenech, 2013, p. 115).  ‘The Photographic Lifetime Calculator’ can be used to establish the life of chromogenic prints in archival environmental conditions (Fenech, 2013, p. 115). 
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